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This collection was filmed from the repository copy of the papers that were acquired in 1970 from Ida Cullen, widow of Countee, and described in NUCMC under entry for 72-853. Part of said collection had been on deposit at the Fisk University and was described in NUCMC as MS61-1297.

A combination of alphabetical, chronological, and topical arrangements has been used. In each series the items of Countee Cullen are first, followed by those of Frederick Asbury Cullen and finally by those of Ida Cullen. Incoming and outgoing correspondence is interfiled. The correspondence of Countee Cullen is arranged so that family and business correspondence pertaining to employment and residence precedes the general 
A-Z listing of the items by the correspondent or topic. The correspondence of Frederick Cullen is arranged chronologically, with that of Ida Cullen organized chronologically and by topic.

The Index of Correspondents includes name, inclusive dates (by year), number of items (enclosed within parentheses), role number of microfilm (indicated by roman numerals), box number indicated by “B” before the number, and folder number preceded by “f”.

Copyright to the Papers of Countee Cullen, 1921-1969 has not been assigned to the Amistad Research Center. It is the responsibility of an author to secure permission for publication from the holder of the copyright to any material contained in this collection.

Prepared by Florence E. Borders, Senior Manuscript Librarian, Amistad Research Center

Biographical Notes—Countee Cullen

A leading figure of the 1920s Harlem Renaissance, lyric poet, playwright, and novelist, Countee Cullen attempted to downplay the element of race and preferred to be known as a poet rather than as a Negro poet.

1903 May 30
: born to Elizabeth Lucas (1885-1940) of  Louisville, Kentucky

ca. 1912
brought to New York City at about age 9 by Mrs. Porter, who was probably his grandmother

1917 June: graduated from P.S. 27 at only 14; September: entered DeWitt Clinton High School, where he was one of two Negroes in a graduating class of 300; member of Arista (high school honor society); won the Douglas Fairbanks Oratorical Contest; editor of the Clinton News;  associate editor of the school’s literary magazine, The Magpie; maintained a scholastic average of 93; won a New York Regents’ Scholarship; offered scholarships by both New York and Columbia Universities


wrote first poem, his only free verse one titled “To the Swimmer,” which 
won a high school contest and was published in Modern School Magazine 
(May 1918)


gained widespread attention by winning second place in a poetry contest, 
sponsored by the Federation of Women’s Clubs, for “I Have a Rendezvous 
with Life”

1918
adopted informally, after Mrs. Porter’s death on January 1, by the 
Rev. Frederick Asbury Cullen (1868–1946), founder and pastor for 42 years of the Salem Methodist Episcopal Church, and his wife, Carolyn Belle (Mitchell) Cullen (d. 1932)

1921 wrote and presented speech that won him the Douglas Fairbanks Oratorical Contest; worked on editorial staff of The Magpie; associate editor of The Magpie issue in which “I Have a Rendezvous with Life” was published

1922 graduated from high school; entered New York University

published first poem in the Crisis, a commercial magazine

1923
first poem—“To a Brown Boy”—to appear in an-all white publication, the Bookman; Cullen was later published in Century, Harpers, American Mercury, The Nation, Poetry Magazine, Opportunity, and The Messenger
1924
“Shroud of Color” placed second in the Poetry Society of America Contest; elected as a junior to Phi Beta Kappa at New York University, where he was also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

1925 received A.B. degree from New York University; won Opportunity magazine’s second prize in its poetry contest with “To One Who Said Me Nay”; won first prize in the Witter Bynner Intercollegiate Poetry Contest, sponsored by the Poetry Society of America, for “The Ballad of a Brown Girl”; won the John Reed Memorial Prize awarded by Poetry for the general quality and promise of his work, and for the May 1924 poem “Threnody of a Brown Girl”


first volume of poetry, Color, published by Harper & Bros., 
publishers of his subsequent books

1926
received M.A. degree from Harvard University; won Crisis contest for 
poem “Thoughts in a Zoo”

1926-1927
studied at the Sorbonne in Paris 

1926-1928
appointed assistant editor of Opportunity under Charles S. Johnson 
(remained until June 1928); wrote editorials and book reviews for this 
magazine’s feature “The Dark Tower” 

1926-1938
Rev. Frederick A. Cullen traveled abroad each summer with Countee 
Cullen as interpreter and guide

1927
won first award in literature from the William Harmon Foundation for his 
second volume of poetry, Copper Sun; compiled, edited, and published 
Caroling Dusk, an anthology of verses by blacks

1928
awarded Guggenheim Fellowship to study in Paris “to complete a group 
of narrative poems and a libretto for an opera” (opera was Rashana 
by William Grant Still)


published The Ballad of a Brown Girl


April 10: married Nina Yolande DuBois (1900-1961), known as Yolande, daughter of W.E.B. and Nina (Gomer) DuBois 

1929
The Black Christ and Other Poems published during his three years 
abroad

1930
barred from eating in restaurant at the New York Central Terminal in 
Buffalo, New York; retaliated by quoting his poem “Incident in 
Baltimore,” which was printed in The World Tomorrow (March 1924); 

H. L. Mencken, among others, protested Cullen’s treatment


divorced Yolande in Paris

1931
continued to write; gave poetry readings and occasional lectures in 
Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin , as well as Canada; visited 
Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee, where he recited poetry and 
presented a sonnet to Louis Shores, librarian at Fisk

