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Reader’s Guide

Junior Worldmark Encyclopedia of 
the Nations, Fourth Edition, presents profi les 
of 193 countries of the world, arranged al-
phabetically from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, 
in 10 volumes. Junior Worldmark is based on 
the eleventh edition of the reference work, 
Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Nations. Th e 
Worldmark design organizes facts and data 
about every country in a common structure. 
Every profi le contains a map, showing the 
country and its location in the world.

For this fourth edition of Junior 
Worldmark, the pages were redesigned to 
make the information more accessible to 
student researchers. Facts were updated and 
elements were developed or expanded. Th e 
profi le of the current political leader of each 
country was expanded; most leader profi les 
are accompanied by a photo. Approximately 
100 new photographs were chosen to illus-
trate the landscape or society of the countries 
of the world. Many depict people engaged in 
activities of everyday life (especially young 
people or families at home, at school, or at 
work). 

Th e Junior Worldmark structure—35 
numbered headings—allows students to 

compare two or more countries in a vari-
ety of ways. To further the opportunity for 
comparisons, most country profi les feature 
graphical presentations of data: Geographic 
Profi le, Growth Rate of the Economy, Com-
ponents of the Economy, Yearly Balance of 
Trade, and a standard table comparing se-
lected social indicators.

Th e Geographic Profi le table ranks 
the country in land area among the 193 
countries of the world. Th e highest and low-
est points in the country are given, as well as 
average rainfall and temperature. Th e table 
entitled Selected Social Indicators off ers a 
snapshot of the country and its development 
in relation to the other nations of the world in 
terms statistics available as of 2004. Included 
are data for eight key characteristics—per 
capita gross national product, population 
growth rate (overall and in urban areas), life 
expectancy, population per physician, pupils 
per teacher in primary schools, illiteracy 
rate, and per capita energy consumption. Th e 
country’s statistics are compared to the aver-
ages for low-income countries, high-income 
countries, and the United States.
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Because of diff erences in exchange 
rates, economic systems, government insta-
bility or lack of resources, and government 
reporting procedures, it is diffi  cult—in some 
cases impossible—to fi nd data for all of the 
categories listed in the articles. If a country 
profi le lacks any of the graphical elements, 
in most cases it was due to lack of reliable 
statistical information.

Th e statistics, however, are more 
than complete enough to paint a disturbing 
picture of the great discrepancy in wealth be-
tween the industrialized nations and those of 
most of the rest of the world. As every Select-
ed Social Indicators table illustrates, nearly 
half of the world’s people live in countries 
where the yearly per capita gross national 
product averages $2,110.

Because many terms used in this 
encyclopedia will be new to students, each 
volume includes a comprehensive glossary. A 
keyword index to all ten volumes appears in 
Volume 10.

Profi le Features

Each country profi le begins by defi n-
ing eight ways that the country is known to 
its neighbors and to the rest of the world: 

Country names are reported in three 
forms. The first, the common name, is the 
name most English-speaking people use 
when talking about the country. In smaller 
type below the common name is the of-
ficial name, in English. Finally, the name, 
in the language of the country, appears in 
italic type below the official name.

Capitals are named in the common Eng-
lish-language form, with the native lan-

guage (if available) following in parenthe-
ses.

National emblems and fl ags are provided 
in color on the end pages of each volume, 
and in black and white accompanying the 
country’s entry; the flag is also described 
in the text appearing below the flag. 

National Anthem. The title of the national 
anthem is provided in the native language 
(with English translation in parentheses). 
Some anthems are untitled. In those cases, 
the first line of the anthem, or the phrase 
commonly used to refer to the anthem, 
is provided in the native language (with 
English translation in parentheses).

Monetary Unit of the country is described, 
with information about its history where 
available. Exchange rates are provided 
to give the student a relative idea of the 
value of the currency, and to enable broad 
comparisons between currencies of dif-
ferent countries. For the twelve European 
nations that are members of the European 
Union, conversions are provided for the 
euro as well. For up-to-the-minute in-
formation on exchange rates, the student 
should consult a newspaper or bank.

