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A fun and friendly road to research

How do you get students to actually like research? Make it easy to locate the information they seek and give them the tools to make
sense of what they find. The InfoTrac K-12 Series does just that, with user-friendly interfaces, ever-improving general reference content
and unlimited access that makes learning— in the classroom, in the library or at home — fun and easy to perform.

InfoTrac Student Edition — boasting 480 indexed periodicals (88% of them full-text) and 15 full-text reference books — helps secondary
school students find the answers they need using the sources that teachers and librarians prefer.

InfoTrac Junior Edition gives junior-high and middle-schoolers the same searching ease, with more than 150 indexed and more than
140 full-text general-interest magazines, thousands of newspaper articles, and a variety of reference books.

Elementary-school students can make their first journey into research with the engaging /nfoTrac Kids Edition, with its 85 full-text
magazines, plus reference books and articles to complement their curriculum and inquiring minds.

" SEARCHTIP

& When you sce the InfoMark® icon on your results
page, this means that you can bookmark the
page for future reference, copy it into an electronic mail
message or embed it into a Web page. Because the technology
is tied into every Thomson Gale database and Resource Center,

InfoMarks are ideal for creating reading lists, course reserves,
current awareness topic sites, links to periodical or newspaper
sources, online/distance learning courses, bibliographies, lesson
plans and much more!

For more information on how to use InfoMarks, click the icon
on the results page, or go to: www.gale.com/InfoMarks

GOOGLE IMAGE SEARCH

Thomson Gale has added Google Image Search to the Info Trac
K-12 Series databases. When you see the Google logo at the
top of a page, you may link to numerous high-quality images
related to your search.

Fisits 1- 2 of sbout 447000

If you prefer, this feature may be disabled

Take a look at these sample searches:

INFOTRAC STUDENT EDITION

Constitutional amendments
A Subject Search for “constitutional amendments” produces
numerous documents.

Reference book excerpts
Articles include:

* A landmark bill in 1786 by Virginia legislature establishing
religious freedom (from 7he American Reader)

* An article citing the Magna Carta of 1215 as
pivotal to the origins of the U.S. Constitution

Periodicals

More than 150 articles covering a variety of topics including;
* “Victims Rights: Leave the Constitution Alone”

* “Know your Constitution”

* “Immigrants for President: Why the foreign-born should be
allowed to compete for the big job”

* “A Stay of Execution: Florida’s Electric Chair and the Eighth
Amendment”

* An analysis of the second amendment, “Second Thoughts
— What the right to bear arms really means”

* An article on anti-flag burning legislation

* A proposed balanced budget amendment, including a
related article on other proposed constitutional amendments
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* “Brazil’s historic vote,” a look at congressional approval of a
change in the republic’s constitution that would allow gov-
ernors, legislators and mayors to run for consecutive second
terms

* An explanation of the U.S. Bill of Rights
* Proposal of Great Britain’s labor party which includes

removing heredity as a basis for seats in the House of Lords

Subdivisions
Topical subdivisions provide a variety of options for further
research, including:

* History

* Influence

* Interpretation and construction
* Laws and regulations

* Political aspects

* Public opinion

* Ratification

* Religious aspects

* Social aspects

* “How They Chose Those Words,” about how Jefferson
came to be chosen to draft the Declaration of
Independence, from Time

* “Splitting Heirs,” about the controversy over Jefferson’s heirs

from the family of Sally Hemings, from People

Subdivisions

Narrow your search by selecting from such subdivided
topics as:

* Family

* Military policy

* Political activity

* Quotations

* Records and correspondence

INFOTRAC JUNIOR EDITION

Thomas Jefferson
A Subject Search for “Thomas Jefferson” produces a variety
of results:

Encyclopedia entry

Overview from The Columbia Encyclopedia — includes informa-
tion on Jefferson’s early life, presidential influence, and retire-
ment activities.

