Harold Bloom. in Shakespesre: The Tnvention: of the
Human, srgues deae ©
Eespeare and in the workd's Brersrure, 251
caompranising shuual love that perishes of is owa
ideskism and bsensity” {Bloom. 1998, p. 393

Rommes pied fufier s unmuiched, Gy
st of an

r-crossed Tovcry——enha:r are or bodi—
w0 defy fate. :

Hearing thar Jubier ls dead,
Roﬂnm ~thee very Romeo whe Lm’d after kiling Tybaly
Fam formune’s ol (LG 139)- “Then |
defy vou, starst” (V.i.24) and tries 0 mbe chasge of his
own destiny. Although such acrion heightens passion and
stengthens the lovers” resolve, i alo accsiorsies the
joumney 1o tragedy and doom

cchares

Star-crossed lowve c-zd.n‘cs a & maar theme i er-
srare andd filye i dhe cady rwensefinst conary, dhough
sametimes the cause of the lovers' doom shifis fram
desting toward pyychological as well s social forces. As
an L‘X?f{f&slﬂn ()f IE}C uflamiﬂﬁhicﬁ"of lI!l!’d,\iJ?ﬂlGlf
passionate wdel, v oreflecis s enduring and widespread
human need.

SEE ALSO Lowe Poetry: Romeo and Jidiet; Shakespeare,
Willians,
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Stein, Gererude and Alice B. Foklas

STEIN, GERTRUDE AND
ALICE B. TOKLAS
TE- 1946 and 18771967

(écrtm Seeiry and Alico B,
lovers, domestic partnars, and cn
bt grew ap in the San Francisco ares bur did not mee
until 107 Seein’s brother's house in Panis. They were
srong the premicr expatriace couples of Paris modernism,
amd remain one of the bst knewn fesbiun couples of the
swernticth centary, It b cant that Sein's most popu.
bar and enduring work, T Awobicgraphy of Alice B
Tokias (1933}, i « fevonal autobiography that conflaes
the woiple's subjecnvities inte those of the fcdoenal Alic
in s pages, Gertrude Steln writes as i she were Alice
Toklas writing abuar Gertrude Stein, The Awobiography of
Alice B, Tokias is ant enduring porerair of Parfs, ity cafes,
partics, tanous artists, and wriers, in the vears herween
1210 and 1930, This vibrant culwre is conresualized in
seemns of the women’s munully interdependent and gen-
crative lesbian reladonship,

Faklas were Tifclony friends,
sauive collaborators. They

STEIN: BECOMING A WRITER

(.\cr[mde Stein wus born in Allegheny, Peansylvania, on
When she was three, her family moved
id then 1o Paris. Afrer ovo years in Curope, her
family moved s Owkdand, Californis. Stein fved diere
il she aviended Radclitfe College, graduating in 1897,
She st spent nwo vears at Johns Hoplim “Schaol of
Madivine but lefr withour carning 2 degrec. She moved
baack e Pasis i 1903, where she lived with ke brother Leo
a1 27 R de Floarus, Loo was ain ant writke, and {eande
began collooting are with him, hining the walls of their
arelicr with paintings by Avgusee Renodr, Sdoused Maner,
and Paul Céranne. The siblings’ famous salon began when
thoy suured invidng people 1o view ther paintings.

Ir 1903 Ciertrade wreote a shorr novel sbout a filed
lesbian love iangle, 2 £ £, bur did ner oy w publish
it, perhups because of is sutobiographical subject marer,
She claimed 1o have feigomen sbout it updl 1932, In
903 she also began writing dhe long novel The Making
af Amerizams, In 1904 she began the novella Ferndar
wnd b P05 smried Three Lives, a series of three now
shout three working-clzss wonsen fromt Baliimare,

Tliree Lives was Bradly published in 1909, The other
writhngs were published barer o Fhe Makong of Americans
in 1925, Fershurst and £ wogether {posthumonsly)
iz 1971 Whether or nor Srera sruly farget about ber first
£ L, several of & s (hauucrs‘ sitpaions, and
e reappear .;w%,nu ble form in e
middle vovells of Three Liveq “Melan abaut &
mised-race wennin whe (s aviracized bo
sevual destre, Sh
I




