Preface

Although the vast amount of media artention devoted to sex may make it scem more
imporant than cver, in somc wavs sex is aceually less imporant wday dhan ever before. In
the developed world, there has been 4 rread away from the wide-open spaces of agrarian
sertings and toward overcrowded cities, which means that most couples no Jonger have an
gent need 1o reproduce to provide offspring 1 take care of them when they gee older. With
fewer fickds e @il infant mortality reduced, and improved health care alfowing people o
wark for many more years, having & large number of children i no longer the standard
merhod of retisement planning. So aithough at ene wme the shility to mic pregrandie
would have had carastrophic results, today's bisth rates reflect this new realivy, be it
voluntarily zs in Eurepe, or involunsarily as in China. And now, with artificial insemination,
we don't even need the sex act to make babics. 3o i we humans were sver to lose the abibiry to
have sex st some poinc in the future theaven forbnd!}, these new rechnologies would allow sur
kind to continue 1o inhabit the earth for as long as the carth was inhabirable.

But whereds sex has lost its importance in its primary sense, it has grown in importance
in znother, keeping people together as couples, leading 1o ios currenr state where we humans
are having maore sex than ever before, 1 don't need a study to prove thar because one reason
for this increase is simply the face tharwe're Fiving longer, and so cach of us is having more sex
mes. But the added keisure time
in our moders societies also frees us to put more focus on sox, 5o while the sex et has been
decoupled somewhat from s original purpose, it remains very mach at the center of our
daily lives.

than did past generations over the course of vur longer lifs

Many of these changes have takten place over genérations, but there have been significant
changes with regard 10 sox thar have oceurred fo only the past hal€ century or so. TH everr take
same crediz for one or two of those. One significans change is that so many more womes
kewow aow that they should be enjoying sex rather than just pusting up with it in nrder e
hiive 4 famnily. In my lectures, | often make ceference to 2 Victorizn mother who, when teiling
ker abuut-to-be-
af England.” Bur while the
have raade the transition o being sexually Buifilied by scquiring the knowledge needed to
have argasme, and the independence o demand ther from their pariness. So the pleasure
s, which has historicaily beern more important for
sihy miest and wor

that comes from engaging in sexual relation

ane geoder than the other, can be thared now |

sen equadiy. And enc
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time, because &s the reproductive role of sex fossens, i
2CamE MOEE INPOTLAnt.

coutd say thar this happened just
role in keeping parents wgether ha

it has abways been impormant tor children 1o have o o3 for ther survivad, buy
fistorically, children weee given adule roles much carfier than they are today. In arder ©
support a child through the college vears. parents must find ways of cementing their
eelarionship over & much longer period of tme. And sex is an Important pare of the glee
that keeps partniers together, That is not 1o say that many divorced couples de not send their
children to college, but it becomes much more of & financial burden if the funds have o
cone from pwa separate houssholds. S0 as the reproductive aspects of sex have been sinking
in impornce, ivis the pleasurable aspeces for both males and females thar have been rising to
the top. This i especialiy true in societies where women have increasingly been able
suppart themselves, When women were Bnancially dependent oo their partness, they had
less leverage when it camse t asking for sexual satisfaction. Bur now thar women can survive
when g afone, the sexual aspects of 2 marriage, for both partaees, play & more imporant
role in their combined 4

sife to remain a functioning couple,

This encyclapedia is not only about the sexual act, but alse sbour gender, which
wraditionally stood for males and females but dhese days may be open 1o further interprera-
tons, as sexual orieatation may not necessarify follow one path finked ro the physical
attributes of male and female.

Just as sex has changed in its importance over the fast haff centary, so has gender. Not
chat fong ago everyone s place in the world was determined, w some degree, by their geader,
Every vear that goes by, that becomes less and loss true, and so conversely, as with sex,
knowing about gender becomes more and more important. I 2 the old assumprions are
wring, then we all have a duty o learn abour the new possibilities. Aed 1o do that, vou need
a8 up-io-date 4 road map as you can find, and rhat is exdcdy whar you will find inside these
many P:{gﬁﬂ.

