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Sundae Math 
 

Everyone loves a sundae! It was in Illinois that the sundae got its name. Find 
out how it happened in Prairie Numbers. 
 
Solve these sundae math problems. 

 
 

vanilla ice cream  50 cents per scoop       nuts 25 cents 
chocolate ice cream 50 cents per scoop        cherries 10 cents 
strawberry ice cream 50 cents per scoop     whipped cream 25 cents 
chocolate syrup 15 cents                             pineapple 35 cents 
strawberries 30 cents                                               
 

 
1. Edward ordered a sundae that had 2 scoops of chocolate ice cream, 
chocolate syrup, nuts, and cherries. What was the cost? ___________ 
 
 
2. Serena loves sundaes. She ordered 2 scoops of vanilla ice cream, one 
scoop of strawberry, topped with pineapple, chocolate syrup, and 
whipped cream. How much change did she receive from a $5.00 bill? 
 
 
3. Juan’s sundae cost 65 cents. What did he order? 
 
 
4. Create your own sundae and write a problem about the cost. 
 

 



 

Animal Classifications 
 
 
 
Animals abound throughout Prairie Numbers. There is an abundance of 
information about creatures in this wonderful book. 
 
Put each animal in the correct classification. 
 

otter                       white-tailed deer           turtle              bluegill 
 
frog                         cow                             butterfly         hog 
 
dragonfly                 

 
 
MAMMALS        REPTILE        AMPHIBIAN        INSECT         FISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Add 3 species to each category. 
Draw your favorite animal. 



 

Prairie Crossword 
 
Explore the book Prairie Numbers and discover many interesting facts about 
Illinois. Use the information from this book to solve the crossword. 
 
 
P  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 

R  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 

A  ___    ___    ___    ___ 

I   ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___   ___    ___ 

R  ___   ___    ___ 

I   ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 

E  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___ 
 
 
 
1. Illinois official snack food ______________ 
 
2. The Painted Turtle is the state ____________ 
 
3. ___________ Planetarium 
 
4. An animal without a backbone is an ______________ 
 
5. An endangered species may be __________ to find. 
 
6. Bluegill thrive on aquatic _____________ 
 
7. Type of fuel made from corn is _______________ 
 



 
 

FOOTBALL FIRST 
 
 
Have you ever heard of the Decatur Staley’s football team? 
Discover the current name of this famous team in Prairie 
Numbers. 
The Decatur Staley’s are now called the _____________________. 
 
Match each team with the sport they represent. 
 
 

 
Chicago Bears                Detroit Tigers                New York Yankees 
Chicago Bulls                 Detroit Lions                  New York Mets 
Boston Celtics                Chicago Cubs                 Chicago White Sox 
Saint Louis Cardinals   Miami Dolphins              Los Angeles Lakers 

 
 

Football                   Baseball                    Basketball 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



           Make an Aquarium  
                                                             

 
 
Chicago’s Shedd Aquarium was started in 1929. In Prairie 
Numbers you can discover how to turn Lake Michigan freshwater 
into saltwater. 
 
Make a shoebox aquarium. 
  1. Decide if your aquarium will be freshwater or saltwater. Be careful you 
don’t mix the fish. 
2. Use this sheet to plan your aquarium. 
 
Materials 
Shoebox ( cover not needed) 
Scissors, glue, paper, makers, crayons, paint 
String 
Rod or stick 
Plastic wrap ( clear or blue) 
 
Directions 
1. Paint the background of your shoebox to look like water. Don’t forget the 
sides. 
2. Draw, color, and cut out fish, shells, seaweed, etc. 
3. Punch a small hole in the top of your fish, seaweed, etc. and tie a 
string on each piece. You might also want to glue some pieces to the bottom 
of the aquarium; add sand if you wish.  
3. Tie your string onto the rod. You’ll want your fish to swim at different 
heights in the aquarium. Place the rod across the open top of the box. You 
may wish to make holes in the sides to slide the rod through. 
4. Cover the front of the aquarium with plastic wrap. Tape it in place.    
5. Enjoy your aquarium.                  
 



 
 
 
 
What is a prairie? Where can you find a prairie? Find the answers to these 
questions in Prairie Number,s a book about Illinois. 
 
Draw a picture of a prairie. Make sure you use only the prairie flowers found 
on page 12 of Prairie Numbers.  
Frame your picture with black construction paper. 
Make your own class art gallery of prairie pictures. 
 