1932
published One Way to Heaven, his only novel for adults


taught English, French, and Creative Writing at Frederick Douglass Junior High School, New York City; fostered literary talents and ambitions of his pupils; refused offer from Dillard University, New Orleans, Louisiana, to become head of English Department

1935 published The “Medea” and Some Poems [“The Medea” was Cullen’s translation of Euripides’ Medea. When later presented as a play, it had several titles, among them Medea of Euripides (1940), Byword for Evil (1945), Euripides’ Medea (1935), and Medea in Africa (1963)]


adapted Arna Bontemps’s novel God Sends Sunday, to the play St. Louis 
Woman, which was first presented at the Karamu Theater, Cleveland, 
Ohio, on November 22-26

1936
play version of Cullen’s novel One Way to Heaven presented by 
Hedgerow Theater, Moylan-Rose Valley, Pennsylvania (claimed to be the 
first time “the upper-class colored person reaches the stage in a subtle 
blending of satire and faith, comedy and love”)

1940 Medea of Euripides, adapted by Cullen, presented at Atlanta 
University, Georgia (Owen Dodson, director)


September 27: married Ida Mae (Roberson) Parker (born January 1, 
1905), daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Roberson of Kansas City, 
Missouri (Ida had a young daughter, Norma. In 1951, Mrs. Cullen 
remarried and became Mrs. Robert L. Cooper; her husband died in 1966)


published first children’s novel, The Lost Zoo
1942

Rev. Frederick A. Cullen retired from his pastorate


published second children’s novel, My Lives and How I Lost Them
1943 premiere of Cullen’s translation of Virgil Thompson’s musical Seven Choruses from the Medea of Euripides
1944 presented a poetry reading at the American Missionary Association’s Race Relations Institute at Fisk University


declined the Chair of Creative Literature at Fisk University

1944-1945
served on Committee for Mass Education in Race Relations

1945
Byword for Evil (an adaptation of Euripides’Medea by Cullen) 
presented at the Little Theater, Fisk University (Lillian Voorhees, 
director)


visited California, where he gave poetry readings; worked in Los 
Angeles on St. Louis Woman
1946
died on January 9 at Sydenham Hospital, New York City, after a brief 
illness; Reverend Cullen died on May 25 at the home of his 
nephew, 

John N. Roache, of New York City


St. Louis Woman opened in New York City on March 30 and closed on 
July 9 after 113 performances (music by Harold Arlen, lyrics by Johnny 
Mercer, directed by Rouben Mamoulian, produced by Edward Gross); 
among the all-black cast were Ruby Hill as Della, Pearl Bailey as 
Butterfly, and Rex Ingram as Biglow Brown

1947
On These I Stand, a group of verses that Cullen believed represented his 
best work, was published

1959 premiere in Amsterdam of Free and Easy, based on the 1946 musical St. Louis Woman, which was based on the book by Arna Bontemps (producer, Stanley Chase; director, Robert Breen; music by Harold Arlen; lyrics by Johnny Mercer); among the Negro cast of 75 were Sammy Davis Jr. and Irene Williams (play scheduled to tour Europe for seven months and to appear in New York City)

Scope and Content of the Collection

Among the Papers of Countee Cullen are correspondence from 1921 to 1969; accounts, records, documents, legal papers, and certificates; a fragmentary diary (1928); teaching plan books and other teaching records; writings—an autobiography, articles, a book review, letters to the editor, juvenile novels, plays, poems, a radio serial, a short story, and theses; sheet music; notes and lists; scrapbooks and clippings; biographical sketches and obituaries; photographs; programs, invitations, and announcements; pamphlets, leaflets, and several periodicals; and phonograph records. The greater part of the collection consists of the correspondence of Countee Cullen (1921-1945) and his writings.


Cullen’s correspondence details his activities in giving poetry readings and occasional lectures, his assistant editorship of Opportunity, his travels to and studies in France, his teaching career at Frederick Douglass Junior High School and the friendship that former pupils retained for him, and his service on committees. Above all, his correspondence reveals his wide acquaintance with his literary contemporaries, the progress of his literary accomplishments, and his intense interest in writing.


Of Countee Cullen—a leading figure in the Harlem Renaissance, lyric poet, novelist, and playwright—an unidentified 1946 newspaper obituary reads:

He was one of a resurgent literary group which included Langston Hughes, Wallace Thurman, Rudolph Fisher, Jessie Fauset, Eric Waldron, Zora Neale Hurston, Gwendolyn Bennett, Harold Jackman, Aaron Douglas, Dorothy Peterson, Helene Johnson, Dorothy West, and others. Their meeting place was “The Dark Tower” named by Mme. A’Lelia Walker, in whose townhouse at 
108 West 136th Street it was located, in honor of Cullen’s poems.

It was a great company of literary folk that met at “The Dark Tower”—Alain Locke, James Weldon Johnson, Walter White, Charles S. Johnson, Carl Van Vechten, and others who inspired the younger literary set in those days of creative thinking and writing.

