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Fashion, Costume, and Culture: Clothing, Headwear, Body
Decorations, and Footwear through the Ages provides a broad overview
of costume traditions of diverse cultures from prehistoric times to
the present day. The five-volume set explores various items of hu-
man decoration and adornment, ranging from togas to turbans,
necklaces to tennis shoes, and discusses why and how they were cre-
ated, the people who made them, and their uses. More than just a
description of what people wore and why, this set also describes how
clothing, headwear, body decorations, and footwear reflect different
cultural, religious, and societal beliefs.

Volume 1 covers the ancient world, including prehistoric man
and the ancient cultures of Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, Greece, and
Rome. Key issues covered in this volume include the early use of
animal skins as garments, the introduction of fabric as the primary
human body covering, and the development of distinct cultural tra-
ditions for draped and fitted garments.

Volume 2 looks at the transition from the ancient world to
the Middle Ages, focusing on the Asian cultures of China and Japan,
the Byzantine Empire, the nomadic and barbarian cultures of early
Europe, and Europe in the formative Middle Ages. This volume also
highlights several of the ancient cultures of North America, South
and Central America, and Africa that were encountered by
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Europeans during the Age of Exploration that began in the fifteenth
century.

Volumes 3 through 5 offer chronological coverage of the de-
velopment of costume and fashion in the West. Volume 3 features
the costume traditions of the developing European nation-states
in the fifteenth through the nineteenth centuries, and looks at the
importance of the royal courts in introducing clothing styles and
the shift from home-based garmentmaking to shop-based and then
factory-based industry.

Volumes 4 and 5 cover the period of Western history since
1900. These volumes trace the rise of the fashion designer as the
primary creator of new clothing styles, chart the impact of technol-
ogy on costume traditions, and present the innovations made pos-
sible by the introduction of new synthetic, or man-made, materials.
Perhaps most importantly, Volumes 4 and 5 discuss what is some-
times referred to as the democratization of fashion. At the begin-
ning of the twentieth century, high quality, stylish clothes were
designed by and made available to a privileged elite; by the middle
to end of the century, well-made clothes were widely available in
the West, and new styles came from creative and usually youth-
oriented cultural groups as often as they did from designers.

Organization
Fashion, Costume, and Culture is organized into twenty-five

chapters, focusing on specific cultural traditions or on a specific
chronological period in history. Each of these chapters share the fol-
lowing components:

• A chapter introduction, which discusses the general histori-
cal framework for the chapter and highlights the major so-
cial and economic factors that relate to the development of
costume traditions.

• Four sections that cover Clothing, Headwear, Body
Decorations, and Footwear. Each of these sections opens
with an overview that discusses general trends within the
broader category, and nearly every section contains one or
more essays on specific garments or trends that were impor-
tant during the period.

Each chapter introduction and individual essay in Fashion,
Costume, and Culture includes a For More Information section list-
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ing sources—books, articles, and Web sites—containing additional
information on fashion and the people and events it addresses. Some
essays also contain See also references that direct the reader to other
essays within the set that can offer more information on this or re-
lated items.

Bringing the text to life are more than 330 color or black-and-
white photos and maps, while numerous sidebar boxes offer addi-
tional insight into the people, places, and happenings that influenced
fashion throughout the years. Other features include tables of con-
tents listing the contents of all five volumes, listing the entries by
alphabetical order, and listing entries by category. Rounding out the
set are a timeline of important events in fashion history, a words to
know section defining terms used throughout the set, a bibliogra-
phy of general fashion sources, including notable Web sites, and a
comprehensive subject index, which provides easy access to the sub-
jects discussed throughout Fashion, Costume, and Culture.
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