Stein, Gartrude and Afice B, Toklus

popralar doctir, wuwd is finally betrayed by ber best (riend
Rase, who br with Melmctha bevnse she 5 not
sexually respecua delanctha dies of CansEIpTin,
suffering the sad demise common w0 the firerry stereo-
wwpe of the teagic mulateo she represents, but her story i
also the wory of murginalized desire and bereaval first
touched on in §, & I

“Melanatha” b5 a formally innovative et that uses
an unrcdhable sacist narmton cun-on seaemces, and
Adrican American speech pamerns o create 2 new,
impresionistic way of wiiting, Critics haifed jts porteaits
of black characrors; some thought it was eneng the mase
sympathetic and  reabisic poriavals you published,
whereas acher readers condemned the text for tafficking
in the deneaning iind of racist sierentypes found in pulp
novels and minsirel shows, “Manahs” proved an auly
ceample of primisvise, & mode of represcrnasion that
corflacd noa-Anglo-Saxon mcial heriage—being of
Jewish or African descente-with wnconventional sexual-
iy, such as homosexuality or sexual  promsiscuity.
Primitivism was a fantsy wherein anyone could throw
off the constraines of civilization and embrace the savage
that lurked within, Visual artists such as Pablo Picasso
ware working with prirdtivist Bcial masks at the seme
time that Stein was weitiag “Melancrha,” and cerminiy
primimvist notons of character allowed Stein w creatc an
experimenial, steaming style of prose narnative and dia-
lograe that helped put her on the lirerary aap.

STEIN AND TOKLAS: LIFE AND

WORK TOGETHER

By 1909 Stein was living with Alice B. Tokls, whom she
d met two years cartier. Toldas was born in San
Frascisco on April 30, She amended the Universiy of
‘smmr} and then the University of Washingron, whers she
d music. When har mother died she retumed o
San Francisco to care for her father and brether for the
next sent years, finally keaving ar the age of twenty-ning 1o
start hor ows B in Pards. Tolbs mer Swein almost
immmediarely upon ber arival in France in 1907, By the
next year, Tokls bad aught henelf to tvpe in onder
teansoribe Stein's manuscripts, and she quickly besame
Stein's partner, secrotary, confidans, mase, audience, and
houschold sranager. Tokhs had excellont taste v paing-
i and music, and was o very good cook
Siein and Toklus wrore cach other love notes, calfing cach
sther by par sames such 23 “pussy” and Mlovey.” Srein
wivte coded eratic peetry abosr their 1 rogether, the
most fumaews example of which is Lifling Belly, written
during World War | but not published vanl after Steins
death, Musy fesninis orities consider £ f‘frsg Bellrta bea
chissic of lesbian [rerature, aod see the word caurou toem
sprinkled themeghout Swmin's wr

THGT 16 Grgasm:

HE

ing-as % coded refer-

A+

S

Gertruds Steits and Alice Foblas, av aaGes.

l,%ﬁ%né, belly high.
That 5 what | adere 3
Come aur cow.
Litde connections,
Yes oh yes cow come our.

always more and more,

(Saein 1989, p. 33/

After Leo moved out of the Rue de Fleurus in 1910,
Stein and Toklas continued the liverary and artisdic sadon,
hosting writers Erniest Hemingway, F. Scort Fitzgerald,
and SE\:‘fmsﬁ}d Anderson and arrists Eﬁ«!cue‘!
Mutisse, and Georges Brague, smong others. In The
Auivdiography of Alice B. Tukds, Alice wlks abowr sining
with the wives while Seeins visits with her male “genius™
friends, The book is & loving tribure 10 Toklas's observa-
vional skiils and engaging characier, snd it made Toklas,
and the relationship berween the wornen, fomous when it
was prublished.