With the exception of Wallace Thurman and Rudolph Fisher (of whom mention is made, however), all of the above are correspondents of Countee Cullen, most of them writing numerous letters. Other black literary correspondents are Arna Bontemps, 
W.E.B. DuBois, Owen Dodson, Claude McKay, and Jean Toomer. Other letters by poets of the day are in the correspondence concerning Caroling Dusk: An Anthology of Negro Poets edited by Countee Cullen, with illustrations by Aaron Douglas (1927).


A lively view of literary and social life and its personalities in the late 1920s and early 1930s are found in the letters of Harold Jackman, lifelong friend of Countee Cullen. In these same letters are echoes of the life led by the visiting and expatriate Negro in Paris of the day. Alain Locke, Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, Paul Robeson, Richard Wright, and Countee Cullen were among the company that shuttled from Harlem to Paris as often as possible. Other letters that are evocative of this world are those of Dorothy West, Etienne Hervier, Roy de Coverley, Stephen and Sophie Greene, and Rex Littleboy. 


Among luminaries in the publishing world are Frederick A. Allen and John Farrar, editors of Harper & Bros.; Ralph Cheyney and his wife, Lucia Trent; Nancy Cunard; Benjamin Musser; Leah Salisbury, Cullen’s agent; and John J. Trounstine. Included among other principal correspondents are Witter Bynner, Edith Brower, 
Marian C. Deane, Charles H. Marsh, E. Merrill Root, William Grant Still, Ruth Marie Thomas, Virgil Thompson, and Hale Woodruff.


In the scant correspondence of Countee Cullen’s adoptive father, the Rev. Frederick A. Cullen, there are a few letters from Mary McLeod Bethune (African American educator who founded Bethune-Cookman College). The correspondence of Cullen’s widow, Ida Mae (Roberson) Cullen, carries on her husband’s interests in the publication of On These I Stand (1947); deals with literary rights to print Cullen’s poems in other works and to set various poems to music; forwards the production of his plays, particularly St. Louis Woman; establishes memorials to him; oversees the disposition of his papers; and details her own occupation for about five years as co-owner of the Afro-Arts Bazaar, where imported jewelry and artifacts were sold. Some of Mrs. Cullen’s principal correspondents are Arna Bontemps, Owen Dodson, Jessie Fauset, Langston Hughes, and Leah Salisbury.


The writings of Countee Cullen in this collection are manuscripts of his juvenile novels The Lost Zoo (1940), My Lives and How I Lost Them (1942), and The Monkey Baboon (unpublished, n.d.); his plays, The Medea of Euripides (1935), One Way to Heaven (1932), Heaven’s My Home by Cullen and Harry Hamilton (unpublished, n.d.), and St. Louis Woman by Arna Bontemps and Cullen (1935 and later versions). Also included are poems set to music and an assortment of miscellaneous items: an article, a book review, two letters to the editor, two speeches, a radio serial, and a short story.


In addition to Cullen’s writings, there is the autobiography From Barefoot Town to Jerusalem (privately printed, n.d.) of the Rev. Frederick Asbury Cullen. There are also several speeches by Ida Mae (Roberson) Cullen.


An interesting group of writings are the poems, especially those set to music and dedicated or presented to Countee Cullen. These include early poems by Jessie Fauset, Langston Hughes, and others less well known. Additional items are theses and articles 

written about Cullen’s life and literary stature, as well as his schoolwork, particularly poems by his pupils.


Evidences of the cultural and social life from 1921 to 1945 are also found in the programs, invitations, pamphlets, leaflets, scrapbooks, and clippings collected by the Cullens. However, most of the clippings concern Cullen directly such as reviews of his successive literary works, write-ups on speaking engagements, announcements of his winning a Guggenheim Fellowship, the purchase of a new home, his marriages and travels, and Cullen family obituaries.


Among the items in the repository copy, but not included in the microfilm edition, are certain volumes, phonograph records, librettos, financial records, and class cards. The phonograph records reflect the cultural life and times and contain some of Cullen’s home recordings and radio speeches. Other records have a Harlem theme, and there is some calypso music.

PAPERS OF COUNTEE CULLEN

1921-1969

Reels 1-7

	Reel

No.
	Box

No. 
	Folder

No. 
	Reel Contents

	1
	1
	
	Correspondence: Family, Business, A-C

	
	
	1
	Correspondence: Family, 1940-1945

	
	
	2
	Correspondence: Family, C. Cullen to Ida M. (Roberson) Cullen, 1937-1940

	
	
	3
	Correspondence: Family, C. Cullen to Ida M. (Roberson) Cullen, 1942-1945

	
	
	4
	Correspondence: Business, 1927-1945

	
	
	5
	Correspondence: Business, Employment, 1931-1935

	
	
	6
	Correspondence: Business, Employment, New York City Board of Education, 1931-1945

	
	
	7
	Correspondence: Business, Residence, 1942-1945

	
	
	8
	Correspondence: A

	
	
	9
	Correspondence: Ba-Bo

	
	
	10
	Correspondence: Bennett, Gwendolyn B., 1925-1926

	
	
	11
	Correspondence: Bontemps, Arna W., 1926-1940

	
	
	12
	Correspondence: Bontemps, Arna W., 1943-1945

	
	
	13
	Correspondence: Br-Bt

	
	
	14
	Correspondence: Brower, Edith, 1926-1930

	
	
	15
	Correspondence: Bynner, Witter, 1923-1929

	
	
