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Years in the making, Worldmark Encyclopedia of Religious Practices 
explores the religious practices and traditions of every country in the 
world. Covering both major as well as lesser-known faiths, this new 
set is unparalleled in its coverage of global religious traditions, making 
it the perfect one-stop resource on the history, beliefs and practices of 
the world’s religious movements. Written in accessible language, the 
set is perfect for high school and undergraduate students as well as lay 
readers.

Religious traditions around the globe range from the well-
known major faith groups, such as the Western Christian 
faith, to much smaller traditions that have had lesser 
historical impact. Worldmark Encyclopedia of 
Religious Practices covers all of these groups and 
their subgroups in detail, offering a multicultural, 
multidisciplinary perspective on the topic. 

Like other titles in the award–winning 
Worldmark line, entries in Worldmark 

Encyclopedia of Religious Practices follow 
a standard format for ease of comparison. 
Volume one of the set covers 13 major faiths 

and their subgroups, representing the largest 
traditions. Each entry begins with a population 
map displaying the faith’s distribution 
throughout the world. Major groups discussed 
include:

• African Tradition Religions
	• Baha’i

	 • Buddhism
	 • Christianity

	 • Confucianism
	 • Hinduism
	 • Islam
	 • Jainism
	 • Judaism
	 • Shinto
	 • Sikhism
	 • Taoism
	 • Zoroastrianism

Worldmark 

The definitive one-stop 
resource on religious 
traditions

Encyclopedia 
of Religious 
Practices

 From holiday celebrations to 
clothing, ethical considerations 
to political aspirations, societies 
reflect religious faiths and 
beliefs. These traditions 
color virtually every aspect 
of culture, from the arts to 
education, politics to legal 
systems. To understand 
a nation — its history, 
art, political policies, 
gender roles — requires an 
appreciation for the many 
religious practices that have 
evolved in human populations. 
To aid in understanding the range 
of religious practices, Gale, part 
of Cengage Learning, is pleased to 
announce Worldmark Encyclopedia 
of Religious Practices.
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Each major tradition is discussed in detail, 
with headings such as “Moral Code of 

Conduct” and “Sacred Symbols” 
recurring across entries to make 

it easy to compare one religion or 
subgroup to another. 

The major faiths covered in the first volume 
provide the context for understanding the 

detailed country information in volumes two and 
three. These two volumes explore the contemporary 

religious practices of individual countries, allowing the 
interaction between groups and the variety of sub-

traditions to become fully evident. These country 
entries begin with statistical information, historical 

and geographical summaries to set the region 
in context, as well as a discussion of 

the relative religious tolerance within. 
Country entries then discuss the 
traditions that are followed by 25 
percent or more of the population. 
Though many countries may have 
only one major religion, others 

have multiple traditions that are 
followed by more than one quarter of 

the population. 

Entries on countries in volumes two 
and three follow a standard format 
and are divided into 18 subject 
headings to make it simple 
to compare country to country, 
faith to faith. Describing the 
distinctive attributes of each faith, 
entries cover:

•	 Date of Origin
•	 Number of Followers
•	 History
•	 Early and Modern Leaders
•	 Major Theologians and Authors
•	 Houses of Worship and           

Holy Places
•	 What is Sacred
•	 Holidays/Festivals
•	 Modes of Dress
•	 Dietary Practices
•	 Rituals
•	 Rites of Passage
•	 Membership
•	 Social Justice
•	 Social Aspects
•	 Political Impact
•	 Controversial Issues
•	 Cultural Impact

Entries end with summaries of those 
traditions that make up less than 

25 percent of the population 
and a bibliography of further 
reading sources. Additional 

features include 300 black-
and-white illustrations, 
a glossary and a 
comprehensive index.
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1st Ed. About 1,650 pp. in 3 vols. 
2005.
ISBN 978-0-7876-6611-8. 
Order #GML34908-182931.

2006.
eBook ISBN 978-0-7876-9390-9. 

Order #GML34908-198561.
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 Among Library Journal’s picks of the most important 
reference works of the millennium, Mircea Eliade’s 
Encyclopedia of Religion won the American 
Library Association’s Dartmouth Medal in 1988 

and is widely regarded as the standard 
reference work in the field. This 

second edition, which reflects both 
changes in academia and in the 
world since 1987, includes almost 
all of the 2,750 original entries 
— many heavily updated — as 

well as approximately 600 entirely 
new articles. Preserving the best 

of Eliade’s cross-cultural approach 
while emphasizing religion’s role 
in everyday life and as a unique 
experience from culture to culture, 
this new edition is the definitive 
work in the field for the 21st 
century. An international team 
of scholars and contributors has 
reviewed, revised and added to 
every word of the classic work, 
making it relevant to the questions 

and interests of all researchers. The 
result is an essential purchase for 
libraries of all kinds.

2nd Ed. About 13,500 pp. in 15 vols.  
2005. In print. 
ISBN 978-0-0286-5733-2. 
Order #GML34908-180634.

eBook ISBN 978-0-0286-5997-8. 
Order #GML34908-198550.

Encyclopedia 

Also available:

of Religion, 2nd Ed.
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