When | firse went on dhe radio end used words bke penss and vaging, people were
shocked, Today there is hardly 2 word in the English s

age that would shock anyone. And
ver 5o many people, young and old, have s and
gender. T want 1o commend Macmillan and Fedwa Maki-Douglas for putting this magpi-
ficent set of volumes together, and | hope thar the resulr will be thar when bt comes our, thas
gap in knowledge will become somewhar smaller.

ocking lacunae in their knowledge of 4

Dr. Ruth Westhrimer

Seprember 2007




Introduction

NEED FOR THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

Mo wssucs are more debared roday than those thar swirl sround the subjecrs of sex and
geader; in debates that ofien seem to generate more heat than Nght. In this area of rapid
social change, and equally rapid progress in scientific knowledge and undersaanding, the
necessity of a comprehensive encyclopedia of sex and gender is overwhelming The need s
ceitical for 2 reference work that cevers in detai] the terricory From binlogy ta caleure (hy
way of the social sciences and the humanities), thur examines our swiftly changing present
i the Bight of new understandings of cur pasi, and one thar places all these debates in a
glabal perspective,

“Sex” and “gender” Twe werds that can have 3 powerful effect, whether tiken
sepazarcly or together, on those who encounter them. They, and the disctssions around
them, may be anathema to some. These subjects may be wboo for others. There are still
many whe, under die guise of « defense of raditional mores, believe dat by shurring their
eyes and cars {while loudly opening their mouths) they can stop the results of centuries of
social evolution. Ta those who dink that sex, in 2l its varlery, is 4 subject best not ralked
abou {jest ralking lead to aviion), the Encypelapedia of Sext and Gender stands as a challenge.
Closers are not healthy places; and where thers are probiems, as there are in i} aspects of
human fife, they are best confronted in the apen, not buried behind walls of ignorance and
denial, Formnately, the voices of cersorship are fasing their power 2y 2 swifily growing
segaent of the population embraces knowledge of sex and gender, secing in this knowledge a
mode of liberation and a recoguition that the tepics treated under the rubrics of sex and
gender have been cenwal w il world cultires from the heginning of vime, Perhaps had the
sazke i the Garden of Eden not wmpred Eve, she might not have tempred Adam o cat of
the fruit of the sree of knowledge. Ovice that door was opened, it could not he dosed.
Whatever else it may imply, this ancient story sransmits two basic truths: the relation of sex
and knowledge, and the facr that we canaot go back,

Now, in the first decade of the swenty-firse cenrury, it seeras tdmely and appropriare 10
produce an Enspelipedia of Sec and Gender. Tt hes been over half » cenmury since the
publtcarion of [, Alfred Kinsey's groundbreaking and consroversid seudies of sexaality in
the hurman male and the huran formaie. Much ink has been spilled over what constitures sex
and sexaality. And iz seems that we, as human animals, have barely begun wo imagine the
ramifications of the sl unfolding area of sex. Cur bisman emotions are belng pur w the wst
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by the rapidly expanding sreas of sechnology. Cion We Fall fn Love with & Machine? was the
tirle of 4 nnulti-media exiibit ar the Wood Streer Galleries In Phusburgh in 2006,

SCOPE AND CONTENTS: WHAT IS SEX AND GENDER?

©ur sk Is not made easier by the fact that the word “gender” (especiafly as distinguished from
sea} has 3 distinet relatonship o the English langmage. {n French, for exemple, when one
wishes to cxpress the ides of masculine and feminine sacial reles, one is thrown back on the
word for sex. A similar sitvation pertaing with Avabic. AT this is because gender, as it is used in
this encyclopedia. is # recent construct in English. The English rerm “gender™ used o refer to 3
linguistic caregory of masculine end feminine, Bue grammasical gender in English can be
misleading, explaining why the jwop from grammar to human behavior is easier in English
than in ather higuages. English grammatical gender encourages the blurring of boundarics.
Far, in English we have natural or biological gender. Nouns with a male or female sex {eg. he,
she, mother, father, cwe, zam) carry the appropriate grammiatical gender. Nouns deemed
sexless {e.g., table, cloud) 2re newter, Grammatical gender carries sexua! informarion. Natso in
other languages. In most, grammatical gender is merely 2 division of nouns into categories.
Whike # fow terms may have been pulied rowards biclogical sex {e.g. & pére, le mivd, the
overshelming emajorfty of nouns is classified according o morphology, not conrent. A famous
ommple is that the German serm for 1 young woman, Friulein, s grammatically nowter not
feminine. Did Americans whe devcloped the rew thinidng about gender mercly exploit the
resources of their lingusge or did the parricdarities of their hnguage influence the creation of
their categoric

