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N O T E S

GENERAL NOTE: In producing the sixth edition of Worldmark Encyclopedia of the
States, the editors were aided by the wealth of information now available from state
governments on the World Wide Web. The information included in this volume from
postings by state agencies was supplemented by data from the Census Bureau, the
Bureau of Economic Analysis, the National Center for Education Statistics, the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, the Department of Energy, the National Science Board, the
National Center for Health Statistics, the Federal Highway Administration, the
Department of Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Department of the
Interior, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and a wide variety of additional
federal agencies and offices. This state and federal information was indispensable to
Worldmark editors in revising state articles. Space does not permit listing of the hun-
dreds of additional documents from private sources which were consulted for each
state’s entry. Listed below are notable sources of data which were used in revising a
majority of entries. 

MAPS: The maps of the states were produced by the University of Akron Labora-
tory for Cartographic and Spatial Analysis under the direction of Joseph W. Stoll. The
maps originated from the United States Geological Survey 1:2,000,000 Digital Line
Graphs (DLG). Additional sources used to determine and verify the positioning of text
and symbols include 1990 United States Census Data, USGS 1:500,000 Topographic
State Maps, brochures and maps from the state visitor bureaus, and the Rand McNally
United States Road Atlas. For definitions of abbreviations used on the maps please
refer to the section entitled “Abbreviations and Acronyms” appearing on page 859 of
this volume.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES: Recognizing the trend toward use of the metric sys-
tem throughout the United States, the text provides metric equivalents for customary
measures of length and area, and both Fahrenheit and Centigrade expressions for tem-
perature. Production figures are expressed exclusively in the prevailing customary
units.

LOCATION, SIZE, AND EXTENT: The lengths of interstate boundary segments
and the total lengths of state boundaries appear in roman type when derived from offi-
cial government sources; italic type indicates data derived from other sources. Discrep-
ancies in the boundary lengths of neighboring states as specified by official sources
arise from divergent methodologies of measurement.

FLORA AND FAUNA: Discussions of endangered species are based on the List of
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants maintained by the Fish and Wildlife
Service of the US Department of the Interior, and on data supplied by the states.

POPULATION: Population figures are from data released by the US Census
Bureau’s Population Estimates Program as of June 2002. These data can be found at
http://eire.census.gov/popest/estimates.php together with a wide variety of additional
economic and demographic data collected by the US Department of Commerce and
other related federal agencies. Tables of counties, county seats, county areas, and esti-
mates of county populations as of July 2002 accompany the articles on the 14 most
populous states; the editors regret that space limitations prevented the publication of
such a table for each state. Because of rounding of numbers, county areas in these
tables may not equal the total.

LANGUAGES: Examples of lexical and pronunciation patterns cited in the text are
meant to suggest the historic development of principal linguistic features and should
not be taken as a comprehensive statement of current usage. Data on languages spo-
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ken in the home were obtained from “Languages Spoken at Home: 2000” issued
online at http://factfinder.census.gov by the US Census Bureau.

TRANSPORTATION: Transportation statistics were compiled from the Transpor-
tation Profile for each of the states and the District of Columbia published by the
Bureau of Transportation Statistics, US Department of Transportation. 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM: Uniform Crime Reports for the United States, published
annually by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and embodying the FBI Crime Index
(tabulations of offenses known to the police), was the principal source for the crime
statistics cited in the text.

ARMED FORCES: The number of veterans of US military service are as reported by
Census 2000. Additional data came from the State Summary reports prepared by the
Office of Public Affairs, Media Relations, Department of Veterans Affairs issued in
2002 and 2003.

INCOME: Data on income was extracted in part from State BEARFACTS 2000–
2001 published online at http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/bearfacts by the Bureau of
Economic Analysis of the US Department of Commerce.

LABOR: Statistics on the labor force and union membership were obtained from
Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States Department of Labor and are available online
at http://www.bls.gov.

ENERGY AND POWER: Data for proved reserves and production of fossil fuels
were derived from publications of the American Gas Association, American Petroleum
Institute, National Coal Association, and US Department of Energy. Data on nuclear
power facilities were obtained from the Nuclear Information and Resource Service and
from state sources.

