Comemas ENE o 65 e Te P T B e T

A Federal Surveillance of African Americans,

Emrr L A

1920-1984

Vomrmigrs Bgret Wopgarts pston St berrpiegrster

" P o e

This collection increases access to primary documents
L SRR essential for research and analysis of African American
———— radicalism in the 20th century.
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« Date Range: 1920-1984
« Content: 88,021 pages
« Source Library: Federal Bureau of Investigation Library
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P 408 For more than six decades, the Justice Department and the FBI engaged in

Certan widespread investigation of individuals deemed politically suspect. African

Mosdte iy Americans were prominent targets of this coordinated surveillance effort.

T LT African Americans of all political persuasions were subject to federal scrutiny,
et i i harassment and prosecution. The FBI enlisted “confidential special informants”
DRI PRLI S S to infiltrate a variety of organizations. Their documents detail Black radicals, their
£ a0 T organizations and their motivations.

A new view of the 20th century
¥ LIS Al . Federal Surveillance of African Americans, 1920-1984 is a treasure of largely untapped
i o source materials for the major social movements and key figures in 20th-century
S LA ST Black history.
These primary sources open a window into the development of America’s first
e systematic domestic surveillance apparatus. But just as important, the collection
illuminates the enduring conflict in American history between the need of society
e —_—— to protect basic freedoms and the equally legitimate need to protect itself from

genuine threats to its security and existence.
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Federal Surveillance
of African Americans,
1920-1984

Sample collections in this archive include:

FBI Investigation File on Marcus Garvey
The FBI investigation File on Marcus Garvey is an
informative source on his role as a spokesman for
black nationalism, on the American black community
of the 1920s, and on the origins of the black social
protest and separatist movements.

FBI File on the Ku Klux Klan Murder

of Viola Liuzzo

Like the “Mississippi Burning” investigation, this was
one of the first cases to test the new Civil Rights Act.
The file on this important case contains FBI letters,
memoranda, teletypes and more.

Other included collections:

« Atlanta Child Murders (ATKID)

« Committee for Public Justice

« Communist Infiltration of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference

« Elijah Muhammed

« Highlander Folk School

» MIBURN (M:ississippi Burning)

» Moorish Science Temple of America

» Muslim Mosque, Inc.

« National Negro Congress

« Organization of Afro-American Unity (OAAU)

» Paul Robeson

« Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

« And several more
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This s Lo sdviss Lhat Sabiest will sppear in Detreit, Michigen, from
Oetebar B through 11, 1969, AL the pressst tize the Civil Bights Congreas of
Michigas i teking cherge of all arrangesets for EDESSON'S wisit te Detrait.
Prasant arrasgessnts cell for & mass mesting to o held on Cotober §, 1989, B
Ti00 P.Sa, At & lergs ball located st Forest esd Hastings Strests 1o Dwtredt,
1In sdditien, thers will ba » testlsonlal Basguet glven st the Lacy Thursan,
TATA, dosntows Datrodt. The sasct date of this tengeet is wimown, although
1t will be durlng tha abdve=sentionsd peried, .

Poafidemtinl Informants Bave sdvieed that all of BDSSSON'S acpearances
w1l be Lisitsd Lo the megre comunity in the Detrolt wres, sad that conalderable
precastices sre belng taken to farsstall trouble similar to that which recently
cczarred  in Peskskill, Kew Tork,

The appearsnce af BOEESOR in Detrodi, and U activities participated
ir by him are belsg followsd clorely by this effics. OF slgmificance ls the
fart that the mans rally will be hald at tha bulldisg whers the Detroit reee
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At Seolile, Washinpton

The Student Homvislent Coordinating
Committec (SNCC) is characterized in
the appendix section of this report.

on April) 79, 1968, & jedint meetine of the Seattle
Chapter of SNCC and the PRlack Manther Party (BPP) was held at
1800 EKast Hadisen, Seattle, Washinpton, Approximately 300
people atiended 1hig open meeting at which a number af epeakers
were hiphly eritieal of the Seattle Police Department. During
thie meetineg & nunber of those presont dissussed w and Beans
to combat the Scat T d resent wore
urped 1o commit ac
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