
Every day, students are exposed to a variety of controversial issues, rang-
ing from waste management and organ transplants to freedom of infor-
mation. Making sense of these issues—getting background information
and sorting out different points of view—can be a daunting task.

Some subjects, such as justice and war, have been part of human
societies for a long time. Others, such as cloning and global warming,
have emerged in recent decades. While young people may have an
immediate interest in articles entitled “Peer Pressure” and “Teens and
Sex,” they may view “Long-Term Care” as fairly remote from their lives.
Yet for a variety of reasons, an obscure issue may suddenly become a
very relevant one.

This four-volume reference work, Current Issues, is designed to help
students grasp the issues they come across in school assignments,
through the media, and in conversations with others. The encyclope-
dia contains 265 entries related to a wide range of subjects taught in
secondary schools and community colleges, including history, gov-
ernment, sociology, economics, earth sciences, environmental studies,
and health. Each article presents an overview of the issue and impor-
tant background information, along with relevant discussions of con-
stitutional principles, social or environmental considerations, or other
significant factors. The article also summarizes different points of view.
An editorial board of distinguished scholars reviewed all entries.The
articles in Current Issues are arranged in alphabetical order and illus-
trated with photographs. Charts and graphs supplement the text. Def-
initions of difficult or unfamiliar terms appear in the margin, along with
sidebars that highlight particular aspects of an issue. Cross-references
at the end of each entry direct the reader to articles on related sub-
jects. Volume 4 includes a Glossary of key terms used in the encyclo-
pedia, a list of Additional Sources with books and Web sites arranged
by field, and a comprehensive Index.
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Many of the subjects about which people express deep concern today
are widely discussed in the media. But information about them is often
presented without context and may be one-sided or focused on a small
part of the story. The encyclopedia of Current Issues provides balanced
overviews of important topics that should help students gain a better
understanding of the complex world in which they live.
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Note: Volume numbers precede
each page number, separated by 
a colon. Page numbers in bold-
face type refer to main discussions;
those in italics refer to photographs.

A
AA. See Alcoholics Anonymous

(AA)
AARP, 4:34
AAUP. See American Association

of University Professors
(AAUP)

Abbey, Edward, 2:27–28
Abington School District v.

Schempp, 4:80
AbioCor heart, 1:64, 3:119
Abolitionist, defined, 1:126,

3:219, 4:170
Abolitionist movement, 1:10,

1:126
Aborigines, Australian, 1:211,

3:220–221
Abortion, 1:1–6, 4:174

for adolescents, 1:14, 1:15
in China, 1:4
controversy over, 3:68
demonstrations and, 1:2
ethical and social issues

concerning, 1:2–4
legal, 1:4–5
medical issues concerning,

1:1–2
partial-birth, 1:6
protest movement and, 

3:203
Roe v. Wade and, 1:5, 2:20,

3:203, 4:22, 4:95

in United States, 1:4–6
Abortion pill, 4:15
Abstinence, defined, 1:42, 2:82,

4:54
Abuse. See Child abuse; Elder

abuse; Family violence;
Spouse abuse

Academic freedom, 1:6–8
in Europe, 1:7
in United States, 1:7–8

Accidents, alcohol-related, 1:47,
1:48

Accommodation, for people with
disabilities, 1:205

Acid rain (acid deposition), 1:8–9
ACLU. See American Civil

Liberties Union (ACLU)
Acquaintance rape, 3:223
Acquired immunodeficiency

syndrome. See AIDS
Activism, 1:9–11. See also Protest

movements; specific movements
judicial, 3:5
literature as, 1:68
Native American, 3:109

Actual malice standard, 3:35
Acupuncture, 1:52
Adams, John, 3:149
Adams, Samuel, 2:155

at Constitutional Convention,
1:159

Adarand v. Pena, 1:28
Addiction. See also Drug use and

abuse
to alcohol, 1:48–49
defined, 2:13

Addictive, defined, 4:59

Adirondack Mountains, acid rain
in, 1:9

Administrative Procedures Act
(1946), 2:105

Adolescence, 1:11–15
changes during, 1:12–13
commitment to mental

institutions during, 1:14
confidential medical care

during, 1:14–15
curfews and, 3:15
freedoms and limitations

during, 1:13–14
highway safety and, 2:171
historical background of, 1:12
justice system and, 3:15–16
juvenile crime and, 3:11–15
legal status during, 1:13
parenthood during, 4:99–101
peer pressure and, 3:136–138
sexuality and, 4:101–104
sexually transmitted diseases

and, 4:53
smoking during, 4:58–59

Adoption, 1:15–18
business aspects of, 1:16
historical background of,

1:15–16
international, 1:15
Islamic law governing, 1:16
lesbian, 1:15
open and closed, 1:17
race and, 1:17–18
sealed-record controversy

regarding, 1:16–17
Adoptions and Assistance Act

(1980), 1:110
Adult day care, 3:50
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Adultery, defined, 1:215, 3:43,
4:20