Weights and measures vary around the 
world, and Junior Worldmark reports on 
the system used by each country.

Holidays listed are official public holidays 
celebrated by the government and its citi-
zens. A movable holiday falls on a different 
date each year, like Labor Day (first Mon-
day in September) in the United States.

Time is standard time given by time zone in 
relation to Greenwich mean time (GMT). 
The world is divided into 24 time zones, 
each one hour apart. The Greenwich me-
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ridian, which is 0 degrees, passes through 
Greenwich, England, a suburb of London. 
Greenwich is at the center of the initial 
time zone, known as Greenwich mean 
time (GMT). All times given are converted 
from noon in this zone. The time reported 
for the country is the official time zone. 

 Th e body of each country’s profi le is arranged in  
 35 numbered headings.

1 ■ Location and Size. The country is lo-
cated on its continent in the world. Statis-
tics are given on area and boundary length. 
Size comparisons are made to states of the 
United States, and a descriptive location 
for the capital is provided.

3 ■ Topography. Features of the terrain 
and major rivers and lakes are described. 
A geographic profile accompanies this 
section, and provides information on 
points of highest and lowest elevation, cli-
mate, and ranks the country in land area 
among the 193 countries of the world. 

3 ■ Climate. Temperature and rainfall are 
given for the various regions of the coun-
try in both English and metric units. 

4 ■ Plants and Animals. Described here 
are the plants and animals native the 
country.

5 ■ Environmental. Destruction of natural 
resources—forests, water supply, air—is 
described here. Statistics on solid waste 
production and endangered and extinct 
species are also included.

6 ■ Population. Census statistics from 
the country, from the United Nations, and 
from the United States are provided. Pop-
ulation density and major urban popula-
tions are summarized. 

7 ■ Migration. This section describes 
movements of the country’s people, both 
within the country, and emigration to 
other nations of the world. Also described 
is the country’s policy on refugees and im-
migration from other countries.

8 ■ Ethnic Groups. The major ethnic 
groups are ranked in percents. Where ap-
propriate, some description of the influ-
ence or history of ethnicity is provided. 

9 ■ Languages. The official language is 
listed, along with other languages spoken 
in the country.

10 ■ Religions. The population is broken 
down according to religion.

11 ■ Transportation. Statistics on roads, 
railways, waterways, and air traffic, along 
with a listing of key ports for international 
trade and travel, are provided.

12 ■ History. Concise summary of the 
country’s history from ancient times 
(where appropriate) to the present.

13 ■ Government. The form of govern-
ment is described, and the process of gov-
erning is summarized. A brief biographi-
cal profile of the current political leader 
is provided, accompanied by his or her 
photo. 

14 ■ Political Parties. Descriptions of the 
political parties of significance through 
history where appropriate, and of influ-
ence as of 2004.

15 ■ Judicial System. Structure of the 
court system and the jurisdiction of courts 
in each category is provided.
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16 ■ Armed Forces. Statistics on troops 
and weapons are provided, along with de-
scription of the structure of the military.

17 ■ Economy. This section summarizes 
the key elements of the economy and 
describes key trading alliances. In most 
countries, two graphical presentations of 
data accompany the text. These are a bar 
graph showing the yearly growth rate of 
the country’s economy, and a pie chart il-
lustrating the percentage of the economy 
devoted to agriculture, industry, and ser-
vices. 

18 ■ Income. Gross national product, total 
and per person in us$, along with the av-
erage inflation rate.

19 ■ Industry. Key industries are listed, 
and important aspects of industrial devel-
opment in the country are described.

20 ■ Labor. Statistics on the civilian la-
bor force, including numbers of workers, 
percent of workers by industry segment, 
employment outlook including unem-
ployment statistics, wage rates where 
available.

21 ■ Agriculture. Statistics on key agricul-
tural crops for internal consumption and 
export are provided.