After The Ausobiograpiy of Alice B Teblas, Stein and
Tiddas went om 2 feerare wur of the Unized Spame
Stein vecotved book contracts for subsequent work from
the publisher Randomt Flouse. During z?wr fife rogather,
Stein published sevorad volurses of memoins, countless
portraits, iany pooms, amd several ow
Swin znd 1o

Picasio,




veuntrside of Biligrin and Caloz during the Nazi aceu-
pation of France in World War 1L Their friendship with
Vichy collaboratar Bernand Fay helped dhern ez cape Naz
rsecution, snd Stein has been o ed far her selfs

serving polities during an era when echer Jows were belng
3ent 16 concentration camps and exrermimited. Stein died
of stomach cancer in 1946, leaving her cstate 10 Tokdas,
who lived on for two decades. Withour Jegal starus as
Swein's widow, hawever, Toldas evenmually fast trany of

the paintings (0 membors of Swin's family, who
fenged her rights w them. After Swin's deach, Tokhs
seraguled financially, sccsionally sefling a printing snd
publishing iecters and an auroblogeaphy, Whar f
Rememberad (1963, and a famous cookbook, The Alice
B. Toklas Caok Book {1954, ro support heself. She i
buried next to Swin in Pére Lachaise Cemerery m Pasis,
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STERILIZATION

Sterilization is the result of any procedure or condision
by which a person becomies incapable of reproducing,
crtization iy be voluntery and undertaken 25 3 per

mancnt barm of birth conteol, ar it may be wvolumry,
ding surgery, drug

dhe ezsule of disease, trearaens fin
therapy, or radistion}, trauma o the
(stphs as eastration), er public policy ¢
congref]. Surgicdl seerlization—vasecmmy in maks and
cubal Bgation {salpingzerom
commiin forot of contrarention wed in maeied couples
g i s considersd peria-

 feemslesis dhe mosc

shirty and above, §
fie, rarcied womn sr more spn o und

o seeritize-

Sterilization

won involves more invasive surgery, has mere
complizations, costs more, and hos a higher rare of fiifure
than male swerilization procedures €0.4% for fermdes,
compared with 0.15% for mudes), the rate of Fanul
swerthization & roughly 19 percent, whereas that of males
is areund 12 percent. 1n the Unired States, insurance
compunies are more jtkely ro pay for 2 woaan's tuha)
ligation than for her male parmer’s vasecrory.

Males are sterilizad generally drrongh a vassctomy,
This 15 usually performed in 1 doctor’s office under lacal
anesthesiz. The entiee procodury rakes fikkeen 1o DseRLy
minutes. A small incision i made in the scrowl sae, and 2
senall section of the vay deforens is isolated and drewn
through the incision. The ends of the vas are then gither
tidd off or caurerized to grevent the ends from growing
back and rejpining. The operarion works by preventing
the sperm from raaching the urethra and thas the cjacu-
lared semtina! fuid. Men who have uadergone vasecio-
mics are generally abke ro resume pormat sexnal re
within days of the procedure, though they must continue
t0 use slernative birth control methods. unl the sporm
eount shows mo sperm. Useally by sy wecks after dhe
procedure or fificen cjacalations, men who have under
gons the procedure are essentially srerie and incapable of
impregnating & woman. Failores within the firs two
masths following the vasecromy wre woally due w a
fen residual sperm remaining in the geaital trace, Larer
farlures are generadly the result of the vas deferens -
ing back together. For the lumer reason. doctors fre-
quently sugRest & repeat spert count after one year
from the procedare, Other compliczsons include a loc
and temporary inflammation, discemfort, and {very
rarely) 4 serivus infection of the epididviids.

srorili

Sperm continties o be peoduced by the westes but i
refeased inte the abdeminal caviey and reabsorhed by the
buody. Vasectomy does not dirinish bido (sex drivel or
cause any change fn crectiie or ejacalatory funcrion, nor
by ditninish che volume of the cisealie
Lsince sperm normally onby acoounts for 19 of the e
nal thad), Male hormones including wstoswerone, are
produced. Though vasectomy is considered a perasa-
uent form of sterifization, the procedure mav be reversed
i vasevasoroany, in which the ends of the vas deferons
are surgically weconnected. Success mtes vary fom 16
pureear e 79 pereene.

Tubal sterilizacion, dso called wabal ligation ¢
nae’s vabos vl i she mes common method of female
sterifizaion. [uring this procedure. e fallopian riles
are cup s canterired lor athernise occhuded) o prevint
the eva Fom riacking cither e pefmn or the uen
There are soveral W accemplish dhis,

does it nott

vaginal wporoaches.