	16
	Correspondence: Bu-Bz

	
	
	17
	Correspondence: C

	
	
	18
	Correspondence: Cullen, Charles, 1927-1929, n.d.

	
	
	
	

	
	2
	
	Correspondence: Committees-G

	
	
	1
	Correspondence: Committees, 1927-February 1935

	
	
	2
	Correspondence: Committees, March-May 15, 1935

	
	
	3
	Correspondence: Committees, May 20, 1935-1936

	
	
	4
	Correspondence: Committees, 1944

	
	
	5
	Correspondence: Committees, 1945

	
	
	6
	Correspondence: Committees, Film Scripts, n.d.

	
	
	7
	Correspondence: D

	
	
	8
	Correspondence: de Coverley, Roy, 1927-1940, n.d.

	
	
	9
	Correspondence: Deane, Marian C., 1926-1944

	
	
	10
	Correspondence: Dodson, Owen, 1940-1946, n.d.

	
	
	11
	Correspondence: Dramatists Guild, 1931, n.d.

	
	
	12
	Correspondence: DuBois, W.E.B., 1927-1941

	
	
	13
	Correspondence: E

	
	
	14
	Correspondence: F

	
	
	15
	Correspondence: Fauset, Jessie Redmon, 1923-1932

	1

contd.
	
	16
	Correspondence: Former Pupils, 1943-1944

	
	
	17
	Correspondence: Former Pupils, 1944-1946, n.d.

	
	
	18
	Correspondence: Ga-Go

	
	
	19
	Correspondence: Gp-Gz

	
	
	20
	Correspondence: Greene, Stephen and Sophie, 1930-1945

	
	
	21
	Correspondence: Greenway, Cornelius, 1930-1943, n.d.

	
	
	
	

	
	3
	
	Correspondence: H-M

	
	
	1
	Correspondence, Ha-Hh

	
	
	2
	Correspondence: Hervier, Etienne, 1925-1936

	
	
	3
	Correspondence: Hi-Hz

	
	
	4
	Correspondence: Hughes, Langston, 1923-1945

	
	
	5
	Correspondence: I-J

	
	
	6
	Correspondence: Jackman, Harold, 1928-May 1929

	
	
	7
	Correspondence: Jackman, Harold, June 1929-1930

	
	
	8
	Correspondence: Jackman, Harold, 1942-1945, n.d.

	
	
	9
	Correspondence: Johnson, Charles S., 1925-1945

	
	
	10
	Correspondence: Johnson, James Weldon, 1926-1935

	
	
	11
	Correspondence: K

	
	
	12
	Correspondence: L

	
	
	13
	Correspondence: Littleboy, Rex, 1926-1930

	
	
	
	

	2
	
	14
	Correspondence: Littleboy, Rex, 1931-1941

	
	
	15
	Correspondence: Locke, Alain Leroy, 1922-1945

	
	
	16
	Correspondence: Mc

	
	
	17
	Correspondence: McKay, Claude, 1927-1944, n.d.

	
	
	18
	Correspondence: Ma-Mi

	
	
	19
	Correspondence: Marsh, Charles H., 1931-1945, n.d.

	
	
	20
	Correspondence: Mo-Mz

	
	
	21
	Correspondence: Musser, Benjamin, 1927-1934

	
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	Correspondence: N-Publications, 1932

	
	
	1
	Correspondence: N

	
	
	2
	Correspondence: O

	
	
	3
	Correspondence: Pa-Pn

	
	
	4
	Correspondence: Po-Pz

	
	
	5
	Correspondence: Pohl, Frederick J., 1929-1933

	2

contd.
	
	6
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1926-March 1927

	
	
	7
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, April-December 1927

	
	
	8
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1928

	
	
	9
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1929-1930

	
	
	10
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1931

	
	
	11
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1932

	
	
	12
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1933-1939

	
	
	13
	Correspondence: Poetry Readings and Lectures, 1940-1945

	
	
	14
	Correspondence: Publications, 1921-1928

	
	
	15
	Correspondence: Publications, 1927

	
	
	16
	Correspondence: Publications, 1928

	
	
	17
	Correspondence: Publications, 1929-1930

	
	
	18
	Correspondence: Publications, 1931

	
	
	19
	Correspondence: Publications, 1932

	
	
	
	

	
	5
	
	Correspondence: Publications, 1933-R

	
	
	1
	Correspondence: Publications, 1933-1939

	
	
	2
	Correspondence: Publications, 1940-1942

	
	
	3
	Correspondence: Publications, 1943

	
	
	4
	Correspondence: Publications, 1944

	
	
	5
	Correspondence: Publications, 1945-1946, n.d.

	
	
	6
	Correspondence: Publications, Harper & Bros., 1925-1927

	
	
	7
	Correspondence: Publications, Harper & Bros., 1928-1939

	
	
	8
	Correspondence: Publications, Harper & Bros., 1941-1945

	
	
	9
	Correspondence: Publications, Caroling Dusk, A-C

	
	
	10
	Correspondence: Publications, Caroling Dusk, D-K

	
	
	11
	Correspondence: Publications, Caroling Dusk, L-N

	
	
	12
	Correspondence: Publications, Caroling Dusk, O-Z

	
	
