
 

 
 

Loonies and Toonies 
A Canadian Number Book 

 
Author:  Mike Ulmer 

Illustrator:  Melanie Rose 
 

Guide written by Cheryl Grinn 
 

Portions may be reproduced for use in the classroom 
with this express written consent of Sleeping Bear Press 

 
Published by 

Sleeping Bear Press 
310 N. Main St., Suite 300 

Chelsea, MI 48118 
800-487-2323 

www.sleepingbearpress.com 



  Loonie, Toonie Math 
 
 
 
What are loonies and toonies? You can solve this mystery by reading the 
wonderful book Loonies and Toonies. You’ll discover that they have 
something to do with money. 
 
Solve these problems: 
 
1. Miguel had 3 toonies and earned 2 loonies doing chores. How much 
money did he have? 
 
 
 
2. Sara saved 40 toonies to buy a bike. She only used 50 loonies for the bike. 
How much money does she have left? 
 
 
 
3. Josh, Jim, and Jerry decided to put their money together to buy supplies 
for a picnic. Josh had 2 toonies and 1 loonie. Jerry had 1 toonie and 5 
loonies, and Jerry contributed 4 toonies. How much money did the boys 
have to spend on the picnic? 
 
 
 
4. The boys bought hot dogs and buns for 3 toonies, chips for 1 loonie, and 
soda for 2 loonies. How much money did they have left after they made 
these purchases? 
 
 
 
5. If Robin earned 3 toonies per hour, how much did she earn in an 8 hour 
day? 



 METRIC WEIGHTS 
 
 
 
Canada uses the metric system of measurement. The metric system is based 
on the number 10. The book Loonies and Toonies gives you additional 
information about the metric system and its origin. 
 
Grams and kilograms are measurements of weight. 
1 gram weighs about 1/28 of an ounce. 
1 kilogram weighs 2.2 pounds. 
 
Would you use grams or kilograms to measure each of the following items? 
 
1. feather                           ________________                          
 
2. automobile                    _________________ 
 
3. a piece of ribbon            _________________ 
 
4. skateboard                      _________________ 
 
5. a child                            _________________ 
 
6. a penny                           _________________ 
 
7. sunglasses                        _________________ 
 
8. school bus                       __________________ 
                                                
9. tissue                               ___________________ 
 
10. piece of notebook paper   _________________ 



 CELSIUS TEMPERATURES 
 
 
In the United States temperature is measured on the Fahrenheit scale. Water 
boils at 210 degrees Fahrenheit and freezes at 32 degrees Fahrenheit. 
In Canada the Celsius scale is used. Water boils at 100 degrees centigrade 
and freezes at 0 degrees. 
Which scale is easier to use? You be the judge. 
 
 
Use the Celsius scale to answer the following questions. 
 
1. Is it a hot or cold day when the temperature is 15 degrees C ? 
 
2. Is it a hot or cold day when the temperature is 60 degrees C ? 
 
3. At what temperature does water freeze? 
 
4. Is it ever 100 degrees C in Canada? 
 
5. Could you go outside without shoes at 15 degrees C ? 
 
6. Would you wear a winter coat if it were 10 degrees C ? 
 
7. Could you go to the beach if it were 30 degrees C ? 
 
8. Could you snowboard if it were 40 degrees C? 
 
9. At what temperature does water boil? 
 
10. Is it easier to use the Celsius or the Fahrenheit scale? 



Mapping Canada 
 
 
 
The book Loonies and Toonies  is a fun, fact-filled way to learn about 
Canada. The book should help you to complete the map below. 
 
1. Label the provinces and territories. 
2. Label the oceans. 
3. Draw and label the states that border Canada. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

TIME ZONE MATH 
 
 
Canada is such a large country that it has 6 different time zones. Learn how 
this country is divided by time zones in Loonies and Toonies. 
 
 
Answer these time zone questions. 
 
1. If it is 7:00 p.m. in Alberta, what time is it in Quebec? 
 
 
2. It is 3:30 a.m. in Newfoundland; what is the time in the Yukon? 
 
 
3. Jean left Ontario at 4:00 p.m. and flew to Alberta. The flight took 2 hours. 
At what time did she arrive in Alberta? 
 
 
4. In what time zones is Nunavut? 
 
5. Gary left Vancouver at 12:00 noon. It took him 5 hours to fly to Montreal. 
At what time did he arrive in Montreal? 
 
 
6. Hanna’s family arrived at Grandma’s house in Newfoundland at 9:30 a.m. 
and immediately left for Labrador.  It took them 2 hours to reach Labrador. 
At what time did they arrive? 
 
 
7. If you left Montreal at 6:00 a.m. and flew to Vancouver it would take 12 
hours for the trip there and back.  At what time would you arrive back in 
Montreal? 



 
 
 
 
 
All of the answers you will need for these questions about Canada can be 
found in Loonies and Toonies. 
 
True or False 
 
1. _____  The polar bear is the largest carnivore on Earth. 
 
2. _____ There are eleven members of the Supreme Court. 
 
3. _____ There are 5 time zones in Canada. 
 
4. _____ A loonie is worth more than a toonie. 
 
5. _____ Canada uses the metric system of measurement. 
 
6. _____ John A. Mac Donald was Canada’s first prime minister. 
 
7. _____ Most Canadians consider French their native tongue. 
 
8. _____ Russia is larger in size than Canada. 
 
9. _____ Canada was once a British Colony. 
 
10. ____ Paul Henderson is a famous hockey player. 
 
 
Write 3 true statements about Canada. 
 
1. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ___________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ___________________________________________________________ 



WE LIKE GROUPS OF  
 

 
 
Three is an important number in the geography of Canada. You will discover 
what makes it special as you read Loonies and Toonies. 
 
