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American Biographical Archive
Compiled by Garance Worters
1986-1991. 1,842 fiches. 
Reader factor 24x
Silver: ISBN 3-598-30951-1
Diazo: ISBN 3-598-30950-3

The American Biographical Archive
(ABA) reproduces in a convenient and
otherwise unavailable format 367 origi-
nal biographical reference works in 629
volumes covering 500,000 entries on
280,000 individuals from the earliest pe-
riod of North American history to the
early 20th century.

American Biographical Index 
1993. 6 vols. 3,600 pp. Hard. 
ISBN 0-86291-382-9

The Index facilitates a quick and easy
survey of which material is available on

which persons in the ABA and provides
biographical data in short form.

American Biographical Archive.
Series II
Compiled by Laureen Baillie
1993-1996. 734 fiches. Reader factor 24x
Silver: ISBN 3-598-33534-2
Diazo: ISBN 3-598-33520-2

The new series of the American Bio-
graphical Archive (ABA II) offers the en-
tire wealth of information from 135 ref-
erence works that were mainly published
in the 20th century. 215,000 biographi-
cal entries on 172,000 individuals were
cumulated.

American Biographical Index
2nd, cumulative and enlarged edition
1997. 10 volumes. CCXL, 4,200 pp. Hard. 
ISBN 3-598-33548-2

This edition offers biographical material
in short form about persons registered in
the ABA and the ABA II.

American Biographical Archive.
Supplement to Series I and II
Compiled by Laureen Baillie
2001-2002. C. 100 fiches in 2 instal-
ments. Reader factor 24x
Silver: ISBN 3-598-33800-7 
Diazo: ISBN 3-598-33797-3 

In preparation:
American Biographical Archive 
to 2001
Silver ISBN 3-598-34811-8
Diazo ISBN 3-598-34810-X 
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The Archive spans Canadian history from the earliest
biographical evidence, the age of European settlement
– missionaries, chiefs or discoverers such as Cabot,
Cartier and Champlain as well as some legendary trap-
pers and skin-hunters – to men and women from all
fields of contemporary public life: politicians and
artists, academics and athletes, entrepreneurs and
representatives of trade unions, VIPs and ordinary citi-
zens, too. The Archive is by no means limited to illus-
trious names only!

Giving easy access to hitherto widely scattered mater-
ial, the Canadian Biographical Archive will prove an
invaluable tool for historical, genealogical and socio-
political research into the North-American continent.

Archives Biographiques Canadiennes

Up to now, Canadians were represented only occa-
sionally in various different Biographical Archives
published by K.G. Saur – predominantly in the Ameri-
can, British and French ones. Documenting Canada
from a bio-historical point of view, the Canadian Bio-
graphical Archive (CaBA) focuses exclusively on
Canadian individuals. 

Some 157,000 biographical entries on 150,000 indi-
viduals present a comprehensive survey of the world’s
second largest country, its past and present, its bilin-
gualism and distinctly multicultural characteristics.

The Canadian Biographical Archive is based on ap-
proximately 160 original reference works, published
from 1848 to 1993. The biographical articles have been
taken over unchanged and brought together in a sin-
gle alphabetical sequence. These entries from a total of
some 175 volumes are provided with detailed source
references. Wherever several articles are included on a
single individual, they are structured chronologically.

Corresponding to the proportion of English and French
speakers, the majority of sources is in English, about a
quarter in French. 

Founded by historical antagonists, France and Great
Britain, Canada has always been enriched by immi-
grants from various cultural, linguistic and religious
backgrounds. People from all over the world have set-
tled in Canada, thus shaping the country’s multicul-
tural character. Taking this into account, the Canadian
government passed a special law on multiculturalism
in the 1970s. 
Whereas up to the Second World War mainly Euro-
peans – including many Germans – emigrated to
Canada, the latter half of the 20th century witnessed
an increasing number of Canadians with Asian and
Caribbean roots. Reflecting this ethnic variety appro-
priately, the Archive encompasses Native Americans
from the wooded south as well as the Inuit population
from the arctic north and the full spectrum of immi-
grants from all around the globe.

Extract from the source list

Bataille, Gretchen M.: Native American women: a bio-
graphical dictionary. New York 1993.

Biographies et portraits d’écrivains canadiens. (1ère sér.)
Montréal 1913.

Blauveldt, Robert Brooks: Leaders of Nova Scotia, 1936:
a „who’s who“ of the political, professional, commercial
and moral leaders of the province. Yarmouth, N.S. 1936.

Canadian Jews in World War II: pt. II: Casualties. 
Montreal 1948.

David, Laurent-Olivier: Souvenirs et biographies, 
1870-1910. Montréal 1911.

Harper, John Russell: Early painters and engravers in
Canada. Ontario 1970.

Johnston, Frederick William: Portraits of prominent
Canadians. Toronto 1896.

Lindal, Walter Jacobson: The Icelanders in Canada.
[Canada Ethnica. II.] Ottawa; Winnipeg 1967.

McTavish, William Sharpe: Missionary pathfinders: Pres-
byterian laborers at home and abroad. 
Toronto 1907.

Pontaut, Alain: Dictionnaire critique du théâtre québé-
cois. Ottawa 1972.

Roy, Pierre Georges: Fils de Québec. 4 vols. 
Lévis, Qué. 1933.

Sylvestre, Guy: Indian-Inuit authors: an annotated bibli-
ography = Auteurs indiens et inuit: bibliographie an-
notée. Ottawa 1974.

Who’s who in Canadian aviation and annual aircraft di-
rectory for 1939. Winnipeg 1939.

Please request the complete source list
from the publisher.
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biographical evidence, the age of European settlement
– missionaries, chiefs or discoverers such as Cabot,
Cartier and Champlain as well as some legendary trap-
pers and skin-hunters – to men and women from all
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artists, academics and athletes, entrepreneurs and
representatives of trade unions, VIPs and ordinary citi-
zens, too. The Archive is by no means limited to illus-
trious names only!

Giving easy access to hitherto widely scattered mater-
ial, the Canadian Biographical Archive will prove an
invaluable tool for historical, genealogical and socio-
political research into the North-American continent.
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second largest country, its past and present, its bilin-
gualism and distinctly multicultural characteristics.

The Canadian Biographical Archive is based on ap-
proximately 160 original reference works, published
from 1848 to 1993. The biographical articles have been
taken over unchanged and brought together in a sin-
gle alphabetical sequence. These entries from a total of
some 175 volumes are provided with detailed source
references. Wherever several articles are included on a
single individual, they are structured chronologically.

Corresponding to the proportion of English and French
speakers, the majority of sources is in English, about a
quarter in French. 

Founded by historical antagonists, France and Great
Britain, Canada has always been enriched by immi-
grants from various cultural, linguistic and religious
backgrounds. People from all over the world have set-
tled in Canada, thus shaping the country’s multicul-
tural character. Taking this into account, the Canadian
government passed a special law on multiculturalism
in the 1970s. 
Whereas up to the Second World War mainly Euro-
peans – including many Germans – emigrated to
Canada, the latter half of the 20th century witnessed
an increasing number of Canadians with Asian and
Caribbean roots. Reflecting this ethnic variety appro-
priately, the Archive encompasses Native Americans
from the wooded south as well as the Inuit population
from the arctic north and the full spectrum of immi-
grants from all around the globe.
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