As will became clear from this encyclopedia, gender is 2 erucia) werm for the way in
which societes organize sexual categories, sexual roles, seenal behavior, sexual identificadion,
and 3o on, Gender Studies has appeared as an avatar, or more correctly an evolution, from
Women's Studies. That is, 5 disciplinary arez still practiced sodsy (and as such a major
inweliectual force in this encydopedia} and has waditionally concenmared on women's
history, the staras, image, and role of wemen in various socierics, cuitural forms, erc
Gender Studies is more englobing and fts paradigms are & the same time more flexible
and more complex than those traditonally associared with the discipline of Women's
Studies. To take but one exzmple: scholirs and scientiss have become aware that even
biology (not to speak of sociery) is not so simply dichotomous s we used to think it was, i.e.
the male sex with its attendant chromesemes or the female sex, also with its artendant
chromosomes. Science bas broadened our universe, ar the same fime as it has complicared it
Now we must include 2 category of intersex, in which human chromosomes ar¢ not identical
e those of the male and female of the species But ravher represeat 2 mixture of the wo.
Intersex Individuals are nor ferdle, and therefore cannot propagate themselves. But they can
lee normal sexual Hves, with some phenotypically females free of the menses that plague
women for a large part of their exisrence,

Science, biology, and technology have also permicied something thar might weil have
been surprising to ninereenth and carly owentieth scientiss and physicians. Even Sigmund
Freud, the father of psychoanalysis, might rzise his eyebrows st bodily transformations thar
have become part and parcel of our gendered universe. When Donald McCloskey, 1
prominent economis, decided to chunge his sexual identite threugh swgery and hormonal
reatments from male s kmale, in ovher words o become what we roday consider 2
wranssexia individual, his femily had him atrested for insaity. Today, Donald lives happily
a5 Defrdre and revaing her position as 5 prominent socia! scientis,

Tt i youngers generatons of individuals, those in their teens and twenties, who have led
the revolation te change soral mores, ar the same time trensforming gender inte 2 much
more elastic category. A maseuiine young woman, already sperting shore hair and dressed in
blaw jeans, may ono day decide 10 no longer play what was left of the female role that sociery
fad assigned w her, and instead adopr the identity of 2 male with 2 simple first-name change.
T experivnced this personally in ey office 2ad had 1o constantly apelogize to the male when
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! called him by bis previous female name. He luaghed it off, sdding that cvervone gews him

cenfused,

Gender confusion. This & not idemical to hermaphraditism, in which a persen
possesses some combination of male and female genitslia and secondary sexual character-
istis, Hermaphrodites have existed for as long as humans have. It is simply that in earlier
centuries medicing, lacking the combinarion we possess soday of biological and technolugi-
<al means, relegated the unusual physical orpes to their own categories, The grear French
historian, Miche Foucauls, who has done so much ro make us rethink owr idess abont
sexuality, isofated and popularized the account of a young Frenck hermepheodite, whose
story has even become 2 flm,

The unusual {and the perverse) have always been part and pareel of our ideas on sex and
gender. Prominens authors Kke fean Gener and artises lke Andy Warho! pleved os the cdges
of that world. And let us not forger Sado-Masochism, named after the fimous Marquis de
Sade and the physicun Sacher-Masoch. And while many have raditionally combined the
exoric with the sexually forbidden, today’s world with fis lightning-fast modes of commu-
nmication and tansportation can casily move a pedophile from California to East Asia where
he can fulfili his fantasies ara far lower cost and less danger than in his home country. What is
sometimes referred w today as “sex sounism” is an encrmous industry, pare of the new
giobalized face of the far older commercializarion of sox.

