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Mmmm DELICIOUS APPLES! 
 
Imagine biting into a nice big juicy Hawkeye apple. What, you’ve never 
heard of a Hawkeye apple? Discover how the Hawkeye became the Red 
Delicious in the book Numbers in a Row. 
 
Put these varieties of apples in alphabetical order. 
 

 

Pippin                          Gala                   Fuji                       MacIntosh 
           
            Delicious                        Red Delicious                    Pink Lady 
 
Jonathon                     Snow                           Granny Smith 

 
1. ________________________________________ 
 
2. ________________________________________ 
 
3. ________________________________________ 
 
4. ________________________________________ 
 
5. ________________________________________ 
 
6. ________________________________________ 
 
7. _________________________________________ 
 
8. _________________________________________ 

 
9. _________________________________________ 
 
10. ________________________________________ 



 Happy Hog Math 

 
 
Hogs are very important to the economy of Iowa. The farmers treat their 
hogs very well. Discover what the farmers do to pamper their hogs in 
Numbers in a Row. 
 
Solve these problems 
 
1. Farmer Moore had 250 hogs on her farm. One spring 40 of her sows gave 
birth to a total of 297 piglets. How many total hogs are now on the farm? 
________ 
 
 
2. One day 16 hogs escaped through a hole in the fence. How many hogs are 
now on the farm? _______________________ 
 
 
 
3. One week 1/3 of the hogs were taken to market. How many hogs went to 
market? ________________   How many are left on the farm? ___________ 
 
 
4. Ginny bought 5 dozen piglets to raise. How many piglets did she buy? 
______ 
 
 
 
5. Grandpa’s eight sows each gave birth to 9 piglets. What was the total 
number of piglets born on Grandpa’s farm? __________________ 



 
 

 
 
 

Throughout the book Numbers in a Row you will learn about several famous 
people and their connections to Iowa. 
 
Write 2 complete sentences explaining why each of the following people are 
famous. 
 
George Nissen ________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Meredith Wilson _______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Jesse Hiatt ____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Christian Nelson _______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Frank “Felix” Adler _____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Fred H. Wells _________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you enjoy running? Have you ever been in a race? What’s the longest 
running race you’ve ever completed? In Iowa there are several marathons 
yearly. A marathon is 26.2 miles. The book Numbers in a Row describes one 
of the marathons in Iowa. 
 
Remember a marathon is 26.2 miles as you solve the problems below. 
 
1. In one marathon there were 300 runners that completed the race. How 
many total miles were run? 
 
 
 
2. A spring race found 478 starters and only 291 that finished the race. How 
many runners did not complete the race? 
 
 
3. There were 627 racers and 1/3 were women. How many women raced? 
 
 
4. A special children’s race was a ½ marathon. How far did the children 
race? 
 
 
5. The cross-country team runs 5 miles each day. How many days will it 
take them to run 26 miles? 
 
 
 



Time, time, beautiful time 
 
The Bily brothers carved many clocks when they 
weren’t busy being farmers and carpenters. Read about 
the offer Henry Ford made them in Numbers in a Row. 
 
Solve the time problems below: 
 
1. School starts at 8:30 a.m. It takes Adam 15 minutes 
to walk to school. If he wants to arrive at school 10 
minutes early, what time does he need to leave his 
house? 
 
 
2. Cyndy’s class went on a field trip to the clock museum. The bus left at 
9:15 a.m. and returned at 2: 45 p.m. How long was the trip? 
 
 
3. At Ahmed’s school they have a morning recess from 10:15 until 10:30, a 
lunch recess from 12:15 until 12:40, and an afternoon recess from 2:10 until 
2:30. How minutes a day are spent at recess? 
 
 
4. Maria had 20 minutes of math homework, 15 minutes of reading 
homework, and 35 minutes of social studies homework. If she starts her 
homework at 7:00 p.m., will she be finished before her favorite television 
show starts at 8:00 p.m.? 
 
 
5. Timothy’s bus picks him up at 8:00 and he arrives at school 45 minutes 
later. If Timothy’s mother drives him to school it only takes 18 minutes. 
How much time is saved if Timothy is driven to school? 



 
 

Crosswords on Hawkeye State  
 
All of the answers you will need to complete this crossword can be found in  
Numbers in a Row. 
 
 
I ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
O ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
W ___ ___ ___ ____ ___ 
A ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
N ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
U ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
M ___ ___ ___ ___ 
B ___ ___ ___ ___ 
E ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
R ___ ___ ___ 
S ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
 
1. wind farming is a growing ____________________________ 
2. _______________ Island pigs 
3. Paddlefish are known as “ freshwater ______________” 
4. soybeans contain nine essential ____________ acids 
5. invented the trampoline __________________ 
6. two water towers in Stanton are _________________ 
7. the grasshopper ________________ can be found in the Loess Hills 
8. Glen Miller was a big- _____________ leader 
9. _____________ pie ice cream 
10. a sprint car is a type of _____________ car 
11. the most crooked street in the world is __________ Alley 



 

What is your palace 
made of? 