	13
	Correspondence: Publications, The Medea (play version), 1934-1945

	
	
	14
	Correspondence: Publications, One Way to Heaven (play version), 1931-1945

	
	
	15
	Correspondence: Publications, St. Louis Woman, 1932-1945, n.d.

	
	
	16
	Correspondence: Q-Rn

	
	
	17
	Correspondence: Ro-Rz

	
	
	18
	Correspondence: Root, E. Merrill and Alsa, 1927-1938, n.d.

	
	
	
	

	2

contd.
	6
	
	Correspondence: S-Z

	
	
	1
	Correspondence: Sa-Sk

	
	
	2
	Correspondence: Sl-Sz

	
	
	3
	Correspondence: T

	
	
	4
	Correspondence: Thomas, Ruth Marie, 1926-1945

	
	
	5
	Correspondence: Trounstine, John J., 1926-1934, n.d.
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	6
	Correspondence: U-V

	
	
	7
	Correspondence: Van Vechten, Carl, 1925-1944, n.d.

	
	
	8
	Correspondence: Wa-Wd

	
	
	9
	Correspondence: Walker, Ruth Miller, 1932-1945, n.d.

	
	
	10
	Correspondence: We-Wilk

	
	
	11
	Correspondence: Will-Wz

	
	
	12
	Correspondence: West, Dorothy, 1929[?]-1945, n.d.

	
	
	13
	Correspondence: White, Walter, 1925-1930

	
	
	14
	Correspondence: White, Walter, 1931-1945

	
	
	15
	Correspondence: Woodruff, Hale, 1927-1933

	
	
	16
	Correspondence: X, Y, Z

	
	
	17
	Correspondence: Unidentified

	
	
	
	

	
	7
	
	Correspondence: Frederick A. Cullen-Ida Mae Cullen

	
	
	1
	Cullen, Frederick A.: Correspondence, 1932-1946, n.d.

	
	
	2
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, Family, 1938-1950, n.d.

	
	
	3
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, Family-Ida to Countee, 1944-1945

	
	
	4
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, 1943-January 1946

	
	
	5
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, February-April 1946

	
	
	6
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, May-December 1946

	
	
	7
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, 1947

	
	
	8
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, January-June 1948

	
	
	9
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, July 1948-1949

	
	
	10
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, 1950-1957

	
	
	11
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, 1958-1960

	
	
	12
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, January-May 1961

	
	
	13
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, June 1961-1969

	
	
	
	

	3

contd.
	8
	
	Correspondence and Accounts

	
	
	1
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence-C. Cullen Publications, On These I Stand, 1946-1952

	
	
	2
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence-C. Cullen Publications, St. Louis Woman, 1946-1957

	
	
	3
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence-C. Cullen Publications, St. Louis Woman, 1958-1960

	
	
	4
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-Memorials to C. Cullen, Branch Library, New York City, 1950-1961

	
	
	5
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-Memorials to C. Cullen, School (P.S. 194), New York City, 1950-1968

	
	
	6
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-Memorials to C. Cullen, Memorial Foundation, etc., 1947-1950, n.d.

	
	
	7
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-C. Cullen Papers, 1950-1968, n.d.

	
	
	8
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-C. Cullen Papers, 

Fisk University, 1951

	
	
	9
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-C. Cullen Papers, 

Atlanta University, 1946-1949

	
	
	10
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-C. Cullen, Programs Honoring, 1946-1965, n.d.

	
	
	11
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-Afro-Arts Bazaar, 1949-1953, n.d.

	
	
	12
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Correspondence, etc.-Hamilton Grange Library, New York City, 1960-1963, n.d.

	
	
	13
	Accounts, 1928-1946, n.d.

	
	
	14
	Accounts: Income Tax, 1941-1946

	
	
	15
	Accounts: Insurance, 1931-1946

	
	
	16
	Accounts: Funeral, Mrs. Elizabeth Lucas (mother of Countee Cullen), 1940

	
	
	17
	Cullen, Frederick A.: Accounts, 1935-1946

	
	
	18
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Accounts, 1940-1946

	
	
	19
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Accounts, 1947-1965

	
	
	20
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Accounts, Afro-Arts Bazaar, 1949-1953

	
	
	
	

	
	9
	
	Financial Records and Bank Books, 1935-1945; Bank Statements, 1944-1948; Canceled Checks, 1940-1950; and Personal Financial Records [Not Microfilmed]



	
	
	
	

	4
	10
	
	Diary, Address Books, Certificates, Legal Papers, and Schoolwork

	
	
	1
	Diary, 1928 (fragmentary)

	
	
	2
	Address Books, n.d.

	
	
	3
	Certificates, 1922-1943, n.d.

	
	
	4
	Documents

	
	
	5
	Documents: Will, May 5, 1945

	
	
	6
	Cullen, Frederick A.: Documents-Will, March 16, 1937

	
	
	7
	Legal Papers, 1929-1930

	
	
	8
	Cullen, Frederick A.: Legal Papers, 1921-1947, n.d.

	
	
	9
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Legal Papers, 1940-1948

	
	
	10
	Records: Medical, 1945

	
	
	11
	Cullen, Frederick A.: Records, 1941-1944, n.d.

	
	
	12
	Schoolwork: Editor, The Magpie, 1921

	
	