INSURANCE: The principal statistical sources for information on insurance were
annual publications of the Insurance Information Institute and the American Council
of Life Insurance.

PUBLIC FINANCE: Tables of state government revenues and expenditures were
obtained from 2002 State Government Tax Collections and State Government
Finances: 2001 issued by the US Census Bureau and available online at http://
www.census.gov/govs/www/statetax02.html and http://www.census.gov/govs.state.
Additional information came from the official web sites of the individual states.

HEALTH: The principal statistical sources for hospitals and medical personnel were
annual publications of the American Dental Association, American Hospital Associa-
tion, and American Medical Association.

LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS: In most cases, library and museum names are listed
in the American Library Directory by R. R. Bowker, and the Official Museum Direc-
tory, compiled by the National Register Publishing Co. in cooperation with the Amer-
ican Association of Museums.

PRESS: Circulation data follow the 2002 Editor & Publisher International Year-
book.

FAMOUS PERSONS: Entries are current through July 2003. Where a person
described in one state is known to have been born in another, the state of birth follows
the personal name, in parentheses.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Bibliographies are intended as a guide to landmark works on
each state for further research and not as a listing of sources in preparing the articles.
Such listings would have far exceeded space limitations.
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All information contained within a state article is uniformly keyed by means of small superior numerals
to the left of the subject headings. A heading such as “Population,” for example, carries the same key
numeral (6) in every article. Thus, to find information about the population of Alabama, consult the
table of contents for the page number where the Alabama article begins and look for section 6
thereunder. 

Introductory matter for each state includes: Origin of state name
Nickname
Capital
Date and order of statehood
Song
Motto
Flag
Official seal
Symbols (animal, tree, flower, etc.)
Legal holidays
Time zone

FLAG COLOR SYMBOLS

Yellow Red Green Blue Orange Brown White Black

SUBJECT HEADINGS IN NUMERICAL ORDER SUBJECT HEADINGS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER

1 Location, size, and extent 27 Mining Agriculture 23 Intergovernmental 
2 Topography 28 Energy and power Animal husbandry 24 cooperation 19
3 Climate 29 Industry Armed forces 17 Judicial system 16
4 Flora and fauna 30 Commerce Arts 42 Labor 22
5 Environmental protection 31 Consumer protection Banking 32 Languages 8
6 Population 32 Banking Bibliography 50 Libraries and museums 43
7 Ethnic groups 33 Insurance Climate 3 Local government 14
8 Languages 34 Securities Commerce 30 Location, size, and extent 1
9 Religions 35 Public finance Communications 44 Migration 18

10 Transportation 36 Taxation Consumer protection 31 Mining 27
11 History 37 Economic policy Economic policy 37 Organizations 46
12 State government 38 Health Economy 20 Political parties 13
13 Political parties 39 Social welfare Education 41 Population 6
14 Local government 40 Housing Energy and power 28 Press 45
15 State services 41 Education Environmental protection 5 Public finance 35
16 Judicial system 42 Arts Ethnic groups 7 Religions 9
17 Armed forces 43 Libraries and museums Famous persons 49 Securities 34
18 Migration 44 Communications Fishing 25 Social welfare 39
19 Intergovernmental cooperation 45 Press Flora and fauna 4 Sports 48
20 Economy 46 Organizations Forestry 26 State government 12
21 Income 47 Tourism, travel, and Health 38 State services 15
22 Labor recreation History 11 Taxation 36
23 Agriculture 48 Sports Housing 40 Topography 2
24 Animal husbandry 49 Famous persons Income 21 Tourism, travel, and
25 Fishing 50 Bibliography Industry 29 recreation 47
26 Forestry  Insurance 33 Transportation 10

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS

A fiscal split year is indicated by a stroke (e.g. 1994/95). 
A dollar sign ($) stands for us$ unless otherwise indicated. 
Note that 1 billion = 1,000 million = 109. 
The use of a small dash (e.g., 1990–94) normally signifies the full period
of calendar years covered (including the end year indicated).
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