Yet, even the weem “sex” is not without its ambiguities, T start with, it has two basic
meanings. Sex is biofogieal: the divisions of individuals in 2 species Into two dissinet groups
such that ene from exch group must come rogether and exchange genetic marerial to create the
next generazion. Sexval reproduction is an eleganic and creative way of muttiplying the genatic
variation aceded for evolution. Itis ne surprise, thercfore, that with the excepion of benighted
creatures t the lowest tungs of the evolutionary adder, sex makes the world go around. The
sexes, therefore, are biological categories dividing mest animals, bumans incladed.

But sex is also an act or acrs, specifically these necessary to accomplish sexual reproduc-
tion. Agpin, ot so simple. Many human culeares have classified as soxaal, acts which of
themsebves do pot tead to reproducion. The fact that some of these asts may have been
characterized as wmore or ks proper, shameful, or even uanawral does not change their
assimikation t sexual practices. A recent American scandal makes a fine example, For the
purposes of Pauls Jones's suit against President William Jeffersan Clinton, the court adopred
the so-called Jones definition of seaual aces, a definition that included lors of non-procreative
agtivities. President Clinton wied vo evade the charge of pesjury by dlaiming that whar he
indulged in with Monics Lewinshy did nor constitare sex acoording 1o the Jones definition.
Fow found his explanation credible. Bur there was a sense to his more general argument that
he hadt not had sex with Monica Lewinsky if ene did not include fellatio (in which by
everyone’s definition the couple cngaped} as constituting having sex. Semal asts, both
rarrowly and broadly construed, are 2 majar fozus of diis encydlopedia,

The first definition of sex, that which creates the biological categories of male and
fernale, srands in 2 paradigmaric relationship with gender. Thatis, these concepts can replace
ane another and are, indeed, often confused. After all, do they not boch refer to males and
females. the masauline and femninine? If sex refers 1 the biological busis of this distincrion,
gender sefers 1o the innumessble culraral traits that have grown up around the ariginal
biologieal ceality, 2ad which historically have varied from place w place, artture ro culrure,
and epoch o epach. Perhaps the main reasen for developing the concept of gender was to
create an analytical distance from biology, often mistakenly called “nature” (it iv 2 mistake
because culture is nzvaral for human beings), The space berwees biological sox. on the one
hand, and gender, on the ather, has cut the ides of gender lomse from the original dickaronsy
of male and femake, The degrec to which gender roles or gendered behavior are social
constructs and the degree to which they reflect biclogical realities or predisposizions remains
highly controversial and ¢ ot of engeing debate and research,
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To say that gender partakes of cultural constructs means that it operates within che
syrnbolic reafm, Religions are among our most potent definers of the symbeolic order. They
are alse Iabelers and regulators of bekavier. Should it be a surprise then thar debates abou
gender (which combines symbolism and action) are o ofien cast in religions terms?
Accordingly, alse, refigious docteines, refigious texts and Figures, play a karge role in the

Encyeispedie of Ser and Gender.

WHY NOW? OR HOW WE CAME TO THIS pOINT

Why this sudden concern with sex and gender? Is it just the unbealehy ohsession of a sociery
too rich and bored? Our debares abour sex and gender do not corme out of nowhere, They
wefiece the culminaion of @ serdes of converging wohnological, ecomemic. soulal, and
inwellecrual mavements, ‘The most busic background lies in demegraphy, specificaily whar
has commonly been called the demographic wansition. Generalizing broadly, through mest
of human history, high birth rates were mes by high dearh rates, Women had many children,
the majority of whom died i the Arst three vears of life (and many women died in
chitdbirth). Population was stagnant or grew only slowly. Beginning in the eighteenth-
centary in Burope, due largely o mnproved agrasdture and wansporasdon, his station
changed, mare children survived., and with = high birth rate end Jow death rare, population
shot up dramatically. Finally, in the third phase, women stopped having so many children
and, with low birth rate marching  fow death e, popslations began w smbilize. Most of
the globe s now o thiy third phase. This has had two fundamental conseguences, one an sex
and the other on gender roles. With low Ferrility, birth cortrel is common and sex i no
lenger ried as closely w reproduction. The separation of sex frem reproduction has recentdy
increased with new fepsoductive sechnologies ke in vito fertlizarion. Lower bicth rates also
mean thar women ao Jonger spend mest of their exisiences beating and nurturing young
children. Heace, they can do more things with their lives and, hence, the movemenas for
women's eiancipation from maditional genderdefined roles.