Reference book content
Sources include:

* Reader’s Companion to American History
» World Almanac and Book of Facts
* Merriam-Webster’s Biographical Dictionary

Newspapers
Articles include:

* “A look at Thomas Jefferson’s War against the Pirate Kings”
* “Louisiana Purchase Was Once-in-a-Lifetime Bargain®

* “Declaration Is a Fascinating Piece of Government and
Literature”

INFOTRAC KIDS EDITION

Snakes
A Subject Guide search of “Snakes” produces informative
results aimed at children:

“Snakes” from The Columbia Encyclopedia, includes informa-
tion on snake characteristics, locomotion, types and classifica-
tions, plus separate entries for particular breeds of snake.

Periodicals
* “Double Trouble?,” about the discovery of a two-headed
snake, from Weekly Reader

* “Snakes for Snacks?,” from Skipping Stones
* “The Big Squeeze,” from National Geographic Kids
* “Having a Ball,” from Odyssey

* “Snakes Have Bones,” a project to model a snake’s body,
from Boy’s Quest

¢ “Snakes Are a Real Gas,” about the sounds snakes make,
from National Geographic World

Related subjects, including:
* Poisonous snakes

* Pythons

e Sea snakes

* Snakes as pets

On the same page, you may limit your search to specific
periodicals, including:

e Animals
Periodicals
e Appleseed
Articles include: ppleseeds
e Highlights for Child
* Review of book “Mr. Jefferson’s Lost Cause,” from '1g 1ghts 'or tidren
Washington Times * Time for Kids
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InfoTrac® K-12 Series
u Search Tips

HOW TO USE INFOTRAC STUDENT EDITION,
INFOTRAC JUNIOR EDITION AND INFOTRAC KIDS
EDITION

Use your Internet browser to go to the InfoTrac URL. On the
home page, you will find three search options:

* For common topics, Subject Search gives you the most
results

* Use Keyword Search for less common words, such as proper
names

* Advanced Search is best for finding something specific, such
as the title of an article or the name of an author

Tip: Read “Help” before you start

Enter a subject and click “Find.” Tell the search where
to look by clicking on one of these boxes: encyclopedias,
magazines, maps, newspapers, reference or in all of these.

—
Subject Search /

Enter a subject and click 'Find',
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Student Edition

Type in the words you want to search for and click “Find.”
Click on one or both of the two boxes, and you can search
for the words in articles only and have your results list the
best matches first.
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Type In the words you wish to search for and click 'Find'.

Student Edition

M Search for terms in full article
[C Sort results by relevance

First choose the index you want to search from the first
column. Then enter the words you want to search for in
the second column. Use and, or, not to connect your
words, which can make the search broader (more results)
or smaller (fewer results).
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Select the index you want to search in the first
colurmn, Then enter your search term in the
second field, Use AND, OR, NOT to connect more
than one search term (or previous searches),

[Keyword ke) =1 Find

I ™ Search for full text articles only I

Student Edition

On the home page and during your search, you will find
more tools to help you. They include:

* Dictionary

* Google Image Search
e Save List

* Tool Box

* Help

If you need further assistance with InfoTrac K-12 Series,
please consult your Library Media Specialist.
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Searching for articles in InfoTrac may seem easy, but
putting all that information together for your report can
he a challenge. We've created some tools to help you
think about your ideas and organize your information so
you can create the best report! You can access the
tools at any point in your research process just by
clicking on the tool box button at the top of your page.

Tools for Getting Tools for Wrapping it
Started up

& How to Judge Information
s How to Make a Concept

Student Edition

+ How to Cite a Source
s How to Organize a Report




How to Use the Tool Box

INFOTRAC K-12 SERIES SEARCH TIPS

What do you want to know?

Searching for articles may be easy, but putting all that
information together for a report can be a challenge. The
Thomson Gale Tool Box is an integral feature of all our K-
12 databases and helps students think about their idea and
organize information for any paper or research project. They
can be accessed at any point in the research process by click-
ing on the Tool Box icon at the top of each page.

