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Nineteenth Century and

Twentieth Century Legal

Treatises are two essential 

reference collections for 

historical and contemporary 

legal studies. With a range of

valuable literature from the most

influential writers and key legal

thinkers of the time, researchers

now have the resources to trace 

the evolution of modern law 

in Britain and the United States

during these periods of 

monumental change. 

Previously available on a 

subscription unit basis and by 

separate British and American

treatises, these comprehensive 

collections from the world’s 

foremost law libraries are 

both now available by 

separate subject breakouts.
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Praise for Twentieth Century Legal Treatises:

“The expansion of [this] … microfiche edition

of English and American legal treatises into the

twentieth century is an important development

for Anglo-American legal scholarship. … 

Access to these materials in their original form

has become increasingly difficult for modern

scholars. The deterioration of book paper 

and heavy use over many years has literally

destroyed or rendered most of the remaining

copies unusable. The microfiche edition will

assure preservation of these valuable and elusive

publications. It will also make them available

in many libraries which have never held them.

“Drawing on the incomparable collections of 

the Harvard Law Library, this edition will … 

permit the continuing study of legal 

development after the nineteenth century, 

and illuminate the origins of many topics

which arose in the [twentieth] century.”

— Morris Cohen, 
Professor Emeritus and former Librarian 
Yale University Law School



• Family Law 
Family Law, Parent & Child
Nineteenth Century: 519 titles on 1,607 fiche
Twentieth Century: 163 titles on 740 fiche

• Business Law 
Banking & Financing, Securities, Insurance, 
Business Planning, Accounting
Nineteenth Century: 295 titles on 1,717 fiche
Twentieth Century: 232 titles on 1,481 fiche

• Torts 
Torts, Negligence, Damages
Nineteenth Century: 231 titles on 1,673 fiche
Twentieth Century: 150 titles on 1,439 fiche

• Taxation and Public Finance 
Economic Policy, Public Finance, Taxation
Nineteenth Century: 482 titles on 1,552 fiche
Twentieth Century: 335 titles on 1,657 fiche

• Jurisprudence 
The Science of Law
Nineteenth Century: 212 titles on 960 fiche
Twentieth Century: 93 titles on 347 fiche

• Legal Profession
Conduct, Duties, Obligations & Rights of Lawyers
Nineteenth Century: 312 titles on 874 fiche
Twentieth Century: 123 titles on 338 fiche

• Intellectual Law
Copyright, Patents & Trademarks
Nineteenth Century: 166 titles on 752 fiche
Twentieth Century: 143 titles on 722 fiche

• Legal History 
Origins & Sources of Law
Nineteenth Century: 257 titles on 1,092 fiche 
Twentieth Century: 134 titles on 617 fiche

• Legal Education 
Law Schools, Law Students, Legal Study
Nineteenth Century: 242 titles on 630 fiche 
Twentieth Century: 142 titles on 397 fiche

• Labor & Social Welfare 
Social Legislation, Labor Law, Social Security, 
Social Welfare
Nineteenth Century: 191 titles on 783 fiche
Twentieth Century: 317 titles on 1,343 fiche

A watershed period of 
legal development
During the 19th and 20th centuries, 
the legal system in Britain saw periods

of significant changes, as feudal concepts gave way to more mod-
ern forms. In the United States, the English legal system heritage
was transformed into a new model of excellence demanded by the
burgeoning industrial democracy. 

Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Legal Treatises chronicle the
establishment of both British and American law, and cover the
most important and influential legal writers, trends and cases dur-
ing these periods.

Breaking the law
Primary Source Microfilm is pleased to announce that special
breakouts with MARC records are available from both
Nineteenth Century Legal Treatises and Twentieth Century Legal
Treatises collections. With these special subject breakouts,
researchers now have the ability to focus only on those aspects of
British and American law that interest them. 

The Collections
Nineteenth Century Legal Treatises includes more than 15,000
British and American works from the world’s leading libraries, with
the majority of material acquired from the Harvard Law School
Library. This unique collection encompasses a range of literature
produced during this century for research into legal and general
history, including casebooks, local practice manuals, books on legal
form, works for lay readers, pamphlets, letters and speeches. 

Twentieth Century Legal Treatises covers nearly every aspect of
British and American law in the 20th century. Because access to
materials in their original form has become increasingly difficult,
the expansion of this collection is an important development to
modern scholars. Materials for this publication have been acquired
from the Harvard Law School Library, Yale Law School Library
and the York (Canada) Law School Library.

