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Dictionary of Literary Biography
Navigation Guide

About
Dictionary of Literary Biography currently provides access to over 9000 essays from more than 212 DLB
volumes focusing on all genres and time periods of American and British Literature, as well as some
World Literature.  All future print volumes of DLB will be added to the database regularly.  The
documentary volumes and the yearbooks are currently not included in DLB Online.

The essays of Dictionary of Literary Biography outline the lives and careers of authors from all eras and
genres and summarize the critical response to their work. In addition, each DLB entry contains: 

• Personal information: birth/death dates, nationality/ethnicity, principal genres, awards, family
history, and many entries include an author portrait. 

• Principal Works: a list of the author's most important writings. 
• Further Readings about the Author: a list of additional writings, published interviews, biographies,

and a bibliography of writings about the author 

Search Options
DLB offers several ways to search: author name, title of work, birth year, death year, nationality,
subject/genre, essay topics, full text, ethnicity, gender, and DLB volume/title.  The searches can be used
alone or in combination. If you enter terms in more than one field, the search engine automatically uses
the AND search operator, looking for entries that contain each of the terms in the specified fields.
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Author Name Search
Within the Author Name field, enter a complete name or any word or combination of words known to be
part of the author’s name. Variant names and pseudonyms used by the author are also searchable as
part of the Author Name index.  For example, Gore Vidal or Vidal, Gore could be used; Mark Twain or
Samuel Clemens could also be used.

Title of Work Search 
Within the Title of Work field, enter a complete title of any word or combination of words known to be in
the title. For Example: Breathing Lessons, Confederate, hot and cold
 
Birth Year and Death Year Search 
Within the Birth Year and Death Year fields, you may enter a specific year or a range of years.  For
example:  1936, 1950-1959 (for any year 1950-1959). 

Nationality Search 
Within the Nationality field, select a nationality from the pull-down list. 
 
Subject/Genre Search 
The Subject and Genre descriptors are assigned terms that indicate the type and broad subject of the
author’s writings. Within the Subject/Genre field, select a subject or genre from the pull-down list. 

Essay Topic
You can select an essay topic from the pull-down list.

Full Text Search 
The Full Text field searches for the presence of any word or words within the entry’s main essay text and
additional text fields, as well as all forms of the author’s name, the author’s works, genres, and subjects.
For those instances in which a search in a particular field results in zero records, you may want to use the
Full Text search function. 

Ethnicity Search
You can choose an author’s ethnicity from the pull-down box.

Gender Search
You can select the author’s gender from the pull-down box.

DLB Volume Title Search
You can perform a search by selecting the title of the DLB print volume in which the biographical essays
were originally published prior to being made available electronically for DLB on GaleNet. The print
volumes are organized around principles of genre, nationality, ethnicity, and time period, and therefore
provide a highly effective means of identifying groups of authors who share distinguishing characteristics.
A pull down menu displays the available DLB titles in alphabetical order. To make a selection from a list,
simply click on a title. 
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Navigating Search Results
Once you have filled in your search criteria and selected Search, you will be presented with a list of the
documents that fulfill your query. Your search criteria is repeated at the top of the screen for your
reference. The number of documents found and the first set of documents are also displayed. From here
you can scroll the first page or choose another page of results to view.

By default, results lists are sorted by relevance; each document's relevancy score is indicated in the
Score column (to view the score click on the column heading.) Please note that the "most relevant"
document will be listed first. 

The column heading by which the documents in a results list is being sorted is indicated by highlighting
the column heading (Score, Document Type, Source, or Type.) 

To reorder the documents using another column as the sort criteria, simply click on the column's heading.
This will change your default sort order for all future searches until you reset it. 

Tip: For searches based on relevancy, only the first 200 documents will be retrieved. However, if your
search is intended to determine the number of documents that meet your criteria and this number
exceeds 200, simply select another column to serve as the basis of the sorting order. The total number of
hits will be displayed whenever the order is not based on relevancy. 