	13
	Schoolwork: Editor, The Magpie, 1922

	
	
	14
	Schoolwork: Papers, 1926

	
	
	15
	Schoolwork: French Workbooks, 1938

	
	
	16
	Schoolwork: French Workbooks 1938[?]

	
	
	17
	Schoolwork: French Workbooks, n.d.

	
	
	
	

	
	11
	
	Plan Books, Exams and Notes, Teaching Materials, and Reports of Supervisors

	
	
	1
	Plan Book, 1935

	
	
	2
	Plan Book, 1937

	
	
	3
	Plan Book, 1940-1941

	
	
	4
	Plan Book, 1941-1942

	
	
	5
	Plan Book, 1942

	
	
	6
	Plan Book, 1942, pt. 2

	
	
	7
	Plan Book, 1943

	
	
	8
	Plan Book, 1944

	
	
	9
	Plan Book, 1944 (2)

	
	
	10
	Plan Book, 1945

	
	
	11
	Plan Book, 1945-46

	
	
	12
	[Not Microfilmed]

	
	
	13
	Teaching Materials: Exams, Notes, and Pupils’ Work, 1931-1945, n.d.

	
	
	14
	Teaching Materials: Notes on Methodology, etc., 1930-1931

	
	
	15
	Reports of Supervisors, 1934-1945

	
	
	
	

	4

contd.
	12
	
	Speeches and Writings

	
	
	1
	Speeches, 1923-[1942-1944?]

	
	
	2
	Articles: “The Development of Creative Expression,“ in High Points, September 1943

	
	
	3
	Book Reviews: By and about C. Cullen, 1921-1940

	
	
	4
	Letters to the Editor, 1926-1943

	
	
	5
	Novels, Juvenile: The Lost Zoo, 1940 (2 copies, 1 Ms. with changes)

	
	
	
	

	5
	
	6
	Novels, Juvenile: The Monkey Baboon, n.d. (unpublished)

	
	
	7
	Novels, Juvenile: My Lives and How I Lost Them, 1942 (printer’s proof)

	
	
	8
	Novels, Juvenile: Nine Lives (versions of My Lives…), incomplete

	
	
	9
	Novels, Juvenile: Nine Lives 

	
	
	10
	Poetry Anthology, On These I Stand, 1947 (Ms., pp. 1-22)

	
	
	11
	Poetry Anthology: On These I Stand, 1947 (Ms., pp. 23-41)

	
	
	12
	Poetry Anthology: On These I Stand, 1947 (Ms., pp. 42-69

	
	
	13
	Poetry Anthology: On These I Stand, 1947 (Ms., pp. 70-115)

	
	
	14
	Poetry Anthology: On These I Stand, 1947 (Ms., pp. 116-139)

	
	
	15
	Poetry Anthology: On These I Stand, 1947 (Ms., pp. 140-159)

	
	
	16
	Play: Heaven’s My Home by C. Cullen and Harry Hamilton, ca. 1935

	
	
	17
	Play: The Medea of Euripides, ca. 1935

	
	
	18
	Play: Byword for Evil (unpublished version of adaptation of The Medea)

	
	
	19
	Play: One Way to Heaven, 1932 (version of novel for adults)

	
	
	20
	Play: One Way to Heaven
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	Writings

	
	
	1
	Play: St. Louis Woman, Ms., 1945 (December 17, 1945)

	
	
	2
	Play: St. Louis Woman (from the novel God Sends Sunday), 1945[?]

	
	
	3
	Play: St. Louis Woman (changes by C. Cullen), n.d.

	
	
	4
	Play: St. Louis Woman, Ms., Act I, n.d.

	
	
	5
	Play: St. Louis Woman, Ms., Act II, n.d.

	
	
	6
	Play: St. Louis Woman (as produced), 1935[?]

	
	
	7
	Play: St. Louis Woman (lyrics by C. Cullen), n.d.

	
	
	8
	Play: St. Louis Woman (revision by Langston Hughes), n.d.

	
	
	9
	Play: The Third Fourth of July by C. Cullen and Owen Dodson, 1946

	
	
	10
	Plays: School Plays, 1942, n.d.

	
	
	11
	Plays: Manuscripts, untitled, n.d.

	
	
	12
	Poem: “Advice to Youth,“ n.d.

	5

contd.
	
	13
	Poem: “La Belle, La Douce, La Grande,“ 1944

	
	
	14
	Poem: “Apostrophe to the Land,“ 1942

	
	
	15
	Poem: “Ave Atque Vale,“ 1921

	
	
	16
	Poem: “Black Majesty,“ 1930[?]

	
	
	17
	Poem: “Brown Boy to Brown Girl,“ 1924

	
	
	18
	Poem: “Christus Natus Est,“ 1943

	
	
	19
	Poem: “Clinton Alma Mater“ (Clinton to her graduates), 1921

	
	
	20
	Poem: “Dad,“ 1924

	
	
	21
	Poems: from Copper Sun, reprint, 1946

	
	
	22
	Poem: “The Dance of Love,“ 1924

	
	
	23
	Poem: “Elegie,“ 1944

	
	
	24
	Poem: “From Fifty Years,“ n.d.

	
	
	25
	Poem: “Ghosts,“ 1929[?]

	
	
