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BEFORE READING THE STORY, enlarge and copy the tree pattern on

the next page. Put one vocabulary word on each tree. Have a forest of

word trees around the room or on the bulletin board.

branches
drew
perched
safety
offering
celebrate
searched
dangling
wonderous

VOCABULARY WORDS

special
captured
shelter
complaining
gathered
rejoiced
excited
dear

glimmered
stirred
dismay
brighten
family
measure
present
strung

wonderful
decorate
crisp
traditions
treasure
choice
wandering
through






CREATIVE WRITING

Tell how your family gets their Christmas tree.
What are your family traditions at Christmas?

Make a list of the ways the tree in A Wish To Be A Christmas
Tree was a friend.

List all the ways your family, pets, books, school, friends, etc.
are special to you.

Would you rather be a Christmas tree or a tree in the woods?
Explain why.

Do you have a special ornament? Describe it and tell why it is
special to you.

Pretend you're a tree on a Chrismas tree farm and how a family
picks you. Describe how you feel.

RESEARCH

Pick a bird to research and learn about.

Make a list of all the products made from trees.
Research the Christmas free industry.

Pick a woodland mammal to do a report on.

Learn about animals in the winter. How do they survive? What
do they eat?

Develop a list of all the kinds of trees in your state.

Make a list of foods that come from trees.



THE TREE - MAPPING
Writing, Language Arts, Science

All trees are very important. They provide shade from the sun and shel-
ter from the winter winds. The roots of trees hold soil in place. A free
provides homes and food for many animals.

In noisy cities, trees help quiet loud traffic noises. Trees produce oxygen
and absorb carbon dioxide, helping o maintain our air quality. