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The Inquisitions, Series 1: Manuscripts
of the Spanish, Portuguese and French
Inquisitions in the British Library,
London, presents a remarkable col-
lection of original manuscripts of

the Spanish and other Inquisitions from the 14th to the 18th cen-
turies. Acquired from antiquarian collectors and diplomats over the
centuries, the collection features unique originals and early tran-
scripts of statutes, tracts, trial proceedings, correspondence and
original papers of the Council of the General Inquisition in Spain. 

While much recent scholarship has focused on the Inquisition’s per-
secution of Jews and Moors — witnessed here by such documents as
Egerton 1511, on the 16th century Moorish rising in Valencia — the
collection gives a much broader picture of the workings of the
Inquisition, and many documents concern the Inquisition’s suppres-
sion of other “heretical” groups such as the Waldensians and Cathars,
particularly in Catalonia. The notorious “Autos da Fé”, in which
convicted prisoners were paraded and sentenced, are vividly record-
ed in such manuscripts as Egerton 568, 1887 & 2058 and Add. Mss
21447 and 33963. 

From the “Diccionario de la Leys de la Inquisicion” at Egerton 457-
458, and the first technical manual for Inquisitors, drawn up by
Bernardo Gui in Carcasonne in 1323-24 at Egerton 1897, to the
volumes of letters of Philip II at Add. Ms 28357, the collection gives
fascinating insight into the role played by the Inquisition in both the-
ological debate and political strategy throughout much of Catholic
Europe, particularly in the 16th century.

Full accounts of famous trials 
One key figure in the British Library collection is Fray Bartolomé
Carranza de Miranda — subject in 1576 of what has been called
“the most famous trial of the Spanish Inquisition.”  Add. Ms 8690
contains an inventory of the trial up to 1567 and full documenta-
tion of the trial in Rome between 1567-76, while Egerton 599
contains further trial material and the sentence given in Rome
whereby he was ordered to abjure 16 heretical propositions.

Egerton 460 is a manuscript copy of Mendoza’s 1613 “Life of
Carranza.” The significance of all these documents to the history of
the 16th century church is only now beginning to emerge.

Taken together, the original documents and accounts — the letters,
commentaries and historiographies of the Inquisition preserved in
the British Library and published together here for the first time —
offer an invaluable primary source foundation for any serious study
of the role of the Inquisitions in early modern Europe.

35 reels

For a full list of manuscripts included in this collection, please 
contact your Primary Source Microfilm Representative. 

Of Related Interest 
Spanish Drama of the Golden Age, 1562-1850
From the Comedia Collection at the University of Pennsylvania

86 reels

Spanish Rare Books of the Golden Age
Based on the Holdings of the University of Illinois Library

204 reels

Spanish Civil War Collection
From the Mandeville Department of Sprecial Collections at the
University of California, San Diego

57 reels in 4 units

Literary Eras: Literature of the Spanish Carribean to 1900
on CD-ROM
2 disks

El Pais 
Delivered monthly. Available 1976 forward

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  w w w . g a l e . c o m / p s m

GML17602DP/SM 09/02

PRIMARY SOURCE MICROFILM™

In the U.S. and Canada
Gale
12 Lunar Drive
Woodbridge, CT 06525-2398
Tel: 800-444-0799
Fax: 203-397-3893
E-mail: sales@gale.com

Outside the U.S. and Canada
Gale
50/51 Bedford Row
London WC1R 4LR U.K.
Tel:+44 (0) 20 7067 2500
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7067 2600
E-mail: international@gale.com

Japan
Yushodo Co. Ltd.
29, San-ei-cho,
Shinjuku-Ku, Tokyo 
160-0008 Japan
Tel: +81 3 3357 1411
Fax: +81 3 3351 5855
E-mail: sales@yushodo.co.jp

All trademarks and registered names are used herein under license.

TH E IN Q U I S I T I O N S
Series  1 :  Manuscripts  of  the  Spanish,  Por tuguese  and French
Inquis i t ions  in  the  Bri t i sh  Library,  London

Editor: Dr John Edwards, Queen’s College, Oxford

Inquisitions  9/11/02  3:31 PM  Page 2