	26
	Poem: “Heritage,“ n.d.

	
	
	27
	Poem: “I Have a Rendezvous with Life,“ 1921

	
	
	28
	Poems: “If You Should Go“ and “Afterword“ (written for Yolande DuBois), 1930-1931

	
	
	29
	Poem: “In Memoriam: James Weldon Johnson,“ 1939 [Not Microfilmed]

	
	
	30
	Poem: “Karenge Ya Marenge,“ 1943
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	Writings

	
	
	1
	Poem: “Life’s Rendezvous,“ 1927

	
	
	2
	Poem: “The Loss of Love,“ n.d.

	
	
	3
	Poems: From The Medea and Some Poems, 1935

	
	
	4
	Poem: “A Negro Mother’s Lullaby,“ 1941[?]

	
	
	5
	Poem: “An Old Story,“ 1927

	
	
	6
	Poem: “A Song of Sour Grapes,“ 1926

	
	
	7
	Poem: “A Song of the Wakeupworld“ [1917-1924?]

	
	
	8
	Poem: “Sonnet,“ 1934

	
	
	9
	Poem: “Sonnet to Yolande,“ 1923

	
	
	10
	Poem: Sonnet, untitled, 1932

	
	
	11
	Poem: “To a Swimmer,“ 1918

	
	
	12
	Poem: “To One Who Said Me Nay,“ 1925

	
	
	13
	Poem: "Where Two or Three Are Gathered,“ 1930

	
	
	14
	Poem: “The Wise,“ 1924

	
	
	15
	Poem: “Youth to Age,“ 1923[?]

	
	
	16
	Poems set to music: List of, n.d.; “Christus Natus Est,“ 1945, 1963
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contd.
	
	17
	Poem set to music: “Clinton, My Clinton,“ 1922

	
	
	18
	Poem set to music: “A Curious Thing,“ 1948

	
	
	19
	Poem set to music: “Dear Friends and Gentle Hearts,“ ca. 1943

	
	
	20
	Poem set to music: “Epitaph for Joseph Conrad,“ 1942

	
	
	21
	Poem set to music: “Heritage,“ ca. 1960

	
	
	22
	Poem set to music: “If You Should Go“ (3 settings) [1925-27], 1928, n.d.

	
	
	23
	Poem set to music: “The Light That Is Born of Love,“ ca. 1943

	
	
	24
	Poem set to music: "A Rendezvous with Life,“ n.d.

	
	
	25
	Poem set to music: “Requiescam,“ 1926

	
	
	26
	Poem: From St. Louis Woman (unpublished, restricted)

	
	
	27
	Poem set to music: “Saturday’s Child,“ 1925, 1963

	
	
	28
	Poem set to music: “Seven Choruses from the Medea of Euripides,“ 1935, 1942 (2 copies)

	
	
	29
	Poem set to music: “Song of the Wakeupworld,“ n.d.

	
	
	30
	Poem set to music: “To a Brown Girl Dead“ (2 settings), 1925 [1925-1926]

	
	
	31
	Poem set to music: “Tryst,“ ca. 1925 (2 copies, 1 Ms.)

	
	
	32
	Poem set to music: “The Wise,“ 1926

	
	
	33
	Radio Serial: “The Sunny Side of the Street“ by C. Cullen and Hughes Allison, n.d.

	
	
	34
	Radio Serial: “The Sunny Side of the Street,“ Script (incomplete), n.d.

	
	
	35
	Short Stories: Maricoya, n.d.

	
	
	36
	Outline of Proposed Book: You Learn to Love Them, n.d.

	
	
	37
	Notes, 1945, n.d.

	
	
	38
	Book Jackets, n.d.

	
	
	39
	Mercer & Arlen: Free and Easy, 1959[?]

	
	
	40
	Mercer & Arlen: Songs for St. Louis Woman, 1946

	
	
	41
	Still, William Grant: Outline for Opera Rashana, n.d.

	
	
	42
	Cullen, Frederick A.: Autobiography, From Barefoot Town to Jerusalem (Ms.)

	
	
	43
	Cullen, Ida Mae: Notes and Lists, n.d.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Scrapbook I, 1921-26
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	Scrapbooks and Clippings

	
	
	1
	Scrapbook II: Reviews, etc., re: Color and Copper Sun

	
	
	2
	Scrapbook III: Reviews, etc., re: The Black Christ and Other Poems

	
	
	3
	Scrapbook IV: re: St. Louis Woman, 1945
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contd.
	
	4
	Clippings, 1924-1935

	
	
	5
	Clippings, 1936

	
	
	6
	Clippings, January-March 1928

	
	
	7
	Clippings, April-December 1928

	
	
	8
	Clippings, 1930-1932

	
	
	9
	Clippings, 1934-1935

	
	
	10
	Clippings, 1939-1941

	
	
	11
	Clippings, 1942

	
	
	12
	Clippings, 1943-1944

	
	
	13
	Clippings, 1945

	
	
	14
	Clippings, 1946

	
	
	15
	Clippings, 1947-1949

	
	
	16
	Clippings, post-1949
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	Clippings, Biographical Data, Obituaries, Scrapbook, and Photos

	
	
	1
	Clippings, 1950-1969

	
	
	2
	Clippings, n.d.

	
	
