
Cold War: Primary Sources tells the story of the Cold War in
the words of the people who lived and shaped it. The

Cold War was the period in history from 1945 until 1991 that
was dominated by the rivalry between the world’s superpow-
ers, the United States and the Soviet Union. Thirty-one ex-
cerpted documents provide a wide range of perspectives on
this period of history. Included are excerpts from former
British prime minister Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain
Speech,” U.S. general Douglas MacArthur’s address to the U.S.
Congress, in which he uttered the famous lines, “Old soldiers
never die, they just fade away”; “One Hundred Things You
Should Know About Communism in the U.S.A.” from the
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC); and nu-
merous speeches from Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev and
U.S. president John F. Kennedy.

Each excerpt presented in Cold War: Primary Sources
includes the following additional material:

• An introduction places the document and its author in a
historical context.
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• “Things to remember while reading …” offers readers
important background information and directs them to
central ideas in the text.

• “What happened next …” provides an account of subse-
quent events, both in the Cold War and in the life of the
author.

• “Did you know …” provides significant and interesting
facts about the document, the author, or the events dis-
cussed.

• “Consider the following …” gives students and teachers
research and activity ideas that pertain to the subject of
the excerpt.

• “For more information” lists sources for further reading
on the author, the topic, or the document.

Cold War: Primary Sources also features sidebars con-
taining interesting facts about people and events related to
the Cold War, nearly eighty photographs, a “Cold War Time-
line” that lists significant dates and events of the Cold War
era, and a cumulative subject index.

U•X•L Cold War Reference Library
Cold War: Primary Sources is only one component of

the three-part U•X•L Cold War Reference Library. The other
two titles in this set are:

• Cold War: Almanac (two volumes) presents a comprehen-
sive overview of the period in American history from the
end of World War II until the fall of communism in East-
ern Europe and the Soviet Union and the actual dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union itself. Its fifteen chapters are
arranged chronologically and explore such topics as the
origins of the Cold War, the beginning of the nuclear age,
the arms race, espionage, anticommunist campaigns and
political purges on the home fronts, détente, the Cuban
Missile Crisis, the Berlin Airlift and the Berlin Wall, the
Korean and Vietnam wars, and the ending of the Cold
War. The Almanac also contains more than 140 black-and-
white photographs and maps, “Words to Know” and
“People to Know” boxes, a timeline, and an index.
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• Cold War: Biographies (two volumes) presents the life sto-
ries of fifty individuals who played key roles in the Cold
War superpower rivalry. Profiled are well-known figures
such as Joseph Stalin, Harry Truman, Nikita Khrushchev,
Henry Kissinger, John F. Kennedy, Mao Zedong, and
Mikhail Gorbachev, as well as lesser-known individuals
such as physicist and father of the Soviet atomic bomb
Igor Kurchatov, British foreign minister Ernest Bevin, and
longtime U.S. foreign policy analyst George F. Kennan.

• A cumulative index of all three titles in the U•X•L Cold
War Reference Library is also available.
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Comments and suggestions
We welcome your comments on Cold War: Primary

Sources and suggestions for other topics to consider. Please
write: Editors, Cold War: Primary Sources, U•X•L, 27500 Drake
Rd., Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331-3535; call toll free: 1-
800-877-4253; fax to 248-699-8097; or send e-mail via http://
www.gale.com.
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