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DESCRIPTION

This book elaborates and elucidates the concepts and characteristics of China’s Buddhist
culture with special emphasis on two aspects: (1) the historical evolution of Chinese
Buddhism as well as related ancient books, records, basic doctrines, systems and protocols,
and famous historical and cultural sites; and (2) the influence of Buddhism on such aspects
of Chinese culture as politics, ethics, philosophy, literature and art, and folk customs, as well
as the differences and similarities between Buddhism and both Confucianism and Taoism.
This book further summarizes the structure, core beliefs, internal and external relations,
root of evolution, and peculiarity of China’s Buddhist culture system. This book aims to
provide an in-depth understanding of the historical status of Buddhism and its important
role in the evolution of Chinese culture.

KEY FEATURES

« Written by one of the best scholars of Buddhism in mainland China

« Elaborates on the influence of Buddhism on Chinese politics, ethics, philosophy,
literature, art, and folk customs

 Provides an in-depth understanding of the historical status of Buddhism and its
important role in the evolution of Chinese culture

ABOUTTHE AUTHOR

Fang Li-tian is the director of the Institute for the Study of Buddhism and Religious Theory
and a professor with the Department of Religious Studies in the School of Philosophy,
Renmin University of China. Prof. Fang has successively held the positions of vice

chairman and advisor of the Religious Society of China, standing vice-chairman of the
Society for History of Chinese Philosophy, editor-in-chief of the Journal of the History of
Chinese Philosophy, editor-in-chief of the Journal of Religious Study, and commissary of the
Commission of Social Sciences, the Ministry of Education. Prof. Fang has relentlessly written
and published numerous books since 1964. He has authored 13 aphs and 260 papers
and co-authored 16 publications. These publications are consideredt i
of the best works on Buddhist philosophy in China after the 1980s
was awarded the coveted China Book Prize for his book Buddhist P
considered one of the most popular Buddhist readings in China .
Prof. Fang received the Sixth China National Book Award for the nce of Chinese
Buddbhist Philosophy (two volumes), which was highly praised asa | e
on Chinese Buddhist philosophy.
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MARKET AUDIENCE

This title is appropriate for use by undergraduates and res
Chinese religions and philosophies, as well as for academ