	3
	Biographical Data: Cullen Family [1940-1949]

	
	
	4
	Obituaries and Funeral Notices: Cullen Family, 1932-1961

	
	
	5
	Obituaries and Funeral Notices, 1934-1967

	
	
	6
	Photos: Scrapbook V, 1920 [?]

	
	
	7
	Photos: High School, Countee Cullen, 1921

	
	
	8
	Photos, 1928

	
	
	9
	Photos: Countee Cullen, 1930-1945, n.d.

	
	
	10
	Photos, 1941

	
	
	11
	Photos: Family

	
	
	12
	Photos: Ida M. Cullen, 1937-1969

	
	
	13
	Photos: Travels, n.d.

	
	
	14
	Photos: Travels with the Rev. Frederick A. Cullen [1920s-1930s]

	
	
	15
	Photos: Acquaintances [1903-ca.1962], n.d.

	
	
	16
	Photos: Group

	
	
	17
	Photos: First Name Identifications Only

	
	
	18
	Photos: Unidentified Individuals (some pictured with Cullen)

	
	
	19
	Photos: Medea of Euripides, Atlanta University, 1940

	
	
	20
	Photos: Medea (Rose McClendon)

	
	
	21
	Photos: St. Louis Woman (Pearl Bailey and Ruby Hill), 1946 [?]

	
	
	22
	Photos: St. Louis Woman (all-white cast, Nashville), n.d.
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	23
	Photos: Animals and Miscellaneous, 1940, n.d.
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	Memorabilia, Announcements, Programs, Script, Pamphlets, and Sheet Music

	
	
	1
	Memorabilia, 1936-1960, n.d.

	
	
	2
	Announcements and Invitations, 1931-1962

	
	
	3
	Envelopes (addressed), 1945[?]

	
	
	4
	Lists, 1933

	
	
	5
	Programs, 1924-1944
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	5
	Programs, 1924-1944 (contd.)

	
	
	6
	Programs, 1945-1963, n.d.

	
	
	7
	Programs: For St. Louis Woman, 1946-1952

	
	
	8
	Programs: Salem Methodist Episcopal Church, 1924-1947

	
	
	9
	Radio Script: “Ma Perkins“ by L. Huntley & Selinger, 1943

	
	
	10
	Pamphlets, Leaflets, etc.: Libretto, 1925 (libretto for Lohengrin-not microfilmed]; other items filmed as described)

	
	
	11
	Pamphlets, Leaflets, etc., 1931-1939

	
	
	12
	Pamphlets, Leaflets, etc., 1942-1944

	
	
	13
	Pamphlets, Leaflets, etc., 1945-1946

	
	
	14
	Pamphlets, Leaflets, etc.: Book Lists, 1940-1944, n.d.

	
	
	15
	Sheet Music, 1941-1944, n.d.
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	Items Dedicated to Cullen or Concerning Him

	
	
	1
	Poems: Dedicated or Presented to Cullen, 1921-1949, n.d.

	
	
	2
	Yearbook Presented to Cullen, 1930

	
	
	3
	Sheet Music Presented to the Cullens, 1933-1944

	
	
	4
	Speech Presented to Cullen, 1937

	
	
	5
	Yearkbook: Dedicated to the Memory of Countee Cullen, 1946

	
	
	6
	Thesis: [Bayne] Sister Mary Ancele, SSND.  “Paradoxes in the Poetic Philosophy of Countee Cullen"- 1961

	
	
	7
	Thesis: Perry, Margaret. “A Bio-Bibliography of Countee Cullen,“  1959 (carbon copy)

	
	
	8
	Draft: Perry, Margaret. “A Bio-Bibliography of Countee Cullen,“ Chap. I, 1969 (photocopy)

	
	
	9
	Thesis: Reimherr, Beulah. “Countee Cullen: A Biographical and Critical Study,“ 1960 (carbon copy)
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	10
	[Thesis]: Thomas, Ruth Marie. “Spices: Selected Readings by Negro Authors . . . ,“ 1945

	
	
	11
	Writings: Cook, John H. “Negro Singers,“ in Xavier Antheneum, n.d.

	
	
	12
	Writings: Hicks, Calvin Louis: Outline for a biography of the poet Countee Cullen (proposal for a John Hay Whitney Opportunity Fellowship)

	
	
	13
	Writings: Kornhauser, Adolph. “Countee Cullen: Poet and Teacher,“ in Tower (Spring 1944)

	
	
	14
	Writings: Woodruff, Bertram L. “The Poetic Philosophy of Countee Cullen,“ in Phylon, 3d Q, 1940
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	Schoolwork of Cullen’s Pupils and School Publications

	
	
	1
	Schoolwork of Pupils: “Poems to Countee Cullen from 9B2,“ 1941

	
	
	2
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Composition Books (6, partially filled)

	
	
	3
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Compositions, 1944; Maps, 1945

	
	
	4
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Poems, 1940

	
	
	5
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Poems, 1941

	
	
	6
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Poems, 1942

	
	
	7
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Poems, 1943

	
	
	8
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Poems, 1944

	
	
	9
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Poems and Miscellaneous, n.d.

	
	
	10
	Schoolwork of Pupils: Selected Poems, n.d.

	
	
	11
	School Publications, 1941-1944
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