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If you ran in the New York Marathon you would run through parts of each 
of its five boroughs. Find the race route on the 5 page of the book Times 
Square. 
 
Solve these math problems. 
 
1. A marathon is over 26 miles long. If 1/3 of the marathon was run in 
Manhattan, how many miles would that be? Use 26 as your base. 
 
 
 
 
2. Brooklyn covers ½ of the race and Staten Island’s portion is ¼. How 
many total miles are there in this portion of the race? 
 
 
 
 
3. 5,000 runners were in the race. If 1/4 of them were women, how many 
men were in the race? 
 
 
 
 
4. The race started at 8:00 a.m. and the winner crossed the finish line 156 
minutes later. At what time was the race won? 



 
 

New York’s Brightest 
 
New York has been home to many famous people. You will find the 
accomplishments of some of the bright stars in Times Square. 
 
Put each of these New Yorkers in the appropriate category. 

 
 

Grandma Moses          Bruce Coville      Maurice Sendak 
 
L. Frank Baum             Norman Rockwell     Jacob de Beer 
 
Madeleine L’Engle         Dr. Hervey Thatcher

ARTISTS                                AUTHORS                          INVENTORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose your favorite New Yorker from the box above and explain why you 
like him/her. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
Many innovations came about because someone had a need and then filled 
that need. Discover the answers to the questions below in Times Square, a 
book about the state of New York. 
 
 
1. Why was the milk bottle invented?_______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 
 
2. Why did the Dutch wear wooden shoes? __________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 
 
3. Why do beavers need strong teeth? _______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 
 
4. Why were people in New York City convinced to build an underground 
transportation system? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 
 
5. Why did some boys in 1840 only go to school in winter? _____________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 
 
6. Why were wild animals abolished from the Macy’s Parade? __________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 
 
Write two “why” questions of your own about the book. 
 
7.____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________? 
 
8. ___________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________? 



 

NEW YORK CROSSWORD 
 
 
Enjoy reading the book Times Square. It is full of information about the 
great state of New York. You’ll find all the answers to the crossword below 
in this book. 
 
 
N  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 
E  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 
W ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 
 
Y  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 
O  ___    ___ 
R  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 
K  ___    ___    ___    ___ 
 
 
 
 
1. The Finger Lakes are long and _______________________. 
2. Children were _____________ in a one-room school. 
3. The only woman to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor was Mary 
Edwards ________________________. 
4. One baseball team is the New York ______________________. 
5. It takes 40 gallons of sap to make _____________ gallon of syrup. 
6. Famous Radio City dancers _________________________ 
7. One of the Finger Lakes _____________________________ 
 



 

FOLLOW THE YELLOW BRICK 
ROAD 

 
The author of The Wizard of Oz was born in New York. You can find the 
name of this author in Times Square. 
 
In The Wizard of Oz the scarecrow, the tin man, and the cowardly lion 
learned they only had to believe in themselves to solve their problems. 
 
Why is it important to believe in yourself? Have you ever thought you 
couldn’t accomplish a task only to find out you could? 
 
Give one example of a time believing in yourself worked. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Give an example of a time you didn’t believe in yourself and the results. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
Why do you think L. Frank Baum gave his characters the fears they had? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Bay Scallop and the Sea Scorpion 
 
 
Learn about the different worlds of the bay scallop and the sea scorpion in 
Times Square. The sea scorpion lived thousands of years ago. What was 
New York like then? The bay scallop currently lives off the shores of New 
York. 
 
 
Write a description of New York as seen through the eyes of the sea 
scorpion.  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Write a description of New York as seen through the eyes of the bay scallop. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Draw a picture of one of your descriptions. 



 
 
 
 
If you plan to run in the New York Marathon some day, you will need to be 
physically fit. You’ll need to eat healthy foods and get plenty of exercise. 
Read about this marathon in Times Square, a book about New York. 
 
Plan three days of healthy meals. If you are unsure of how to eat a well-
balanced meal, look at a food pyramid. 
 
Day 1                   Breakfast                   Lunch                      Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Day 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Day 3 



 
 

Pie à la Mode! 
Survey and Graph 

 
 
 
Pie and ice cream–yum yum! Times Square explains how we got the term 
pie à la mode. Have you ever named a dessert? Put together your favorite 
dessert with all the goodies on it and give it a special name–_____________. 
 
Survey 25 people to find which of the following is their favorite. 
 
Pie                                     Ice Cream                     Pie à la Mode 
 
 
 
Use the data you collected to create a circle graph showing the results. 
Circle graphs show percentages of the whole.       
 
 

  



 

Lions in New York 
 
 
 
Two marble lions will greet you as you enter the New York Public Library. 
Learn about these lions and how they got their special names in Times 
Square.  As you will discover, the lions are named Patience and Fortitude. 
 
Write a paragraph explaining why it is important to be patient. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Write a paragraph describing why New Yorkers need fortitude. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
What additional characteristics would be helpful for city life? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

 



 

The Mystery of the Lakes 
 
There is an Iroquois legend about the forming of the Finger Lakes 
in New York. Enjoy reading about these lakes in Times Square. 
 
Write a mystery story about how these lakes were formed. Use 
your imagination and make your story interesting and fun. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

 



 
 
 
 
Over the last several years each state in the United States has designed a 
quarter that represents the qualities that make it special. Study the New York 
quarter in Times Square. Would you have chosen different symbols to 
represent New York?  
 
This is your chance to design a quarter that you think shows what is special 
about New York. 
 

 
 
Explain your design 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

One-Room Schools 
 
New York and many other states had one-room schools for many years. As a 
matter of fact there are still some one-room schools in many states. There 
weren’t enough students in rural areas for large schools to be built in early 
New York. Learn when this practice stopped in New York in the book Times 
Square. 
 
Make a list of the advantages of being a student in a one-room school. (Most 
of these schools have grades 1-8 in them.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make a list of the disadvantages of being in a one-room school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to go to a one-room school?_________________________ 
Explain ______________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
The book Times Square is full of information about people, places, 
and things in New York.  You will find several official state 
symbols throughout the book. 
 
Draw a picture of each symbol and then write two sentences about 
the symbol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shell________________________Fossil________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Beverage                                          Animal 



Times Square 
Answer Sheet 

 
 
Marathon Math-  1)  8 2/3    2) 18    3) 3,750      4) 10:36 a.m. 
 
Famous New Yorkers-  Artists- Norman Rockwell, Grandma Moses 
Authors- Bruce Coville, L. Frank Baum, Maurice Sendak, Madeleine 
L’Engle 
Inventors- Jacob de Beer, Dr. Hervey Thatcher 
 
Why-   1) for sanitary delivery of milk   2) to keep their feet dry 
3) to gnaw down trees    4) the blizzard of 1888    5) they had to work in the 
fields and do other chores.  There were no mandatory attendance laws at that 
time.    6) they frightened little children 
 
New York Crossword-   1) narrow    2) educated    3) Walker    4) Yankees 
5) one    6) Rockettes    7) Keuka 
 