Put each province in the correct group 
 

 
 

    Nunavut                           Alberta                    Manitoba 
                     
                        New Brunswick             Yukon                     Nova Scotia 
 
Northwest Territories                           Prince Edward Island 
                                           
                                           Saskatchewan 

Territories                     Maritime Provinces                  Prairie Provinces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is 3 a lucky number for you? Explain ______________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

WHO’S WHO IN CANADIAN HISTORY? 
 
Many people have contributed to Canada’s rich history. Discover some of 
these people and their accomplishments in Loonies and Toonies. 
 
1. Famous strong man _________________________________________ 
 
2. Created time zones __________________________________________ 
 
3. First prime minister _________________________________________ 
 
4. Ran to raise money for cancer cures ____________________________ 
 
5. Famous cowboy ___________________________________________ 
 
6. Wrote “In Flanders Field” ___________________________________ 
 
7. Went over Niagara Falls in a barrel ____________________________ 
 
8. Author of Loonies and Toonies ______________________________ 
 
9. Hockey player extraordinaire ________________________________ 
 
10. Author of Anne of Green Gables __________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Sir Sanford Fleming                John Ware                   Louis Cyr 
 
Terry Fox                 Annie Taylor             Mike Ulmer           John Mc Crae 
 
Lucy Maud Montgomery        Paul Henderson         John A. Mac Donald 
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 

Do you think there were dinosaurs in Canada? If you read Loonies and 
Toonies you will discover there were many dinosaur fossils found in large 
beds in Canada. 
 
Write a story about the day you found a dinosaur skeleton of a type that had 
NEVER BEEN SEEN BEFORE. Describe and name your new find. Draw a 
picture of it on the back of the page. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



                                                    
 

SAILING, HIKING, OR BIKING 
SURVEY AND GRAPH 

 
Life in Canada gives people many opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors. 
Discover some of the ways people enjoy Canada in Loonies and Toonies. 
 
Survey your class and a younger class to find which outdoor activity they 
prefer. 
 
Sailing                                         Hiking                             Biking 
 
 
 
 
Use the data you collected to make 2 graphs, one for each class, showing the 
results of your survey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What conclusion can you draw from your graphs? _____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 



 
 

OVER NIAGARA FALLS IN A BARREL 
 
Niagara Falls is a wonderful and awesome sight to visit. But they do serve 
an important purpose to both Canada and the United States. Learn why these falls are so 
important in Loonies and Toonies. 
 
Strange things also happen at the falls. Pretend you were a newspaper reporter who 
witnessed the first woman to successfully go over the falls in a barrel. 
Use this graphic organizer to help you write your article. 
 
Who ___________________________________________________________________ 
What __________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
When __________________________________________________________________ 
Why ___________________________________________________________________ 
How ___________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Give your article an eye-catching title that will make people want to read it! 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



Opinion Piece 
 
 
In Loonies and Toonies you will learn that both French and English are 
official languages of Canada. 
 
Do you think a country should have only one official language? 
 
Write an opinion piece answering this question and following these 
guidelines. 
 
1. State your opinion in a complete sentence. 
2. Write at LEAST 3 complete sentences giving facts that support your 
opinion. 
3. Restate your opinion using different words than in your first sentence. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Rock Candy Recipe 
 
 
Canada has mountains and water in abundance. Perhaps when you are rock 
hunting you may find some examples of crystals in the rocks. 
Enjoy making these edible rock candy crystals. 
 
 
Ingredients 
4 cups of sugar 
water 
string  
pencil 
clean heavy plastic glass 
spoon 
measuring cup 
saucepan 
 
Directions 
1. Pour 1 cup of water in the saucepan. 
2. Add 2 cups of sugar. Stir over low heat until sugar dissolves. 
3. Add remaining 2 cups of sugar while continuing to heat. Stir until all the 
sugar has dissolved. 
4. Carefully pour the sugar water into the glass. 
5. Tie a piece of clean heavy string onto the center of the pencil. The string 
should be long enough to just about touch the bottom of the glass. 
6. Observe the string as the water evaporates. This will take several days. 
7. ENJOY tasting your rock candy. 
 
 
What did you observe as the water evaporated? ___________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 



Loonies and Toonies 
Answer Sheet 

 
 
 
Loonie,Toonie math- 1) $ 8   2) $ 30   3) $ 20   4)  $ 11   5) 24 toonies or $ 48 
 
 
Metric weights- 1) g   2) k   3) g   4) k   5) k   6) g   7) g   8) k   9) g   10) g 
 
 
Celsius temperature-  1) cold   2) hot   3) 0 degree C   4) no   5) no   6) yes 
 
7) yes   8) no   9) 100 degrees C   10) Celsius 
 
Mapping Canada- Provinces- Newfoundland, Labrador, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Nunavut, Saskatchewan, Alberta, Northwest Territory, 
British Columbia, Yukon 
Water- Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean 
States- Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan, New 
York, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine 
 
 
Time Zone- 1) 9 p.m.   2) 11 a.m.   3) 4 p.m.   4) Central and Mountain   5) 8 p.m. 
6) 11 a.m.   7) 6 p.m. 
 
 
Is It True- 1) T   2) F   3) F   4) F   5) T   6) T   7) F   8) T   9) T   10) T 
 
 
We Like Groups of 3-  Territories- Northwest, Nunavut, Yukon 
Maritime- New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island 
Prairie- Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
 
 
Who’s Who in Canadian History- 1) Louis Cyr   2) Sir Sanford Fleming   3) John A. 
Mac Donald   4) Terry Fox   5) John Ware   6) John Mc Crae   7) Annie Taylor   8) Mike 
Ulmer   9) Paul Henderson   10) Lucy Maud Montgomery 
 