22 ■ Domesticated Animals. Statistics on 
livestock—cattle, hogs, sheep, etc.—and 
the land area devoted to raising them are 
given.

23 ■ Fishing. The relative significance of 
fishing to the country is provided, with 
statistics on fish and seafood products. 

24 ■ Forestry. Land area classified as forest 
is given, along with a listing of key forest 

products and a description of government 
policy toward forest land.

25 ■ Mining. Description of mineral 
deposits and statistics on related mining 
activity and export are provided.

26 ■ Foreign Trade. Value of exports and 
imports in us$, with key products, are list-
ed. For most countries, a graph illustrates 
the trend in balance of trade (exports mi-
nus imports).

27 ■ Energy and Power. Description of 
the country’s power resources, including 
electricity produced and oil reserves and 
production, are provided.

28 ■ Social Development. Government so-
cial programs are described and statistics 
given. Included are insurance for the el-
derly, unemployed, disabled, and children. 
The status of women is summarized.

29 ■ Health. Statistics and description on 
such public health factors as life expec-
tancy, principal causes of death, access to 
safe drinking water, numbers of hospitals 
and medical facilities appear here.

30 ■ Housing. Housing shortages and gov-
ernment programs to build housing are 
described. Statistics on numbers of dwell-
ings, percentage with water, plumbing, and 
electricity are provided.

31 ■ Education. Statistical data on literacy, 
compulsory education, and primary and sec-
ondary schools are given. Major universities 
are listed, and government programs to foster 
education are described.

32 ■ Media. The state of telecommunica-
tions—television, radio, telephone—and 
print media is summarized.
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33 ■ Tourism and Recreation. A sum-
mary of the importance of tourism to the 
country is given, and factors affecting the 
tourism industry (such as war or natural 
disasters) are described. Key tourist at-
tractions are listed. 

34 ■ Famous People. In this section, a few 
of the best-known citizens of a country are 
listed. When a person is noted in a country 
that is not the country of his of her birth, 
the birthplace is given.

35 ■ Bibliography. Suggestions are pro-
vided as a guide for further reading. 

Glossary. Appearing in every volume of 
Junior Worldmark Encyclopedia of the Na-
tions, Fourth Edition, the glossary expands 
upon information given in the body of the 
profile.

Index. A keyword index to all ten volumes 
appears in Volume 10.
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Comments and Suggestions

We welcome your comments and 
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Photographs of World Leaders

Th e following sources provided im-
ages of the leaders of the nations of the world 
that appear in most entries. Sources for other 
photos illustrating the entries are credited in 
association with the image. 

© Attar Maher/Corbis Sygma: Equatorial Guinea—Mba-

sogo, Teodoro Obiang Nguema; AP/Wide World Photos: 

Afghanistan—Karzai, Hamid; Albania—Nano, Fatos Thanas; 

Angola—Dos Santos, José Eduardo; Antigua—Bird, Lester; 

Armenia—Kocharyan, Robert; Bahamas—Christie, Perry; 

Bangladesh—Zia-Ur Rahman, Begum Khaleda; Barbados—

Arthur, Owen; Belize—Musa, Said; Bhutan—Wangchuk, 

Jigme Singye; Botswana—Mogae, Festus; Bulgaria—Saxe-

Coburg-Gotha, Simeon; Cambodia—Sen, Hun; Chile—Lagos 

Escobar, Ricardo; Colombia—Vélez, Álvaro Uribe; Congo-

DROC—Kabila, Joseph; Cote d’Ivoire—Gbagbo, Laurent; Cy-

prus—Papadopoulos, Tassos; Czech Republic—Spidla, Vlad-

imír; Dominica—Skerrit, Roosevelt; East Timor—Alkatiri, 

Mari; Ecuador—Gutierrez Borbua, Lucio Edwin; El Salva-

dor—Flores Perez, Francisco; Estonia—Rüütel, Arnold; Fiji—

Qarase, Laisenia; France—Chirac, Jacques; Gabon—Bongo, 

Omar; The Gambia—Jammeh, Yahya; Ghana—Kufuor, John 

Agyekum; Greece—Simitis, Kostas; Guinea—Conté, Lansa-

na; Guyana—Jagdeo, Bharrat; Haiti—Aristide, Jean Bertrand; 

