
C A L L  T O L L - F R E E  1- 8 0 0 - 8 77- G A L E  O R  FA X  1 - 8 0 0 - 4 1 4 - 5 0 4 3

The literature criticism references that were written expressly 
for students

LITERATURE CRITICISM “FOR STUDENTS”

The references in Gale’s new “For Students”
series provide:

• Easy-to-read discussions of themes, plots
and characters

• Easy-to-understand critical essays chosen
specifically for students

• Analysis of each work’s construction and
historical context

• Photos, illustrations and other graphics
• And more!

Read on to find out more about the new
Poetry for Students, Novels for Students, 
Short Stories for Students, Drama for
Students, Shakespeare for Students,
Shakespeare’s Characters for Students and
Epics for Students. They’re sure to be a 
welcome addition to your school library’s 
reference collection!

G ive your patrons the tools they
need to make books and authors
a meaningful part of their lives by

introducing them to one of our new “For
Students” literary references. These
resources are specially crafted to meet the
curricular needs of high school and
undergraduate college students and their
teachers, as well as the interests of general
readers and researchers.

Each title in the series provides under-
standable, comprehensive explanations of
the most commonly studied poems, novels,
dramas, epics and short stories as identified
by an advisory panel of teachers and 
librarians. No other literature references
furnish such a high level of coverage — 
all written in an unassuming tone that 
students will welcome.
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NOVELS FOR STUDENTS

“It looks like Gale has come up 
with another set which is sure to be

popular and useful. These essays
offer students an excellent starting

point and give them a solid 
grounding for further exploration.

”
– Against the Grain

Within the pages of each volume of Novels for
Students, students will discover everything they
need to complete homework assignments and
understand and enjoy literature.

Here’s what they’ll find at their fingertips:

• Introductory essays that place each novel in its
historical and literary context

• Easy-to-understand discussions of themes, plot
and characters

• Analysis of the novel’s literary construction
• Critical commentary on the novel’s significance

for our times
• A literary glossary that defines difficult terms
• A chronology showing key literary events
• Illustrations and additional sources for 

further study
• And more!

Look for coverage of these — and other — 
masterpieces:

• “Pride and Prejudice”
• “My Ántonia”
• “Of Mice and Men”
• “Farenheit 451”
• “The Bluest Eye”
• “The Color Purple”
• “To Kill a Mockingbird”
• “Things Fall Apart”

About 350 pp./vol.
Vol. 1. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1686-9.
Order #GML01298-111087.

Vol. 2. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1687-7.
Order #GML01298-111088.

Vol. 3. Ready May 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2113-7.
Order #GML01298-111631.

Vol. 4. Ready September 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2114-5.
Order #GML01298-111632.

Price: $55.00/vol.

SHORT STORIES 
FOR STUDENTS

Each volume of Short Stories for Students presents
vital information on approximately 20 of the
most-studied short stories at the high school and
undergraduate levels. The first two volumes
include favorites like:

• Ray Bradbury’s “There Will Come Soft Rains”
• Truman Capote’s “A Christmas Memory”
• Amy Hempel’s “In the Cemetery Where Al

Jolson is buried”
• Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery”
• Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Fall of the House 

of Usher”
• And others

Short Stories for Students contains concise 
synopses of the story’s plot, characters and
themes, along with illustrations, a brief author
biography, a discussion of the story’s cultural
and historical significance and excerpted 
criticism geared specifically towards the high
school student. Researchers will also find 
information on media adaptations of the story,
discussion questions and suggestions on what to
read next. Cumulative indexes enable 
students to access entries via author, title,
nationality and theme.

About 350 pp./vol.
Vol. 1. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1690-7.
Order #GML01298-111091.

Vol. 2. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1691-5.
Order #GML01298-111092.

Vol. 3. Ready May 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2218-4.
Order #GML01298-111733.

Vol. 4. Ready September 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2219-2.
Order #GML01298-111734.

Price: $55.00/vol. 