The attack on eraditionul gender roles was strengthened by the related process of the
industriad revolution, Industrialism, which teplaces human and animal power with inani-
mate sources of energy, decreases the importance of physical strengih in econemic activiry.
The greater physical sirength of males, 2 traditional support of gender differensiacion, has
becorme less and Joss important.,

The new more fexible relations between sex, reproduction, and gender have become
ssikingdy wisible in coammporary Americr. The daughter of the otherwise gaite conservative
Vice-President of the United Stares announced the happy event of her impending motherhood.
Execpr that she was having this child in the context of her on-going lesbian relationship with
her parmner. The source of the sperr and is physical tajecrory were discrowdy kepr privare.

Clearly, the case of Vice-President Cheney's daughrer reflects 2 host of changes in social
arsitudes. The first of these, in fime, and perhaps also in logic, is 2 reevaluation of the status of
wamen. By the end of the cighreenth cenruty, daring social thinkers wers beginning w argue
that the winds of emancipation and equality blowing across the Atlentic werld should extend
to women. Two major women's demands {developed throughout the two succeeding
canturies) were: 1} poiitical equality, especially the sufftage, and 2} access so most tadition-
ally made farms of emplovment Wemen's sulfrage 15 now a given in all the worlds
demacracies; and the last barrier, actess 1o the highes pelitical offices, is crumbling.

Women have always worked, both wide and ottside the home, What they soughs in
the nincteenth and incrcasingly in the twentdeth conturies was access beyond traditional
women's work, World Wars | and I1, with the men folk in arms znd the need for econamic
mubilization for totad waz, brought women many new job oppercanities, Resic the Riverer
gy have beon sent home when the fighting fnished, but she was not forgomen, Middie and
upper-class women struggled ro enter the professions from which an increasingly anrigquated
idea of women's intelleczual capacity srill ron-often barred them.




{ike other ermancipaiory movemens, that for womnen sprened 2 docteine which was an
cxplanation of its history, a pstificarion of it daims, and an claboration of its hepes:
Feminism. As with similar poliucad-micllecnal syseems, feminisrs bas adapsed o changing
times, taken ofi new ambitions {from sexual freedom o ecologyd, and deveioped divergent
and sometimes conflicting schuols. Yer, ceen for those who decry them, the fundamental
conceprionsof Feminism have become an integral part of 2l owr thinking o mariers relzting
to sex and gender. In the process, feminism has also linked w ropics that interset with
gender, like racism, miliarism, and asdodes o the boedy.

To the growing numbers of women in the knowledge-production-and-transmission-
brusiness, aka the professarizie, i was obvious that tradisional camricals waded o ignore haif
the human race, that is, women. From this perecived lack, Women's Studies was born.
Wormen's Studies works to restorg women's place in history, cconemics, weravare, and the
arts. This academic fieid has shone » bright Hght not only on the activities of wemen but alse
on the image of women and the conceprions of women held by the dominant patriarchal
society.

One of the things that Women's Studies scholars and feminists swiftly discovered (bath
chrough their research and rhe restrrance they encountered in thesr professional caresrs} was
that voles for and artitudes wo women were inextricably tied to attisudes to masculinity vs.
femininity (that is, gender} and to sexuality and the bedy. Lt would not be possible to liberate
women, many began to feel, without also {iberating attitudes to sexuality and the body. In
the process, Women's Swudies has given birth o Gender Srudies.