Individual subject breakouts found in Nineteenth and Twentieth
Century Legal Treatises include:

• General Studies 
General Studies, Collected Essays, Legal Liability 
Nineteenth Century: 1,031 titles on 10,093 fiche 
Twentieth Century: 245 titles on 1,821 fiche 

• Real Property 
Property, Real Property, Mortgages, Landlord & Tenant
Nineteenth Century: 1,203 titles on 8,748 fiche
Twentieth Century: 420 titles on 3,081 fiche 

• Procedural Law 
Commercial Arbitration, Practice & Procedure, 
Civil Procedure, Equity, Criminal Procedure, Evidence 
Nineteenth Century: 2,016 titles on 16,207 fiche
Twentieth Century: 642 titles on 6,011 fiche

• Commercial Law
Commercial Law, Sales, Secured Transactions, 
Commercial Paper
Nineteenth Century: 438 titles on 2,969 fiche
Twentieth Century: 268 titles on 1,515 fiche

• Biography 
Judges, Supreme Court Justices
Nineteenth Century: 780 titles on 2,468 fiche
Twentieth Century: 281 titles on 784 fiche

• Constitutional Law
Constitutional Law, Constitutional Law and 
Political Theory: Special Topics
Nineteenth Century: 781 titles on 3,207 fiche
Twentieth Century: 303 titles on 1,442 fiche

• Trusts & Estates 
Succession, Trusts & Estates
Nineteenth Century: 451 titles on 2,679 fiche 
Twentieth Century: 157 titles on 1,030 fiche

• Bankruptcy 
Creditor’s Rights
Nineteenth Century: 367 titles on 2,141 fiche 
Twentieth Century: 103 titles on 990 fiche

• Business Associations
Agency, Unincorporated Associations, 
Corporations, Government Corporations
Nineteenth Century: 348 titles on 2,475 fiche
Twentieth Century: 361 titles on 3,090 fiche

• Criminal Law 
Criminal Law, Criminal Responsibility, Crimes vs. 
Public Safety, Crimes vs. Persons & Property, 
Regulatory Offenses, Penology, Criminology, 
Juvenile Delinquency
Nineteenth Century: 920 titles on 3,609 fiche
Twentieth Century: 416 titles on 1,986 fiche

• Contracts 
Contracts, Suretyship & Guarantee, 
Quasi Contracts, Government Contracts
Nineteenth Century: 238 titles on 2,213 fiche
Twentieth Century: 149 titles on 1,289 fiche
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Complete Subject Breakout
Collections:
Nineteenth Century Legal Treatises: 68,449 fiche
Twentieth Century Legal Treatises: 32,120 fiche

United States Treatises Breakout
Collections:
Nineteenth Century: 35 U.S. units — Units 1, 2, 5–7, 9,
10, 13, 14, 17, 18, 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30, 33, 34, 37,
38, 41, 42, 47, 50, 51, 54–56, 59–63, 66 — 1,250
fiche per unit. Total fiche: 43,764

Twentieth Century: 24 U.S. units — Units 1, 2, 4, 6, 8,
10, 12, 14–17, 19, 20, 22–25, 27, 28, 31–35 — 1,250
fiche per unit. Total fiche: 30,000

British Treatises Breakout
Collections:
Nineteenth Century: 34 British units — Units 3, 4, 8,
11, 12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 27, 28, 31, 32, 35, 36,
39, 40, 43–46, 48, 49, 52, 53, 57, 58, 64, 65, 67–69
— 1,250 fiche per unit. Total fiche: 42,160

Twentieth Century: 11 British units — Units 3, 5, 7, 9,
11, 13, 18, 21, 26, 29, 30 — 1,250 fiche per unit.
Total fiche: 13,750

Complete Collections:
Nineteenth Century Legal Treatises: 69 units — 1,250
fiche per unit. Total fiche: 85,924

Twentieth Century Legal Treatises: 35 units — 1,250
fiche per unit. Total fiche: 43,750

Machine-Readable Cataloging
Nineteenth Century Legal Treatises: Title-level cataloging
is available in OCLC as a WorldCat Collection Set;
cataloging available for Units 1–69 (complete).

Twentieth Century Legal Treatises: Title-level cataloging is
available from Primary Source Microfilm. Please call
your Primary Source Microfilm Representative for
details.

Printed guides accompany these collections.
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