POETRY FOR STUDENTS

Each volume of Poetry for Students provides
analysis of approximately 20 poems that teachers
and librarians have identified as the most 
frequently studied in literature courses. For each
poem, researchers will discover:

• An overview essay
• An analysis of its construction and form
• A thematic examination
• A discussion of the poem’s historical and 

cultural context
• Selected criticism on the poem or poet
• A brief author biography
• Sources for further study and suggested

research topics
• Subject, thematic, nationality, author and title

indexes

A few of the poems covered include:

• Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Sonnet 43 (“How
Do I Love Thee?”)

• Dylan Thomas’ “Do Not Go Gentle Into That
Good Night”

• Matsuo Basho’s “Falling Upon Earth”

About 350 pp./vol.
Vol. 1. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1688-5.
Order #GML01298-111089.

Vol. 2. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1689-3.
Order #GML01298-111090.

Vol. 3. Ready May 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2724-0.
Order #GML01298-112251.

Vol. 4. Ready September 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2725-9.
Order #GML01298-112252.

Price: $55.00/vol.



DRAMA FOR STUDENTS

“Gale continues its fine tradition…
the competent and thorough 

provision of information coupled
with a one-stop shopping format 
recommend this for public and

undergraduate collections.

”
– Library Journal

Drama for Students features coverage of 15 to 30
of the plays most frequently studied in literature
classes. In three volumes you’ll find such classics as:

• Samuel Becket’s “Waiting for Godot”
• David Mamet’s “Glengarry, Glenn Ross”
• Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Salesman”
• Ntozake Shange’s “for colored girls who have

considered suicide when the rainbow is enuf”
• And others

Each detailed, illustrated entry provides:

• An overview
• A brief biography
• An annotated character list
• A discussion of principal themes
• Excerpted critical commentary on various

facets of the play
• And much more

About 350 pp./vol.

Vol. 1. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1683-4.
Order #GML01298-111084.

Vol. 2. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1684-2.
Order #GML01298-111085.

Vol. 3. Ready March 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2752-6.
Order #GML01298-112279.

Vol. 4. Ready September 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-2753-4.
Order #GML01298-112280.

Price: $55.00/vol.

SHAKESPEARE’S 
CHARACTERS FOR
STUDENTS

“Will be an important addition to
public and high school libraries.

”
– Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin

Covering every character in all of Shakespeare’s
38 plays, this resource provides comprehensive
summaries that focus on characters’ actions,
motivations, moral dilemmas, developments 
and other aspects of characterization typically 
studied by high school and undergraduate 
college students.

Arranged by play, each chapter is divided into
four distinct sections that make it easy for 
students to draw comparisons between characters
— analysis frequently required in literature
courses:

• An act-by-act summary of the play
• A “Modern Connections” discussion
• Character descriptions ranging from 25 to

1,500 words
• A further reading list

The essential companion to Shakespeare for
Students, Shakespeare’s Characters for Students
also features an introductory essay on
Shakespeare’s life, career and principal works.
Students can also find what they need to know
quickly and easily with the help of a
character/title index.

1st Ed. 573 pp. 1997.
ISBN 0-7876-1300-2.
Order #GML01298-110665.

Price: $65.00.

EPICS FOR STUDENTS

This new reference Epics for Students is designed
to provide students and other researchers with a
guide to understanding and enjoying the epic 
literature that is most-studied in classrooms. In
this first volume, look for coverage of epics from
a variety of cultures and time periods, including:

• “The Aeneid”
• “Beowulf”
• “Song of Roland”
• “The Divine Comedy”

Each entry includes:
• An introductory essay
• Biographical information on the author
• A plot summary
• An examination of the epic’s principal themes
• An annotated list of characters and 

in-depth studies of main characters
• An analysis of the epic’s meaning and 

construction
• A discussion of the historical context of 

the time period during which the epic 
was written

• Representative criticism with bibliographic 
citations and explanatory annotations

1st Ed. 440 pp. 1998.
ISBN 0-7876-1685-0.
Order #GML01298-111086.

Price: $65.00.



The “For Students” line – student friendly and easy to use
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