Advance directives, 1:192–193
Advanced Research Project

Agency (ARPA), 2:222
Advertising, 1:18–22

antismoking, 1:19
by attorneys, 2:68, 2:69
benefits of, 1:19
censorship and, 1:96
ethical and social issues

concerning, 1:20–21
of health care services, 1:20
legal aspects of, 1:19–20
stealth ads and, 1:21
subliminal, 1:21
targeted groups for, 1:22
to young people, 1:22

Aesthetic, defined, 4:125
AFDC. See Aid to Families with

Dependent Children (AFDC)
Affirmative action, 1:23–25,

1:201, 3:222
defined, 1:157, 2:64, 3:9
multiculturalism and,

3:100–101
Afghanistan

drug trade in, 2:9–10
food aid to, 4:120
Islamic fundamentalism in,

4:18
refugees from, 1:82
restriction of press in, 2:115

AFL. See American Federation of
Labor (AFL)

Africa. See also specific countries
AIDS in, 1:40, 1:41, 1:42, 1:45
child welfare in, 1:112
colonization of, 3:220
illegal arms trade in, 2:156
infant and child mortality rate

in, 2:211, 2:212
nationalism in, 2:189
population of, 3:167

African Americans, 1:25–29. See
also Racial entries
adoption by Caucasian

parents, 1:17–18
advertising to, 1:22
affirmative action and. See

Affirmative action

AIDS among, 1:40–41
all-black educational

environments favored by,
1:201–202

assimilation of, 2:71
black nationalism and, 1:28,

1:79–80
black-white relations and,

1:25
civil rights movement and. See

Civil rights movement,
African American

current issues facing, 1:28–29
desegregation and. See

Desegregation
discrimination against. See

Racial discrimination
divorce among, 1:216
education of, 1:28
equality of opportunity in

education and, 4:81
gangs formed by, 2:122
Great Depression and, 1:127
income of, 2:205, 3:221, 4:32
in election of 2000, 2:37–38,

4:140
intelligence of, 2:216–217
Jim Crow laws and, 1:23,

1:126, 1:199, 4:137, 4:138
judicial system and, 3:8
juvenile crime rate among,

3:13–14
in labor unions, 3:19–20
life expectancy of, 3:37
migration of, 3:84
in military, 3:89
minstrel shows and, 1:69
in mixed marriages, 3:54
multiculturalism and,

3:99–100
police and, 3:144–145
poverty among, 2:207, 3:174
premarital births among,

2:191
in prisons, 3:189
in professional sports, 4:71
progress made by, 1:27–28
quality of life of, 3:217
reparations for slavery and,

4:20
segregation of. See

Desegregation; Racial
segregation

sexually transmitted diseases
and, 4:53

single people among, 3:40
slavery and. See Slavery
suicide among, 4:86
Tuskegee syphilis experiment

and, 3:64, 4:19
voting rights of, 1:120, 2:40,

4:137, 4:138–139
white terrorism against,

4:111–112
African Blood Brotherhood,

1:127
African elephants, 2:44
Africans, importation as slaves,

2:137
Age. See also Adolescence;

Children; Infants
mental illness and, 3:79
migration and, 3:84
poverty and, 3:176
quality of life and, 3:217

Age Discrimination Act (ADA)
(1975), 1:213, 1:214

Age Discrimination in
Employment Act (ADEA)
(1967), 1:213–214

Ageism, 1:31
defined, 1:31

Age minimums, 1:13
Agency for Healthcare Research

and Quality (AHRQ), 2:62
Agent Orange, 2:140–141
Aggression, 4:129–130. See also

Violence
causes of, 4:131–133

Aging, 1:29–34, 1:30. See also
Elderly people
biological, 1:30
elder abuse and, 1:34
quality of life and, 1:32–34
retirement and. See

Retirement
social gerontology and,

1:31–32
societal, 1:30–31

Agricultural Adjustment Act
(1933), 1:36

Agriculture
chemicals in, 2:96, 2:97
collective farms and, 2:185
genetically modified

organisms and, 2:130
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