A landmark survey of the great continent

Africa: an Encyclopedia for Students

John Middleton, Editor

GALE GROUP
CHARLES SCRIBNER’'S SONS ——

THOMSON LEARNING



of Cyrenaica as well. Nogth Aftica remained part of the Roman Empire
for almost 700 years. Evidence of this long assoclation with Rome can
be seen at Leptis Magna in Libya, the site of some of the best-preserved
remains of a Reman dity.

By the AD. 40s, Rome’s control over its vast emplre began to weak-
«n. The Vandals, a Germanic people from northern Eurepe, migrated
south Into Africa and took over Tripolitania. The Vandals dominated
(rade in the Mediterranean until the Byzantines in the castern half of
the Roman Empire reconquered the lost territory it 533.

Muslim influence. ‘Ihe atrival of Islam in the 6005 changed North
Africa forever. Muslm Arab forces conquered vast portions of tertitory
around the Mediterranean, Including what is now Libya. The Dether
groups that inhabited Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, and the surrounding
deserts adopted Islam. Although some local people continued to speak
Berber, most learned Arabic, which replaced Greek and Latin as the lan-
guage of literature and law. Meanwhile, several waves of nomadic*
Bedouins migrated into (he region, bringing with them their own ways
of life

After the Mushim (akeover, a serics of Islamic dynastics® tuled Libya,
The powerful Abbasid dynasty appointed the Aghlabids to govera the
region. The Aghlabids restored the Romman frrigation system and made
Libya increasingty prosperous. During the 900s the Fatimids brought
most of northern Africa under their control.

By the 15005 the coast of northern Afrlca was famous for Its pirate
kings, who often came fnto conflict with the Furopean states actass the
Mediterranean, in 1551 the Ottoman Turks conqueced Libya, which
became a Turkish province known as Tripalitania. The Tutkish sultan
appoloted a series of rulers to govern the province.

*Islam  religion based on the teachings
of the Prophet Muhammad; religious
faith of the Muslims

European Cotonization. By the late 18005, Bsltain, France, and Tualy

were louking for opporturiitics to establish settlements and expand their

trading imerests in North Africa. To gain control of 1ibya, ltaly declared

“nomadic referring to people who
travel from place to place to find food
and pasture

war on the Ottoman Turks in 1911 The Turks surrendered the region a
year later. However, led by members of the Sanusi, a Sufi* religious
order, the |ibyans resisted Italian rule. Haly succeeded in dominating
Libya until the 19405, and thousands of Itafians settled in the colony.

After World War 11, France and Britain won control of Libya. In 1951
they dedided to grant the territory independence. A coundil of Ieaders
from Libya's three reglons met and declared the new country to be a
united kingdom headed by Muhammad Iris. A hero of the Sanusi
resistance against the Italians, he became King Idris [

*dynasty  succession of rufers from the
same family or group

*Sufi member of a Muslim movement
characterized by mysticism  and
dedication to poverty and prayer

Modern Libya. At firsi the new kingdom of Libya was very poor and
required latge amounts of akd from Western powers to survive, Tn 1955
the discovery of rich petroleum resoucces in Libya ushered in an era of
prosperity. Yet even with the benefit of its orl wealth, the country faced
many challenges in developing a diverse modern economs.

During the 19605, changes in other Awb countries, particularly a
movement for Arals unity, began to affect Libyan society. Conflicts
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between variows Arab stares and bsrat, as well as uncerbaindy ahout Lhe
$ute of the Palestinian people, helped whi SUpporL B the movensent. In
969 a group of mililary ollicers led by Colonel Musmme al-Uaddab
“caup sudren, often wiolenl, wver-  carried out 3 conp® thal ended the womrrchy, Coiored Qaddafi ook per
thraw of & ruler o gavernment as head of the i il imtriduoed widl
sual, potitical, #1d ceanamsic ngfarms, Grder his eule t gablic InsUty-
tions, indluding schoals, husinesses, and the media, wete adminisiered
by “people’s committess.” The miliry and [ozeim reladons remaincd
outside the penple’s control,

i 2 ol squarter of Tripd, Une Libyers
capiteY, narcaw passageways lead to mar-
kats e historic mosques.
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Africa — a world waiting to be
revealed

It is the world’s second largest continent, homeland to more
than 770 million people, where more than 1,500 different
languages are spoken. It is the place where the oldest hominid
remains were found and where pyramids stand mysteriously
frozen in time. Its savannas, deserts, and storied rivers have
lured explorers and been mythologized by writers. Yet its
deep history — and great potential — is only just beginning
to be documented in the West.

The scope and complexity of Africa have challenged his-
torians, with just a few single-volume reference works
available, many of them written for an upper-level aca-
demic audience. Now, Charles Scribner’s Sons presents
the first authoritative multi-volume reference work writ-
ten especially for students on the history, peoples, arts,
politics, and geography of this great continent. From the
travels of Ibn Battuta, the greatest African explorer of

Actual page size is 8.5” x |1 1”

medieval times, to the rich legacy of Somali poetry, the
topics covered in the Encyclopedia support a wide range of
curriculum areas.