Use this frame to make a sketch of your final product. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



     Dragonfly Dreams 
 
 
Discover why the Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly is an endangered species in “Prairie 
Numbers.” 
Pretend that you wake up one morning and you are a dragonfly. Write a story 
about your adventure. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 



 
 

 
An endangered plant or animal is one that is facing extinction. What can we 
do to save endangered species? In Prairie Numbers you will learn about 
several endangered and threatened species. 
 
List ways to save each of these animals. 
 
Argos Skipper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly 
 
C 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chorus Frog 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Prairie Numbers is filled with interesting facts about the state of Illinois. You will find 
some of the official state symbols of Illinois in the book.  
 
Find the following state symbols. 
1. animal_______________________________ 
 
2. reptile _______________________________ 
 
3. snack food ___________________________ 
 
4. mineral ______________________________ 
 
5. fish _________________________________ 
 
Flip book 
 
1. Stack three sheets of plain paper so there is an overlap of one inch between each sheet. 
2. Bring the bottoms of the pages up so that you now have six tabs. Fold and make a good 
crease. 
3. Staple along the crease to keep your sheets together. 
 
On the cover of your book draw the state of Illinois. Label it. Put the title on the page. 
On each of the next pages draw and give 3 facts about one of the state symbols above. 
Share your book with your family. 
 
Write a paragraph about your favorite Illinois state symbol. 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Life Cycle of a Butterfly 
 
 
The butterfly’s life cycle is a complete metamorphosis. That means its stages 
are egg, larva, pupa, and adult. There is a butterfly in Illinois that is an 
endangered species. Find this species in Prairie Numbers. 
 
Draw pictures of the butterfly’s stages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         
 

 



An Amazing Find 
Newspaper Article 

 
 
Imagine finding fossils of plants and animals that are over 300 million years 
old! Read about this wonderful find in Prairie Numbers. 
 
Write a newspaper story informing readers about this amazing find. 
Use this graphic organizer to help you. 
 
WHO ________________________________________________ 
WHAT _______________________________________________ 
WHERE _____________________________________________ 
WHY ________________________________________________ 
WHEN _______________________________________________ 
HOW ________________________________________________ 
 
Give your article an exciting title. 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 



 
 

Turtle Poetry 
 
 
An acrostic poem uses a sentence or phrase to describe its subject 
next to each letter of the subject’s name. 
Example-  T  tall, talented, terrific friend 
                    E  energetic, easy to play with 
                    D  dives, dances, dependable 
 
Find some of the characteristics of the Painted Turtle in Prairie Numbers. 
 
Write an acrostic poem about the Painted Turtle. 
 
P __________________________________________________________ 
A __________________________________________________________ 
I ___________________________________________________________ 
N ___________________________________________________________ 
T ___________________________________________________________ 
E ___________________________________________________________ 
D ___________________________________________________________ 
 
T ___________________________________________________________ 
U ___________________________________________________________ 
R ___________________________________________________________ 
T ___________________________________________________________ 
L ___________________________________________________________ 
E ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Draw a Painted Turtle. 



Favorite Snacks  
Survey and Graph 

 
 
Do you have a favorite snack? The state of Illinois made popcorn 
the official state snack in 2003. Learn more about popcorn and its 
growers in Prairie Numbers. 
 
Survey one younger class and one older class to find each student’s 
favorite snack. 
 
Popcorn                           Potato Chips                  Other 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the data you collected to make a bar graph showing the results 
of your survey. Make it neat and colorful. Don’t forget to label the 
graph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 
 
 

Prairie Numbers 
Answer Sheet 

 
 
 
Sundae Math- 1) $ 1.50    2) $ 2.75   3) one scoop any flavor and chocolate 
syrup 
 
Classifications- Mammals- otter, deer, cow, hog 
                            Reptile- turtle 
                            Amphibian- frog 
                             Insects- butterfly, dragonfly 
                             Fish- bluegill 
 
Prairie Crossword- 1) popcorn   2) reptile   3) Adler   4) invertebrate 
5) rare   6) insects   7) ethanol 
 
Football First- Football- Chicago Bears, Detroit Lions, Miami Dolphins 
Baseball- Saint Louis Cardinals, Detroit Tigers, Chicago Cubs, Chicago 
White Sox, New York Yankees, New York Mets 
Basketball- Chicago Bulls, Boston Celtics, Los Angeles Lakers 
 
 
 