Liberating sex involves undersianding it and & wibutary o the modern scientific fleld of
sexology, from Krafft-Ebing re Kinsey and their successars. The psychoanmalysis of Sigraund
Freud, because of its emphasis on the primacy of the sexual drive, has also contributed
mightily re the recognition and exploranion of the role of sexualicy i modern life, Beoween
the sexusd revoludon of the 1970s and the rencwed puwsh assodiated with seeond-wave
feminism, other groups oppressed by the traditional patriarchal order of sex and gender
also demanded dignity and equality. The HEV-AIDS epideric helped force male homo-
sexuality our of the doser and contribured o the main-sereaming of fay culzure, Other sexual
minorities followed suin: fesblans, bisexuals, cransvestites, intersex individuals, transgendered
individuals, ste. A the law streggles o carch ap, we deal with the gay marriage debare.
Again, it is the family of Vice-President Cheney thar bese manifests she contemparary
American paradex. Mot anly is his dawghrer in 2 same-sex relationship but his wile inchuded
a losbian Iove scene in 4 novel. Yer Cheney belongs to an administeasion thar says it wanis a
constitutional amendment prohibiting the recognition of gay marriage. The best index that
an idea is gaining ground i the number of individuals whe vocferously object 1o ir. Same-
sex marsiage, i one form or anather, is being incorporated into 4 growing number of legal
systems outside the United States. The trie of sex, marriage, and reproduction (always more
inseparable in the symbolic redm than in acual practice) s dissobving, New forms and new
conniections are repiacing it

As we resvafuare our atricudes, we become aware of thelr mutability and we loak back
through our own traditions 1o sce how they have changed snd how they have evolved, Was
the Ancient World a paradise of homosexuality or did the Greeks and Romans follow rules
shiar are forsign botk to our Judeo-Christian horiage and 1o our most iberated aspiations?
Was ariginal Cheistanity pacriarchal? IF it was. does it need to remain so? This debate has
probably advanced farthest in Cheistianuy and Judaism but i has penerrated, w z greater or
lesser degree, into other religious rradinons, All thus & pare of sex and geader.

TIME AND SPACE: THE PARAMETERS OF THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

Sinee we reproduce sexusily and organize our coitares throtgh gender, it is bard o imagine
an aspect of human ffe that is not in some way touched by sex and gender. To the challenge
of this inberent breadth, the edivors of this eneyclopedia huve adided two odhers, The fist

concerns urae. The Broyedopedia of Sex and Gender vecaognizes thar our aginudes 10 sex and
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ENTRODBUCTION

gender, our practices, were not born yasterday. The examinstion of eur past not oaly helps us
srderstand ous present, it aso shows us thar cven our own wraditons often contained more
variety than we dared o imagine.

The second challenge is space, or in human eoms, the cnormows variety of cultures
across the globe. Since the Encpelopedia of Sex and Gender is written in English and s being
published within conremporary Western culture 1o which it sccks o make a coneribation),
ivis only nucarel that the grearest avention be direcred to Western cubture, its hisory, and its
currear contraversies. Yet, a reference work fimited to the West would give 2 seriously

runcated vision of sex and gender. Globalization s drawing the world swiftdy rogechier. The
West itself has historically and continues in the present 1o horrow from other cultures, as it is
irself 2 major player in the emerging world systems of sex and gender. Hence, while the West
recebves more space than ls percentage of the werkd pepulation would presently allow, the
Encyclapedia of Sex and Gender will also serve as a reference guide w non-Western cultures.