From Egypt in the North to
Cape Town in the South

Four illustrated volumes encompass all of Africa, from
the Mediterranean Sea to the Antarctic Ocean. Spanning
everything from animals, foods, holidays, and tribal
groups to ecology, economy, geography, religion, and fos-
sils, Africa: An Encyclopedia for Students is comprehensive
in scope and designed to support student research.
Produced by the creative team that developed award-
winning titles such as Ancient Greece and Rome and The
Middle Ages, the Encyclopedia has the inviting, open
design and user-friendly features that appeal to students
in high school and junior college. Sidebars, timelines,
photographs, and a 2-color page design support research
and encourage browsing.



A partial list of articles by subject area: (Encyclopedia is A-Z)

Arts

Architecture
Cinema

Crafts

Dance

Literature

Masks and Masquerade
Musical Instruments
Myths of Africa
Poetry

Rock Art

Biographies
Sidi al-Mukhtar
Gamal Abdel Nasser
Steven Biko

Sir Richard Burton
Vasco da Gama

F. W. De Klerk

W. E. B. Du Bois
King Farouk

Athol Fugard
Marcus Garvey
Nadine Gordimer
David Livingstone
Nelson Mandela
Hosni Mubarak
Anwar Sadat

Haile Selassie I
Desmond Tutu

Culture

Arabs in Africa

Bantu

Body Adornment and
Clothing

Chinese in Africa

Education

Family

Food and Drink

Health Care

Kinship

Literacy

Maasai

Oral Culture and
Tradition

Economics

Borrowing and Lending

Hunger and Famine

Ivory Trade

Labor

Mining

Money and Currencies

Plantation Economies
and Societies

Geography

Algeria

Botswana

Cameroon

Colonial and
Postcolonial Boundaries

Eritrea

Frontiers and Frontier
Societies

Kalahari Desert

Lesotho

Niger

Somalia

South Africa

Government
Kings and Kingship
Laws and Legal Systems
Military Governments
and Armies
Muslim Political
Organizations
Nationalism in Africa
Postcolonial States
Queens and Queen
Mothers
Tribalism

History
African Diaspora
Apartheid

Boer War
Decolonization
Natal Colony
North Africa
South Africa

Peasantry and Land
Settlement

Sennar

Slave State

World Wars I and II

Politics

Genocide and Violence

Human Rights

Independence
Movements

Land Ownership

Nationalism in Africa

Neocolonialism in
Africa

Role of Africa in Global
Politics

United Nations in
Africa

Religion
Ethiopian Orthodox
Church
Initiation Rites
Islam in Africa
Missions and
Missionaries
Secret Societies
Spirit Possession
Sufism
Witchcraft and Sorcery

Science
Diseases
Energy and Energy
Resources
Forests and Forestry
Healing and Medicine
Human Origins
in Africa
Leakey Family
Metals and Metallurgy

And much more!

For a complete list of articles, visit

www.galegroup.com/scribners

Based on award-winning scholarship of the parent set: Encyclopedia of Africa
A Library Journal Best Reference Source and an ALA Outstanding Reference

“It is hard to overstate the importance of this encyclopedia.”

American Reference Books Annual, 1999

(On the parent set: Encyclopedia of Africa)

Features:

* 500 A-to-Z articles

* 260 black-and-white illustrations and an 8-page color
insert in each volume

* 2-color interior design

* Sidebars, timelines, chronologies, maps, and boxed
statistical data for each country article

* 1st Ed. About 900 pp. in 4 vols.
* Ready December 2001

¢ ISBN 0-684-80650-9

¢ Order #MML15100-173480

Save with prepublication offer:
* $325.00/4-vol. set. Prepub price good until 12/31/01
* $375.00 thereafter

Africa: An Encyclopedia for Students

For any research assignment, or just for browsing, the Encyclopedia answers questions in clear,
concise articles that include student friendly features. In addition to entries on each nation of
modern Africa, articles cover the numerous ethnic groups and equally numerous political,
social, and religious practices that differ from country to country.

Students will find answers to many research questions:

* What are the origins of apartheid?

* Which countries are predominantly Muslim, and which are Christian?
* How have writers responded to colonialism?

* What natural and human factors threaten the savannas?

* When did Nelson Mandela first enter politics?

* How have masks been used in African ceremonies and rituals?

* Which peoples were decimated by the slave trade?

* What role do women play in African politics today?

¢ How does the climate in South Africa differ from the North?

Call 1-800-877-4253 (in the U.S. and Canada) or send an e-mail to international@galegroup.com (outside the U.S. and Canada)
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About the Editor: John Middleton is professor of
anthropology and religious studies emeritus at Yale University.
Find out about other illustrated student encyclopedias on

www.galegroup.com/scribners, such as:

e The Ancient Near East

o Latin America: History and Culture
* Ancient Greece and Rome

* The Middle Ages

* North America in Colonial Times.

Order before Dec. 31, 2001 and receive Africa: An
Encyclopedia for Students for the special price of $325.00!

SIGN UP FOR STANDING ORDER #8553 AND SAVE 5% ON
FUTURE VOLUMES IN THE SERIES
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