Honduras—Maduro, Ricardo; Hungary—Medgyessy, Péter; 

India—Vajpayee, Atal Behari; Iran—Khatami, Mohammed; 

Israel—Sharon, Ariel; Italy—Berlusconi, Silvio; Kenya—Ki-

baki, Mwai; North Korea—Kim Jong Il; Lithuania—Paksas, 

Rolandas; Madagascar—Ravalomanana, Marc; Malawi—Mu-

luzi, Bakili; Mali—Touré, Amadou Toumani; Marshall 

Islands—Note, Kessai H.; Mauritius—Jugnauth, Anerood; 

Moldova—Voronin, Vladimir; Monaco—Rainier III; Mon-

golia—Enkhbayar, Nambaryn; Morocco—Mohamed Vi; Mo-

zambique—Chissano, Joachim Alberto; Namibia—Nujoma, 

Sam; Nauru—Harris, Rene; Nigeria—Obasanjo, Olusegun; 

Palau—Remengesau, Tommy; Panama—Moscoso Rodríguez, 

Mireya Elisa; Philippines—Arroyo, Gloria; Poland—Kwas-

niewski, Aleksander; Portugal—Durão Barroso, José Manuel; 

Qatar—AL-Thani, Hamad Bi Khalifa; Romania—Iliescu, Ion; 

Rwanda—Kagame, Paul; Saint Kitts—Douglas, Denzil; Saint 

Lucia—Anthony, Kenny; Saint Vincent—Gonsalves, Ralph; 

Samoa—Malielegaoi, Tuilaepa Sailelel; São Tomé—Menzes, 

Fradique De; Serbia and Montenegro—Marović, Svetozar; 

Sierra Leone—Kabbah, Ahmad Tejan; Singapore—Tong, Goh 

Chok; Slovakia—Dzurinda, Mikulas; Slovenia—Drnovsek, 

Janez; Suriname—Venetiaan, Runaldo Ronald; Syria—Al-

Assad, Bashar; Tajikistan—Rakhmonov, Imomali; Tanza-

nia—Mkapa, Benjamin William; Thailand—Shinawatra, 

Thaksin; Trinidad—Manning, Patrick; Turkmenistan—Ni-

yazov, Saparmurad; Ukraine—Kuchma, Leonid Danylovich; 

Uruguay—Batlle Ibáñez, Jorge Luis; Uzbekistan—Karimov, 

Islam; Vietnam—Nong Duc Manh; Zambia—Mwanawasa, 

Levy Patrick; Austrian Press and Information Service: 

Austria—Schüessel, Wolfgang; Bahrain Government: Bah-

rain—Al-Khalifa, Hamad Bin Isa; Consulate General of 

Jamaica: Jamaica—Patterson, Percival James; Corbis: Aus-

tralia—Howard, John; Benin—Kérékou, Mathieu; Burkina 

Faso—Campaoré, Blaise; Burundi—Buyoya, Pierre; Cam-

eroon—Biya, Paul; Central African Republic—Patassé, 

Ange-Félix; Chad—Deby, Idriss; Denmark—Rasmussen, 

Anders Fogh; Guinea-Bissau—Yala (Iala), Koumba; Korea, 

South—Roh Moo Hyun; Lebanon—Lahoud, Emile; Libe-

ria—Taylor, Charles; Luxembourg—Juncker, Jean-Claude; 

