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Baker’s Biographical
Dictionary of Musicians®, 
Centennial Edition
The premiere music reference is bigger than ever

For the first time in its 100-year history, Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of
Musicians® has been expanded to a multi-volume format. Now, Baker’s
has more coverage of jazz, pop, folk, rock and other musical genres —

more than 5,000 brand new articles — along with the thousands of classic arti-
cles from the original set. In six volumes, more than 15,000 biographies span
the medieval ages to the present.

Reviewers applaud the new edition of Baker’s:
“Although longtime Baker’s editor Nicolas Slonimsky died in 1995, his easily recog-
nizable, sometimes tongue-in-cheek style pervades this ninth, or “centennial” 
edition of his famed dictionary. Since the last edition in 1992, this most important
reference source has been greatly broadened and is especially valuable for its biogra-
phical sketches of 20th-century jazz and popular musicians, written and edited by
leading authors in the fields. In addition, series advisory editor Laura Kuhn has
overseen the expansion of the articles on classical musicians. One of the best features
of the new Baker’s is its expansion from a huge, single-volume work into six 
volumes. …This Centennial Edition should prove to be a most valuable reference
tool both in music and public libraries.”
— Library Journal, March 1, 2001 (Starred Review)

“The decision to move beyond the traditional classical focus of Baker’s represents a
significant revision of the purpose, and thus the content, of the work. …The 
biographies … are well-written and touch on the most noteworthy personal events, 
professional highlights and critical reception. … Baker’s includes many names not
easily found elsewhere …[and] information not found in other sources. …Larger
public and academic libraries that own earlier editions will definitely want to
acquire this Centennial Edition.”
— Booklist, June 1 & 15, 2001 (Starred Review)

Just a few of the biographies 
you’ll find in Baker’s®

Louis Armstrong
Fred Astaire
Johann Sebastian Bach
Samuel Barber
The Beatles
Beck 
Ludwig van Beethoven
James Brown
Kate Bush 
John Cage
Maria Callas
The Cars
Johnny Cash
The Clash 
Patsy Cline
Ry Cooder
Miles Davis
Claude Debussy
Bob Dylan
Brian Eno
Eurythmics
Ella Fitzgerald
Aretha Franklin
Diamanda Galas
Jerry Garcia
Marvin Gaye
Genesis 
Philip Glass
Glenn Gould
Al Green
Woody Guthrie
George Frideric Handel

Hildegard von Bingen
Joe Jackson
Michael Jackson
Al Jolson
B.B. King
Kiss
John Lennon
Los Lobos
Henry Mancini 
Willie Nelson
Charlie Parker
Luciano Pavarotti 
Oscar Petersen
The Police
Louis Prima 
Prince
Giacomo Puccini
Otis Redding
Smokey Robinson
Roxy Music 
Rush
Erik Satie
Clara Schumann
Pete Seeger
Frank Sinatra
Steely Dan
Arturo Toscanini
Pete Townshend
Tom Waits
Neil Young
Frank Zappa

…And More!
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Features:
• More than 15,000 up-to-date

biographies, many unavailable
elsewhere

• All-new expanded 6-vol. format
• Based on original research that

has made Baker’s unique
• More coverage of jazz, pop, rock

and other genres
• Entries by Nicolas Slonimsky

and distinguished area specialists

For a complete list of articles, visit www.mlr.com/schirmer
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Musicians pictured on front are left to right: Luciano Pavarotti, Aretha Franklin, Wynton
Marsalis, Ludwig Van Beethoven 
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