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Rigorous coverage of the 
entire Western hemisphere

       Users looking for authoritative and 
comprehensive information about black 
history, figures and accomplishments 
now have a defining and current 
reference to address their needs. This 
second edition of the award-winning 
Encyclopedia of African-American 
Culture and History is a much-needed 
expansion of the 1996 classic and its 
2000 Supplement, both of which focused 
almost exclusively on the United States. 
Widening its lens to include the whole 
Western Hemisphere, the new edition 
identifies and addresses broad themes 
critical to understanding the texture of 
cultures, achievements and challenges.

Skillfully edited by Princeton University’s 
Colin Palmer, whose introductory essay 
presents a helpful overview of the field 
of African-American studies, this second 
edition includes some 400 completely 
new articles. Almost half of this second 
edition is composed of completely new 
scholarship, and many articles from the 
original collection have updated content 
and bibliographies encompassing:  

n �The people, places, events, movements, 
and themes of the more than 150 
million people of African descent who 
live in North America, Central and 
South America, and the Caribbean

n �Comparative analyses of social 
movements, languages, religions and 
family structures in the context of an 
interdisciplinary framework that fills a 
substantial gap in studies of this genre

n �In-depth coverage supports both 
secondary curriculum and 
post-secondary studies, as well as 
interests of the general reader

ENHANCEMENTS SUPPORT STUDY

Providing scholarship that is easily 
accessible and widely applicable,  
the Encyclopedia is designed 
with cross-curricular research in  
mind and is filled with appealing  
visuals and useful research aides. This 
rich resource is greatly enhanced by:

n �Approximately 500 illustrations, 
maps and photographs integral 
to the content being discussed 

n �An appendix section of up-to-date  
tables, charts, and other 
statistical information

n �Key primary source documents 
accompanying many essays

n �Thoughtful cross-references 
at the article level

n �A comprehensive cumulative 
subject index

n And more

Encyclopedia of African-American 
Culture and History: The Black 
Experience in the Americas, Second Edition

“�Of the many reference 
books dealing with 
African-American  
culture published in the 
last few years, none can 
match the comprehensive 
scope and depth of these 
... volumes.” 
— �American Libraries  

(May 1997; on a  

previous edition
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Well-rounded treatment
Digging deep into a wide range of 
important topics, the Encyclopedia of 
African-American Culture and History, 
Second Edition assumes the focus of many 
disciplines. From politics and history to 
geography and biography, the breadth 
of coverage enables a full understanding 
of African-American culture and history. 
Among the approximately 1,300 articles 
presented in alphabetical order, are:

n African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

n Bethune, Mary McLeod (U.S. educator)

n Black Indians

n Canada, Blacks in

n Carnival in Brazil and the Caribbean

n �Divination and Spirit Possession 
in the Americas

n English, African-American

n Free Blacks, 1619-1860

n �Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Rights Movement

n �Machado de Assis, Joaquim 
Maria (Brazilian writer)

n Military Experience, African-American

n Natural Resources of the Caribbean

n New Media and Digital Culture

n Pan-Africanism

n Poetry, U.S.

n Race and Education in Latin America

n Rastafarianism

n �Risquet, Jorge (Cuban 
ambassador to Africa)

n �Slave Narratives of the  
Caribbean and Latin America

n Slave Religions

n Slavery and the Constitution

n Transatlantic Liberty and Law

n Truth, Sojourner (U.S. abolitionist)

n �Williams, Eric (Trinidadian 
prime minister & historian)

n And many more

AWARDS FOR ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURE 
AND HISTORY (PREVIOUS EDITION) 
n �1997 Dartmouth Medal 

Honorable Mention Citation 

n ��1997 ALA Outstanding Reference Source 

n �1996 Library Journal Best 
Reference Source 

n �Reference Books Bulletin/Booklist 
Editors’ Choice Best Reference 1996 

n �1996 CHOICE Outstanding 
Reference Book 

n �New York Public Library Outstanding 
Reference Source 1996 

n �RUSA Outstanding Reference 
Source 1997 

n �Reference Books Bulletin/Booklist 
Editors’ Choice Best Reference 1997
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