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Now available in new 

subject and language subsets 

with US MARC Records,

Western Books

The Middle East from the Rise of Islam

gives researchers access to rare 

and important works that 

shed light on all aspects 

of the Middle East and North Africa 

— past and present. 

Bringing together works printed between 

the 16th and early 20th centuries, 

this unique collection reveals the 

essence of a highly influential 

culture and society. 
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Western Books: The Middle East 
from the Rise of Islam 
This collection offers unique and comprehensive published mate-
rials drawn from some of the premier sources of books on Islam
and the Middle East. And for the first time, Primary Source
Microfilm makes all the US MARC data available for Western
Books: The Middle East from the Rise of Islam. 

Exploring the Middle East 
Western Books: The Middle East from the Rise of Islam illuminates
more than the historical development of the Middle East. The
materials are of compelling interest to social and cultural historians,
geographers and anthropologists, as well as those working in 
several other disciplines, such as art and design, architecture, 
theology, linguistics and economics. More than half of the titles
included in this unique archive are printed in English, with the
remainder available in other Western languages, including French,
German, Italian and Spanish. 

Western Books: The Middle East from the Rise of Islam is made more
valuable by the inclusion of a large number of books 
illustrated with photographs, engravings, maps and other visually
descriptive materials. As a result, researchers enjoy a rich, detailed
presentation of the cultural, environmental and societal context. 

Featured here are memoirs, travel literature, biographical and 
bibliographical material, guide books, historical studies and texts
and works in translation from regional languages, such as legal
texts, chronicles and collected letters. 

This significant collection is also a key source of insight into how
European writers and observers perceived and represented the 
people and the cultures of the Middle East. The materials focus on
the role of cultural stereotypes in the substance and direction of
European/American relations with the Middle East beginning in
the 18th century. In addition, Western Books: The Middle East from
the Rise of Islam provides material for the exploration of how 
contemporary views and perceptions are shaped by the distant past. 

Complete collection: 10,000 fiche, available in ten units or in the
following new subject and language subsets:

• Art and Architecture — 122 fiche, English only: 32 fiche

• Bibliography — 189 fiche, English only: 57 fiche 

• Economy and Society — 279 fiche, English only: 33 fiche 

• History — 3,219 fiche, English only: 1,029 fiche 

• Language and Literature — 1,355 fiche, English only: 435 fiche

• Politics, Government and Law — 571 fiche, English only: 181 fiche 

• Religion and Thought — 730 fiche, English only: 299 fiche 

• Science, Technology and Medicine — 55 fiche, English only: 17 fiche

• Social Life and Customs — 177 fiche, English only: 107 fiche 

• Travel and Description — 3,013 fiche, English only: 1,781 fiche 

This collection includes a printed guide. 

Improved research access 

By special contract with MARCLink (Orem, UT, USA), Primary
Source Microfilm offers these cataloging records directly to libraries
in either RLIN or OCLC US MARC format, with delivery by FTP
or other means. Special customization needs for libraries and their
systems are handled through this working arrangement. A sample
record file is available for viewing or test downloading through
MARCLink’s FTP server at ftp://ftp.marclink.com/PSM/

The US MARC Records format of Western Books: The Middle East
from the Rise of Islam is cataloged at full level, including 
subject headings and tracings. Each record carries a 533-microform
reproduction note and an 830 uniform-series title statement for the
collection. 
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From the Harvard University Library and 
the School of Oriental and African Studies Library 
at the University of London, among other sources
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