. Tools for Getting Started

* How to Judge Information

* How to Make a Concept Web
* How to Choose a Topic

* How to Write a Topic Sentence
* How to Make an Outline

. Tools for Wrapping It Up

* How to Cite a Source

* How to Organize a Report

* How to Build an Argument

¢ How to Write a Conclusion

e How to Write a Thesis Statement

* How to Create a Visual Representations of Data

(charts, graphs, etc.)

e How to Footnote

All Tool Box topics including a worksheet, suitable for
downloading. For example, the topic “How to Cite a Source”
discusses the elements of a bibliography as well as when, why
and how to give credit to an outside source. Students can
then reinforce the information discussed by accessing the
worksheet.

@ oot Bor Student Edition

How ta Cite a Source

What kind of information goes into a repart? Lots of knds
facts, idods, CORCIUSIONs, QUATes, BT, Whers dos the When to Cite
infarmatian come from? Sametimes it comes straight fram Wherueets o radsemetting

you. For exsmple, say you 4o 3 SCience eperiment, nd That you e in 3 Tepert.

¥aU WRte 3 repOrt ALOUT it. The sourca of the informaticn

m yeur report o the resuls of your enpenment. Snce you B u o

e the porsan who did the aspenment, the saurcs (s you

You don't naed to give credit to anyona eise. g o g it
Glve Credit Where Gredit 15 Due e

Frovide an least the thle of the

fut often, the information comes from samathing you paes ks

have read, Whenever yeu resd something and use it in &
ropart, thare's a rule you must follow. Yau have to give
cradit to the person who wrote the mformation you're usng. This is caled "aiung the
source.”

There are several ways to Cite a source. Your teacher may have special nies for citng
sources. IF 50, you should fallow them. Tha paint biohind thasa ruas is simplo, Whan
citng a source, always tel the reader at laast two things:

« tha name of tha persan who wrote the source
» tha titls af the source

An Example

LBt's 53y youTE WRiting 3 repart on trae frogs. You read Sara Murray-Blumers U.5. Ko
article “Fitting In* as part of your research, In the artcle, you learn that some tree frogs

Tips on citing a source ...

@ oot Bor Student Edition

Concept Web

Making & concept web is a great way ta get your research project gaing, Concept webis
help you orgamize your thowghts and ideas about the topic you're studyng. When you
maks 3 eoncapt wab about your tapic, you'll s0on Ba 38le to find the miormation you
meed Lo write & grade-a report. The picture below shows what & simple concept web
loaks like:

Main Topic

Main Topic:

A vary shart statemant that descnies what you're studying, Two or thrae words
arg usualy o you need. For enample, If youre supposed to write 3 report sbout
the world's tropical rain forests, you could use Raln Forests a5 your main topic

Lalatod 1o
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How to Write a Thesis Statement

If you imagne an essay a3 a besutiful flower, the thesis statemant is the seed that gave
birth to the flawer. & wel-witten paper Meraly grows out of its thesis statement, This
% BRCAUSe the thess statement BXpresses the man i3 of your papar. You should put
your thesis statement in the mtreductory paragraph, preferably as the very first
sentence. Tha way, readers of your essay will mmedately know:

* The topic of your paper.
* YOUF COPS AUMENT CONCAIMING tha Lo

wiriting a Thesis Statament
A wel-concerved thess statement has two parts. The first part & the simply the tops

of your paper. The second part, called the “commant,” i the main dea you want to
mupross about your topic. Here's a schematic represontation of a thess statement:

2 Part Two
Hemantic : .
Structura: Smmy
Grammatical || = i
Structura: Prodic:
A What's your taks on this
Aanswar: Iﬂ*?
el R e

spawning hatitats ars

o protected.

... and writing a thesis statement are all part of InfoTrac K-12
helpful research tools




