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NOW ONLINE, FULL-TEXT 
SEARCHING OF GOLDSMITHS’-
KRESS COLLECTIONS 
The Making of the Modern Economy: The 
Goldsmiths’-Kress Library of Economic 
Literature, 1450-1850 offers multiple new 
ways of understanding the emergence of 
modern economics and other social 
sciences. It’s the most comprehensive 
collection in existence for the study of early 
economic, political, business and social 
history and for researching the literature of 
economics from this period.

This unrivalled online library fully docu-
ments the dynamics of Western trade and 
wealth that shaped the world, from the last 
half of the 15th century to the mid-19th 
century. It combines the strengths of two 
pre-eminent collections — the Goldsmiths’ 
Library of Economic Literature at the 
University of London, England and the 
Kress Collection of Business and Economics 
at the Harvard Business School — along 
with supplementary materials from the 
Seligman Collection in the Butler Library 
at Columbia University and from Sterling 
Library at Yale University. 

THE LATEST ADDITION TO THE 
GALE DIGITAL COLLECTIONS 
The Making of the Modern Economy digital 
collection presents more than 61,000 mono-
graphs from the period 1450-1850, and 466 
pre-1906 serials. In more than 11 million 
pages,  it focuses on economics interpreted 
in the widest sense, including political sci-
ence, history, sociology and special collec-
tions on 
banking, finance, transportation and 
manufacturing. 

The Making of the Modern Economy offers 
multiple benefits to today’s researchers and 
students who recognize the significance 
and value of conducting research online. 

THE MAKING OF THE MODERN 
ECONOMY FEATURES:
•  Topics and concepts revealed through 

author, title and subject filters

•  Powerful full-text searching and 
highlighting, including fuzzy logic to 
broaden or narrow searches continuously 
available to all, on-site or through 
remote access

•  Prompt access by multiple simultaneous 
users   

•  MARC Records (available as a separate 
purchase, upon request)

Discussion of “The South-Sea Bubble” — a noteworthy stock 
market scandal surrounding the South Sea Company’s rise and 
fall in the years prior to 1720

Adam Smith, a Scottish economist and professor (1723-1790), 
believed that in a laissez-faire economy the impulse of self-
interest would work toward the public welfare

Goldsmiths’-Kress contains more than 1,100 titles on slavery 
and moves toward its abolition in the western democracies

“   …[The two rare book 
libraries] are comprehen-
sive in their coverage; they 
contain, in some cases, 
the only known extant 
copies of certain works, 
and they include numer-
ous books of fascinating 
provenance — books from 
the personal libraries of 
such personages as Adam 
Smith, Lord Sheffield, 
David Ricardo, John Locke, 
Jeremy Bentham, William 
Wilberforce, Robert Owen, 
Sir Robert Peel, William 
Wordsworth and Karl Marx.”

—  Nathan Rosenberg, Professor 
of Economics at the University 
of Wisconsin; Editor, Journal of 
Economic History

GML20904 MOME.indd   1GML20904 MOME.indd   1 3/30/05   10:02:54 AM3/30/05   10:02:54 AM



FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Please contact your Thomson 
Gale Sales Representative. 

In the U.S. and Canada: 
1-800-877-GALE

or visit
www.gale.com/ModernEconomy

Outside the U.S. and Canada: 
Go to www.gale.com/world

for a listing of our 
Sales Offices and Distributors

for researchers on a more advanced level, 
The Making of the Modern Economy 
contains valuable first editions as well as 
many texts in French, German and other 
languages.

Materials found in The Making of the 
Modern Economy: The Goldsmiths’-Kress 
Library of Economic Literature, 1450-1850 
include works in the following subject 
areas:

•  Agriculture — fishing, mining, surveying 
and landed property

•  Colonies — the story of the rise of the 
West, the expansion of Europe, the ori-
gins of European empires and the web 
of colonial imperial relations

•  Commerce — shipping, piracy and smug-
gling

•  Corn Laws, Navigation Acts and 
Mercantilism — their agricultural, finan-
cial and commercial impact

•  Finance — development of account-
ing practices, specie debates and rise of 
stock companies and markets

•  General — treatises on sociology political 
science, economics and geography

•  Politics — studies of political economy, 
foreign affairs and international diplo-
macy

•  Population — observations on the state 
of population in a variety of countries

•  Slavery — more than 1,100 titles on slav-
ery and moves toward its abolition 

•  Social Conditions — studies of public 
order, public utilities, debtor and credi-
tor relations and regulations, penology, 
criminology, trade unions and temper-
ance

•  Socialism — theoretical works on 
Fourierism, Marxism, Utopianism and 
more

•  Trades and Manufactures — practical 
manuals and technology in general

With full-text searching, researchers can 
quickly access a an abundance of rare 
books and primary source materials — 
allowing 
concepts and facts to be retrieved and 
correlated in a manner unimaginable 
through traditional means. For major works 
of English economists, all editions are 
found within The Making of the Modern 
Economy: The Goldsmiths’-Kress Library of 
Economic Literature, 1450-1850. Apart from 
editions of all the major English econo-
mists, perhaps the minor writings are of as 
much interest to researchers and students. 
These are available here in great quantities: 
political pamphlets and broadsides, 
government publications, proclamations 
and a wide range of ephemera. The 
database also includes works on usury; 
demographic patterns in 18th-century 
England; the textile industry and tech-
nological advance; public policy; poverty 
and the work ethic; pre-Marxian socialism; 
Utopian socialism; and more.  

UNPRECEDENTED ACCESS — 
UNPARALLELED SCOPE
Reflecting the scope of academic pursuit 
throughout this period, The Making of the 
Modern Economy is an incomparable and 
invaluable resource for political and social 
historians, as well as for researchers in eco-
nomic theory and history. Students using 
this online library will find that, because 
of its multi-language, multi-cultural char-
acter, the collection responds to research 
needs on a comprehensive level. Likewise, 

In 1833, the Grand Junction Railway was established. The plan 
was to link Birmingham to Liverpool & Manchester Railway at 
Newton Junction 
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William Henry Ashley (ca. 1778-1838), American businessman, 
fur trader, explorer, politician, was a leading figure in the 
organization and operation of the Rocky Mountain fur trade 
during the 1820s
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