If your search has resulted in more documents than you specified to be returned to you on the search
page (that is, if you requested 10 results per page and there are more than 10 documents that fulfill your
query), you can navigate to the other pages of the results list using the First Page, Previous Page, Next
Page, and Last Page buttons that will be displayed, when appropriate, in the navigation bar at the left of
the screen. These buttons may also be available at the bottom of the result list to save you from having to
scroll back to the top of the list. 
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Navigating Documents 
Once you have selected a document from a results list, it will be retrieved and displayed. Many
documents have internal Table of Contents sections that will make it easy for you to jump directly to the
component of information you want. 
In addition, there is a series of buttons that will be displayed at the bottom of the page to enable you to
quickly retrieve other documents in your results list. First Document retrieves the first document in the list,
Previous Document recalls the document immediately preceding the document you are currently viewing,
Next Document accesses the document immediately following the document you are viewing, and Last
Document jumps directly to the last document in the results list. Finally, you may also select Current
Results from the navigation bar at the left of the screen to return to your result list and navigate it without
the aid of these buttons.
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Search Tips
• Use two or three search terms to refine your search. By using more search terms to narrow your

search, you can locate essays that fit your information needs better.
• By default, the search engine finds only those essays containing all of the words you specify; make

sure to use the Boolean operators below if you want to search differently.
• Be specific. If you’re looking for information about ancient Rome, enter both of those words in your

search. If you enter just Rome, your search may give you essays that discuss modern Rome or
Rome, N.Y., but not ancient Rome.

• Find an exact phrase with the help of double quotes (" "). In this way, you can narrow your searches
by requiring that the search terms appear as a phrase in the order that you typed them. Simply
enclose your phrase terms in double quotes (" ").

• You can also mix phrases and single search terms in the search box.
• Use plural or other word endings. For example, if you are looking for discussions of murder, search

for various forms of the word using the OR operator as the connector, e.g. murder or murderer or
murderous.

• Try using synonyms for your original words. For example, "nervous breakdown" or "mental
breakdown" or "nervous disorder" or "mental instability".

• The search engine is NOT case sensitive.

Punctuation
Hyphen - A hyphen (-) used between two words is considered part of the term. If you are searching for a
word or phrase that normally contains a hyphen, include the hyphen and enclose the word or phrase in
quotes.

Apostrophe - Apostrophes (’) are not recognized by the search engine and should be deleted from search
terms.

Ampersand - Ampersands (&) are not recognized by the search engine. When an ampersand is integral
to a search term, it is best to drop the ampersand and use the W (Within) proximity operator.

Wildcards
The * (ampersand) and ? (question mark) are used to search for words or numbers sharing a similar
pattern. The * and ? replace alphabetical and numerical characters. The * is placed at the end of the
term’s root. The search retrieves all words sharing the same root. For example, the term faith* retrieves
essays that contain the words faith, faithful, or faiths. The ? is used to replace a single character within a
word to retrieve various forms of that word. For example, the term wom?n retrieves essays that contain
either woman or women.

Boolean Operators
AND - Use the AND search operator to retrieve documents that contain both of the specified search
terms. This operator places no condition on where the terms are found in relation to one another;
however, both terms have to appear somewhere in the field you are searching. For example, a full text
search for apples AND bananas will find any essay that contains mention both of apples and bananas. 

OR - Use the OR search operator to retrieve documents that contain one or both specified search terms.
This operator places no condition on where the terms are found in relation to one another; however, one
or both terms must appear somewhere in the field you are searching. For example, a full text search for
apples OR bananas will find essays that mention apples, essays that mention bananas, and essays that
mention both types of fruit. 

NOT - Use the NOT search operator to retrieve documents that do not contain the specified term. For
example, a full text search for apples NOT bananas will find essays that mention apples but not bananas.
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Proximity Operators
The W operator will find essays containing the specified words in the specified order within the number of
words you indicate. For example, old w4 sea finds documents that contain the word old within four words
of the word sea, and old must precede sea. 

The N operator locates documents containing the words you specify within the number of words you
specify, but the words can be in any order. For example, apples N4 bananas finds documents that
contain the words apples and bananas within four words of each other, regardless of order (that is,
bananas could precede or follow apples). 

Parentheses - The operators described above each operate on either simple terms (words or phrases) or
a more complex query delimited by parentheses (). Parentheses allow you to construct very powerful
queries.

 For more information about Dictionary of Literary Biography, check out the Help and About buttons
located on the navigation bar.  
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