 
You may have heard of the Iowa 
Cornhuskers, but have you ever heard of the 

Iowa corn palaces? Look at the pictures of these fabulous buildings in 
Numbers in a Row. Pretty impressive aren’t they? 
 
Design your own corn palace. It can be either a three-dimensional model or 
just a drawn palace on paper. 
 
1. On the bottom of this page make your sketch for your palace. 
 
2. Either construct the palace out of boxes and cardboard or draw it on a 
large piece of poster board. 
 
3. Use dried corn, beans, seeds, and other natural materials to make patterns 
on the outside of your palace. You need to plan your patterns before you 
glue the seeds on. 
 
4. Be creative. 
 
5. Write a story about your palace. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever lost the electricity in your home or school? Sometimes we 
take electricity for granted. As we use more and more of our fossil fuels 
we need to find new ways to generate electricity. Learn about wind farms 
that are being used to generate electricity in Numbers in a Row. 
 
Brainstorm a list of all the things you can think of that use electricity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choose the one item from your list that you couldn’t live without and 
explain why it is so important to you. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 
 

My Hot Air Balloon Adventure 
 

Learn about the National Balloon Classic held in Iowa each year in the book 
Numbers in a Row. It certainly sounds like an exciting time! 
 
Pretend you were a crew member during the race. Write a story about your 
exciting adventure! 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
On the back of this page draw a picture of yourself in a hot air balloon. 



 
 

 
 
Iowa is the home of the “Ice Cream Capital of the World” and 
Eskimo pies were invented in Iowa. Iowans must really love ice 
cream! Learn more about Iowa in Numbers in a Row. 
 
It’s your turn to invent a new frozen treat. 
 
 
Name your new creation 
_______________________________________ 
 
Describe your new creation 
_______________________________________ 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
___________________________________ 
 
Draw a picture of your creation on the back of this page. 



 
 

Numbers in a Row is a wonderful book about people, 
places, and things in the state of Iowa. Read the 
history of the Bily clocks and the agreement made 
with the city of Spillville. 
 
If the city of Spillville really needed money to keep 
the schools running, should they sell the Bily clocks? 
 
State your opinion in a complete sentence. 
Write at least 3 statements of fact that support your opinion. 
Restate your opinion using different words than in your first sentence. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 



 

Rappin’ About Iowa 
 
Iowa has produced some very famous musical talents, including 
band leaders, singers, and songwriters. Read about three of these 
people in Numbers in a Row. 
 
Use the information you have learned about Iowa to write a rap 
or a song encouraging people to visit. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Practice your rap or song and then perform it for your class or 
another class. Have fun and be creative. 



 

Clown Face Symmetry 
 
 
The Ringling Brothers once lived in Iowa for 12 years. They used goats and dogs to 
perform at home when they were children. From this backyard fun came the world- 
famous Ringling Brothers Circus. Read Numbers in a Row to learn more about the circus 
and clowns. 
 
A clown’s face is usually symmetrical. One side looks EXACTLY like the other side. 
 
Draw a light pencil line from top to bottom down the middle of this clown face. 
Use a ruler to help you make sure the features on each side of the face are exactly the size 
and distance from the center. 
Color your clown’s face, and add any extras, such as a hat, flower, or ruffle. 
 
 

 

 
 
 



Numbers in a Row 
Answer Sheet 

 
 
 
Delicious Apples- 1) Delicious  2) Fuji   3) Gala   4) Granny Smith    
5) Jonathon   6) MacIntosh   7) Pink Lady   8) Pippin   9) Red Delicious 
10) Snow 
 
 
Happy Hog Math- 1) 547   2) 531   3) 171; 360   4) 60   5) 72 
 
 
We’re Famous in Iowa- 
George Nissen- invented the trampoline 
Meredith Wilson- composer, created “The Music Man” 
Jesse Hiatt- cultivated Hawkeye apple 
Christian Nelson- invented Eskimo pies 
Frank “Felix” Adler- King of the Clowns 
Fred H. Wells- founded Wells Dairy 
 
 
Marathon Math- 1) 7,860   2) 187   3) 209   4) 13.1 miles   5) 5 1/5 days 
 
 
Bily Clocks Tell Time- 1) 8:05 am   2) 5 ½ hours   3) 60 min.   4) No    
5) 27 min. 
 
 
Iowa Crossword- 1) industry   2) Ossabaw   3) whales   4) amino 
5) Nissen   6) unique   7) mouse   8) band   9) Eskimo   10) race 
11) Snake 
 
 
 


