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FBI files illustrate the evolution of AIM as an
organization of social protest and the development
of Native American radicalism.
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The American Indian Movement (AIM) expanded from its roots in Minnesota and
broadened its radical political agenda to include a searching analysis of the nature
100-462483. Yl 47 of social injustice in America.

AIM used the media to present its message to the American public. On
Thanksgiving Day 1970, AIM seized the replica of the Mayflower. In 1971, members
occupied Mount Rushmore; in 1972, they took over the Bureau of Indian Affairs
headquarters in Washington, D.C. In February 1973, AIM members initiated a 71-day
siege at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, in response to the 1890 massacre of some

Al it Coltecion 150 Lakota men, women and children by the U.S. Seventh Calvary.
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Unparalleled insight

The American Indian Movement and Native American Radicalism includes FBI
documentation on the evolution of AIM as an organization of social protest, as well
as valuable documentation on the 1973 Wounded Knee standoff. Informant reports
and materials collected by the Extremist Intelligence Section of the FBI provide
insight into the motives, actions, and leadership of AIM and the development of
Native American radicalism.
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The American Indian Movement
and Native American Radicalism

FBI files provide detailed information on the evolution
of AIM as an organization of social protest. These files
cover 1969 to 1979, a period that witnessed AIM’s rise
to national prominence and its subsequent demise

as a politically and culturally viable force. During

its surveillance, the FBI developed a network of
information concerning AIM’s leadership, its policies,
its strategies and its role in the civil rights movement
and the politics of the New Left.

These files offer a significant source of documentation
on the intelligence and law enforcement programs of
the FBI in an era of increasingly militant social activism.

« The Gordon, Nebraska, affair and the death of
Raymond Yellow Thunder

« The Trail Broken Treaties protest march from the West
Coast to Washington, DC

« The takeover of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
headquarters office in Washington, DC on
November 1, prior to the 1972 presidential election.

« Demonstration at Custer, South Dakota, stemming
from the stabbing death of AIM member Wesley
Bad Heart Bull

« The occupation of Wounded Knee by AIM members
and their Pine Ridge Reservation allies

« Establishment of support groups, such as the
Black Panthers, Vietnam Veterans Against the War,
Venceremos, Students for a Democratic Society,
La Raza Unida Party, Workers Alliance, and the
October League

« Fundraising activities and monetary support from
many individuals and groups who sympathized with
AIM’s cause, including church groups, government
programs, and private donations - all of which were a
particular target of the FBI

« Correspondence and informant reports on AIM
leaders, such as Clyde and Vernon Bellecourt, Dennis
Banks, George Mitchell, Leonard Crow Dog, Carter
Camp, and Leonard Peltier
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*wE DEMAMND TO THE FuB. 1. --- EWD YOUR TERRORISM IME RIDGE "

nzsznuai{nﬂ' & REMOVE YOUR TRODPS, :
* VE BEMAND TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMEWT - - - PROSECUTION OF PEORLE

CONMITTIIG TERRORISH & VIOLENCE AGALNST PINC RIDOE 1ADIANS & AIN
SUFFORTERS «

“WE DEMAND TO THE U.5. GOVERNMENT ==-SOVERIGNIY , TREATY RIGHTS
& IEDEPEWOENCE FOR INDIAN MATIONS."

THE FLYER FURTHMER STATED THAT THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE
AMERICAM PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO FREEDOM FROM HARPASSMEKT AKD TERRORISH,
MOWD LET THELIR VOLCE BE MEARD BY JOIWING IN A RALLY, THURSDAY , JULY
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Memorandum to Mr. .ebhardt (
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FBI INVOLVEMENT: The FBI was instructed by tha Department

of Justice [DOJ) in the latter part of 1972 to conduct

1:':.::!'-_-_{.!.[ and eriminal investigations pertalming ko AIM. -
Duringsthe aftermoon of February 27, 1973, approximately

200 membars and supporters of AIM, carrying weapons, left "
Cali 11, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, in a car caravanm and -
ware r surveillance by & few FRI Special Agents. Undar i
the leadership of Dennis James Banks and Russell Charles Means, = -
the caravan moved inta Wounded Emae, South Dakota, on tha

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation whare they took eleven hostages

and burglarized the Wounded Fnee trading post inm vioclation of
Federal statutes involving crime on an Indian ressrvation. A
decislon was made by SAC Joseph H. Trimbach, Minneapolis |
Division, ko set up roadblocks to contaln the militants, !
which roadblocks were manned by FBI Agents, U. 5. Marshals,

and RIA Police. This is how the FBI first became .l.mrvl\hl'd —-s)

in the Wounded En galnst the O i

wrage| 57 [0 207 o [T - [ERSUETTR T - ]| - | o)

ENEN)

YEREHU BELLECOURT

advised
Vermon Bellecourt addressed audlence of between 200 to
50 people at 1:00 p.m. on March 15. LQ’.I"}, in Roon 155,
Dwinelle Hall, University of California at Berkeley {UCE).
Azgording te source, Bellecourt's sppearance was sponiored
by the Mative Amerizan Student Azsoclation at UCH.
Bellecourti's speczh to the assecbled group, of whom
approxizately SO0 were native Amerizans, lasted approxirmately
one hour. In hié speech, Bellecourt urged soliderity,
physically, spiritually and financially with the Indians.
He atated that a majority of Aszerican Indians Eupported
AIN and that thera are spproxirately 75 AIM chapters in
the United States. Bellecourt also announced tnat & ear
camvan would leave the campus of UCLA in about two days
to take Indians and other intereated persons to Wounded
Knee, South Dakota.

Ballecourt further stated that thers would be mare
"Tounded neoaT g thaT hue "'-F"'!‘n TAE PHFA RO EEFeE el
the fnl.r.ndi:rE of the Unlted Smtta, AIM would be puurrﬁli -.r:-u;h
to "blow out tha ecandles on the birthday =eke™. Bellecou™t
menticned that he lntended to appenr at Stanford Unlversity,
Falo Alto, Califcrais, at E:;00 p.m. that evening.

advised that on =y L
3:35 p.e.,; Vernon Bellcecourt,

]iu.t.j_an'.k bi sddroacsed an puclenze of 75 studests

at the Stud fig on the caspus of Callfornia

State Univertlty at Long Beach.

According to ssurce, Balleccurt's speech set :rurth
tha ocbjectives of AIM pod ached ypon the Surzeg -
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