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NEW edition   Ideal for the law student 
or legal enthusiast, Gale Encyclopedia of American 
Law is a single source for information, insight and 
clarification. Thousands of expert-written articles put 
concepts into context, answer common and unusual 
questions, and spark further discussion and discovery.

Formerly West’s Encyclopedia of American Law, this 
new edition updates and expands on the classic title. 
Eschewing “legalese” in favor of everyday language, 
14 in-depth, generously illustrated volumes deliver a 
complete overview of American law – historical and 
current terms, concepts, events, movements, cases, 
individuals and much more.

Remarkable scope and depth
This set is where researchers will find diverse content 
covering the gamut of law topics. From the Dred 
Scott decision to the Ponzi scheme scandal; from 
the Articles of Confederation to Barack Obama’s 
inaugural speech, Gale Encyclopedia of American Law 
provides fact and perspective to foster understanding 
of the U.S. legal system from yesterday and today.

Gale Encyclopedia of  
American Law, 3rd ed.
14 vols. 2011. 
ISBN: 978-1-4144-3684-5. 
Order #: 11ALL191-240394.

 

 eBook. Now available.
ISBN: 978-1-4144-4302-7. 
Order #: 11ALL191-241219. 
Visit www.gale.com/gvrl for eBook pricing.

Timely and enduring legal issues receive in-depth coverage.

New entries in this edition include:
n	 Bank and auto-industry bailouts

n	 District of Columbia v. Heller (gun control)

n	 Healthcare reform

n	 National Intelligence Program

n	 Sonia Sotomayor

n	 Tea Party movement

n	 And dozens more

  Available in eBook format
Opt for ease and convenience with Gale Encyclopedia of 
American Law, 3rd ed. in eBook format. Users can search, 
access and download all l4 volumes, anytime from any 
Internet-connected device.

Learn more today
Contact your Gale Representative for details on Gale 
Encyclopedia of American Law, including a free trial of 
the eBook version in the Gale Virtual Reference Library.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
contact your Gale 
Representative. 
In the U.S. and Canada: 
1-800-877-GALE, or  
visit www.gale.com
Outside the U.S. and Canada:  
visit www.gale.com/world 
for a list of Distributors and  
Sales Offices

1-800-877-GALE
www.gale.com

Generously illustrated volumes include images,  
illustrations, timelines and more.

The A-Z source for  
legal insight
Gale, part of Cengage Learning, presents the 
updated third edition of a reference staple. Gale 
Encyclopedia of American Law delivers accurate, 
up-to-date articles appropriate for students, 
researchers, legal specialists and lay readers.

Discover the features of this 
must-have resource: 
n	Appendix. Three volumes on primary documents 

and legal milestones cover the Gettysburg 
Address, the Civil Rights Act, Roe v. Wade and 
many other much-studied topics

n	Bibliography. A comprehensive bibliography 
appears at the end of each entry and in the  
index volume

n	Citations. Where possible, entries include 
citations for cases and statutes mentioned  
in the text

n	Cross-References. Within the entries, terms are 
set in small capital letters – LIEN, for example – 
to indicate that they have their own entry

n	Definitions. Every entry on a legal term is 
followed by a definition. The appendix volume  
has a glossary of all definitions from the set

n	Images. More than 1,000 photos, charts, graphs 
and other visual aids that help put information 
into context

n	Primary Sources. These documents are in an 
appendix volume that also lists every president, 
vice president, attorney general and Supreme 
Court justice up to 2009

n	Sidebars and “In Focus.” Short pieces 
complement main entries with thought-
provoking facts, details and arguments from 
specific events like the Pat Tillman investigation 
to wide-ranging topics like the branches of the 
U.S. armed services

Includes:
n	More than 5,000 articles – including 75 brand 

new and 2,000+ updated

n	200 sidebars and “In Focus” essays to 
accompany main entries

n	More than 100 primary source documents

n	Arguments, decisions and opinions of 
10 landmark Supreme Court cases

n	650+ tables, charts and illustrations

n	900 photographs

n	Dictionary of legal terms


