
More meaningful active reading

T
h ro u gh ch a racter stu d i e s , t h em a tic essays , bri ef
biographies and multimedia, this new addition to The
Gale DISCovering® Program helps users discern the

historical and cultural context of 60 novels, while providing an
understanding of the genre itself. EXPLORING Novels offers
opportu n i ties to ex p l ore interd i s c i p l i n a ry issues and
encourages critical thinking. The unit themes and activities in
the teacher’s guide move students toward meaningful active
re ad i n g. For each novel — ra n ging from Ma rk Tw a i n’s
"Huckleberry Finn" to Amy Tan’s "The Joy Luck Club" — users
will find:

■ An overview essay on background and context
■ A plot summary
■ An excerpt from the novel
■ An analysis of stylistic construction
■ Character sketches
■ A discussion of important themes
■ An historical context essay
■ A brief author biography
■ Critical excerpts from newspapers and journals

Exploring the most-studied novels  
E X P LORING Novel s was spec i f i c a lly devel oped to meet the
n eeds of te ach ers and stu den t s . It is an outstanding tool for
s tu dent re s e a rch and sel f - tutori n g, as well as for te ach ers’ cl a s s
prep a ra ti on and new assign m ent ide a s . Ba s ed on an ex ten s ive
revi ew of c u rrent high sch ool curri c u lum lists, l i tera tu re
a n t h o l ogies and advi ce from a panel of te ach ers and libra ri a n s ,
this re s o u rce pre s ents a wealth of i n form a ti on on the most fre-
qu en t ly taught novels in high sch ool and under gradu a te co l-
lege classes, including:

■ "Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland" by Lewis Carroll 
■ "Animal Farm" by George Orwell
■ "The Awakening" by Kate Chopin 
■ "The Bell Jar" by Sylvia Plath
■ "Black Boy" by Richard Wright 
■ "The Catcher in the Rye" by J.D. Salinger
■ "Crime and Punishment" by Fyodor Dostoevsky
■ "The House on Mango Street" by Sandra Cisneros 
■ "Invisible Man" by Ralph Ellison
■ "One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest" by Ken Kesey
■ "A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man" by James Joyce
■ "A Tale of Two Cities" by Charles Dickens 
■ "Things Fall Apart" by Chinua Achebe 

EXPLORING Novels

A user-friendly interface makes simple and complex searches easy,

offering flexibility to narrow and broaden results as needed 

" Wi ll fill the gap betwe en expe ct a tions and re a l i ty.
A good bet for libra ries and En glish depa rtm ents 
su ppo rting en try - l evel stu d ents in co m mu n i ty coll ege s
and lower-division literature programs."

—Choice



Applications
E du c a tors wi ll find ideas and inform a ti on for lesson plans in
E X P LORING Novel s on CD, wh i ch is de s i gn ed to su pport cur-
ri c u lum integra ti on , team te aching and the use of tech n o l ogy
in the cl a s s room . S tu den t s ,f ac u l ty, m edia specialists and other
re s e a rch ers wi ll find many uses for this va lu a bl e , e a s y - to - u s e
resource, including:

■ Developing ideas and content for classroom and homework
assignments, research papers and special projects

■ Establishing or augmenting a history library
■ Teaching students to locate, sort and utilize information to

create their own work 
■ And much more

Benefits
E X P LORING Novel s is de s i gn ed to work the way stu dents con-
du ct re s e a rch . With the conven i en ce and speed of an In tern et
s e a rch , thousands of i n form a tive en tries are just a mouse cl i ck
aw ay. The database also fe a tu res a stu den t - f ri en dly interf ace . It
is search a ble by key words in full tex t , or wh en stu dents are not
su re of the specific name or topic they are looking for, t h ey can
also browse lists. A wi de ra n ge of s e a rch re sults of fers a singl e
source of answers for most queries.

Availability 
E X P LORING Novel s is ava i l a ble on CD-RO M . To purchase or for
m ore inform a ti on , con t act your Gale Group Repre s en t a tive .
Ca ll 1-800-877-GALE (U. S . and Ca n ad a ) , or send an e-mail to
i n tern a ti on a l @ ga l egro u p. com (out s i de the U. S . and Ca n ad a ) .

Read in-depth essays on the lives and works of novelists from vari-

ous time periods and ethnic backgrounds 

The custom search allows you to enter the information you know in

one or more of the many fields to narrow or broaden your search 
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Contact your Gale Group Re p re s e n t a t i ve for more information. Call 1-800-877-GALE (U.S. and
Canada), or send an e-mail to international@galegro u p.com (outside the U.S. and Canada)