These chullenges of time and space guided the seloction of the editorial ream. The
associate editors were chosen first of all for their expertise in sex and gender and their
distinction and marurity a5 scholars, writers, and tmachers. Bevond this, cach editor was
chosen for brosder expertise in time, space and discipline. Jamsheed Choksy combines beth
the Middie East and South Asia with & chronological spread from the ancient world o the
present, Judith Roof brings tegether the more traditions) with the digital arm as well s
biology and the fuw. Francesca Canadé Saurman ranges from the Middle Ages to the present
and adds Africa w Europe. To better cover the civilizations of the Far Fast, we added wo
constlrants, Liana Hong Zhou and Sumie Jones, with expertise in China and Japan.
Together this editorial team chase many other scholass, scientises, and praciittencrs who
compuased the aricles,

AUDIENCE AND ORGANIZATION

Today the sudience for an Engyclopedia of Sex and Gender must go beyond the scholars,
teachiers, and students whom one would expect and for which it scieasific expertise is a
requisite. The encyelopedia is alo desiged 1 be 2 tol for people who are not cxperts in or
students of sex foud gender. With all the changes and debares going on sbout proper roles and
farms of sexuality, with aff the rapid evolution in our ideas of gender-appropriate behavior
findeed of what constirutes gender] there is 2 great need among members of the educated
general public for a relishle dispassionate guide to the minefiekds of sex and gender. In
preparing the Encprlopedia we have been as mindful of thie larger public as well as the more
scholastic ane. But knowledge is more dhan a practical necessity. It is also 2 form of personal’
growth andof entertainment, The Encyclapedia of Sex and Gender is also directed 1 educated
general readers interested in leareing more about aress that affect their fives.

‘Fhe Eneyelapedia serves its andiences through a combinatian of artickes thet range from
several thowsand o several hundred wards in Jength. This mnge of lengeh permits us 1o
present both exiended essays on wpics of geneeal interest {from sporss o sexuality or the
history of art) and shorter pieces that cxplain specialized terms or luminate pardeudar
practices. Entries zre also devoted to personalities, though anly dead ones, in keeping with 2
wise Macmillae policy. Individuals have been chosen ner for sheir general importance (dhis is
net 3 biographical dictenary), bue for their conmributivns fwhether by their work, sheir
theeties or their example] to the cvolution of sex and gender. Figutes chosen range from
Sapphe w0 Sade, from Foreg Farrlhaad o DUHL Lawrence, From Peter Past) Rubens o
Frida Kahlo. There are 239 black snd white ilustrations thar supplement the azticles with
works of arr, perrraits of historical Rgures and representations of social ar pofitical sedviries.

Conrrovessy is inherent in many of the topies mested in the cocyelopedia, from
homasesustity and Chrissianity, o bondage, porsography und pedophilia. Entries explore
thetsies linking hot bunion issues Bke seomality, moe, and vickenen, The editonal beard
asked irs contribusers anly 1o distinguish Serween theory or opinion and socepred knowl-
edge, and, where appropriste 1 aew differing poits of view. With the sssistance of the seaff




RODUOTION

of Macmillan, the editorizl board has worked with the awthors o creare o sufficient
consissency of stvle and presentation, Yer, these are signed ardcles for whoss conrents the
authors take responsibility, The editorial bourd has not wished to blanch aut complerely the
personality of the authors or the eriginality of their contributions. Points of view are held in
balance, but they survive. To do otherwise would be ta give a misteading view of the st of
kaowledge on sex and gender. [fthere is an anderlving asumptian it iv in favor of epeaness,
0 subjects as well as opinions.

Fo make the Encpedspedia sccessible to expert and general veader alike. the entres are
organized in alphabetical order. As sex and gender #ffect cach other, so do many of the entries
ins the Encyolupedia of Sex and Gender raise issues weated in other enimies. We hope that the
rezder will explore the interconnecrions bezween topics. The list of redaced entries can be 2
guide. But it cannot cover all connecdons. Here, we direct readess to the index. Another
form of interconnections {or of brewsing) can be achieved with the help of the list of enrries
hy tepic&

tu the last anadysis, all writing, ke af} art, is selection. There will be some whose thirst
for knowledge may not be daked, But [ can only hope that the bibliographies foliowing each
article will help the reader 1o go further. This encyclopedia is meant o open the gars of
knowledge, to create pathways 1o new areas of inquiry. Sex and gender are exciting iopics, in
cvery sense of the word. We hope the reader will find the Bacyclopedia of Sex and Gonder not
only useful and illuminating but entersaining as well.
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