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GLOBAL COVERAGE, 
GLOBAL ACCESS
K.G. Saur is excited to introduce World 
Biographical Information System Online 
(WBIS Online), the largest academic tool of 
its kind. Based on the digitization of Saur’s 
well-known Biographical Archives, WBIS 
Online is quite simply the largest electronic 
biographical database in the world, cover-
ing every country, every profession and the 
entire span of recorded history.

Specifically, WBIS Online compiles biograph-
ical articles from reference works pertaining 
to a country or a specific language/cultural 
area, reproduced in original typography. At 
launch, the database contains 2.28 million 
full-text biographies on 1.3 million individ-
uals. In addition to the digitized, full-text 
articles, WBIS Online also provides an index 
to 30 Biographical Archives totalling 5.7 
million biographical articles on more than 
3.8 million people. 
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System Online
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With so many available search options, researchers can navigate the Archives 
using a single bit of information or a combination of criteria

Search results are clearly displayed and can be re-sorted in a variety of ways

Many unique reference works are included in each of 
the original Archives.  For a complete list of titles, go 
to www.gale.com/wbis.
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AT LAUNCH, WBIS ONLINE 
COVERS THE FOLLOWING 
BIOGRAPHICAL ARCHIVES ONLINE:
■  American Biographical Archive (ABA I) 

Online, with 500,000 biographical articles
■  Biographical Archive of the Benelux 

Countries (BAB I) Online, with 142,000 
biographical articles

■  British Biographical Archive (BBA I) 
Online, with 330,000 biographical articles

■  French Biographical Archive (ABF I) 
Online, with 232,000 biographical articles

■  German Biographical Archive (DBA I) 
Online, with 480,000 biographical articles

■  Italian Biographical Archive (ABI I) Online, 
with 200,000 biographical articles

■  Scandinavian Biographical Archive (SBA I) 
Online, with 200,000 biographical articles

■  Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American 
Biographical Archive (ABEPI I) Online, 
with 200,000 biographical articles

WBIS Online presents a practically inex-
haustible supply of information for research 
on social, cultural, political, scientific, histor-
ical and genealogical topics. Users can easily 
access biographical information on millions 
of prominent individuals from all walks of 
life, across all eras and from all around the 
world.

A variety of search paths allow research-
ers to easily access the entries contained 
within the database.  These search paths 
include:
■  Name
■  Period
■  Year of birth/death
■  Year/Era cited
■  Occupation
■  Occupation Classification
■  Source
■  Archive
■  Direct image search
■  And more

Biographies of approximately 1 million 
individuals will be added every year. Upon 
completion of this project, the largest 
electronic biographical information system 
ever assembled will be available — featur-
ing biographical profiles from all countries 
and regions worldwide, from the begin-
nings of history to the present.  

FREE TRIAL
For more information or 

to sign up for a free trial of 
WBIS Online, please 

contact your Thomson 
Gale Sales Representative at 
1-800-877-GALE or visit 
us at www.gale.com/wbis.
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Biographical and source information is detailed, allowing the researcher to 
identify the correct person and jump to the corresponding biography

Containing the exact, digitized versions from K.G. Saur’s Biographical Archives, 
WBIS Online makes the world’s largest biographical collection searchable and 
accessible