Macedonia—Trajkovski, Boris; Malaysia—Mohamad, Ma-

hathir; Mauritania—Taya, Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed; Mex-

ico—Fox Quesada, Vicente; Netherlands—Balkenende, Jan 

Peter; Oman—Said, Qaboos Bin Al; Pakistan—Musharraf, 

Pervez; Peru—Toledo, Alejandro; Russia—Putin, Vladi-

mir; Senegal—Wade, Abdoulaye; Seychelles—René, France 

Albert; Sudan—Al-Bashir, Omar Hassan Ahmed; Swe-

den—Persson, Göran; Togo—Éyadéma, Gnassingbé Étienne; 

Tonga—Taufa’ahau Tupou IV; Department of Information, 

Government of Malta: Malta—Adami, Eddie Fenech-; 

Eastword Publications Development: Libya—Qadhafi, 

Mu’ammar Al; Embassy of Ethiopia: Ethiopia—Zenawi, Me-

les; Embassy of Ireland: Ireland—Ahern, Bertie; Embassy of 

Kyrgystan: Kyrgyzstan—Akayev, Askar Akayevich; Embassy 

of Maldives in Sri Lanka: Maldives—Gayoom, Maumoon 

Abdul; Embassy of South Africa: South Africa—Mbeki, 

Thabo; Embassy of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic: 

Laos—Siphandone, Khamtay; Embassy of the Republic of 

Indonesia: Indonesia—Sukarnoputri, Megawati; Embassy 
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of the Republic of Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka—Kumaratunga, 

Chandrika Bandaranaike; Embassy of the Union of Myan-

mar: Myanmar—Shwe, Than; Embassy of Zimbabwe: Zim-

babwe—Mugabe, Robert; Getty Images: Algeria—Boute-

flika, Abdelaziz; Republic of the Congo—Sassu-Nguesso, 

Denis; Eritrea—Afwerki, Isaias; Grenada—Mitchell, Keith; 

Kazakhstan—Nazarbayev, Nursultan; Lesotho—Mosisili, 

Pakalitha; New Zealand—Clark, Helen; Spain—Aznar, José 

María; Swaziland—Mswati III; Taiwan—Shui-Bian, Chen; 

Government of the Principality of Liechtenstein: Liech-

tenstein—Hans Adam II; Government of United Arab 

Emirates: United Arab Emirates—Al-Nuhayyan, Zayid Bin 

Sultan; Landov: Argentina—Kirchner Néstor Carlos; Azer-

baijan—Aliyev, Heydar; Belarus—Lukashenko, Alyaksandr; 

Belgium—Verhofstadt, Guy; Bolivia—Gisbert, Carlos Diego 

Mesa; Brazil—Lula Da Silva, Luiz Inácio; Brunei—Bolkiah, 

Hassanal; Canada—Martin, Paul; Croatia—Mesic, Stjepan; 

Cuba—Castro, Fidel; Djibouti—Guelleh, Ismail Omar; Do-

minican Republic—Mejía Domínguez, Rafael Hipólito; 

Finland—Vanhanen, Matti; Georgia—Saakashvili, Mikhail; 

Germany—Schroeder, Gerhard; Guatemala—Perdomo, Ós-

car Berger; Japan—Koizumi, Junichiro; Jordan—Abdullah 

II; Latvia—Vike-Freiberga, Vaira; Micronesia—Urusemal, 

Joseph; Nepal—Thapa, Surya Bahadur; Nicaragua—Bolaños 

Geyer, Enrique; Norway—Bondevik, Kjell Magne; Para-

guay—Duarte Frutos, Óscar Nicanor; Switzerland—Deiss, 

Joseph; Tunisia—Ben Ali, Zine El Abidine; Turkey—Erdogan, 

Recep Tayyip; Uganda—Museveni, Yoweri Kaguta; United 

Kingdom—Blair, Tony; Office of the President of Ven-

ezuela: Venezuela—Chavez Friaz, Hugo; President of Costa 

Rica: Costa Rica—Pacheco De La Espreilla, Abel; Reuters 

Media: Kuwait—Jabir III; Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia: 

Saudi Arabia—Al-SAUD, Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz; The White 

House; United States of America—Bush, George W.
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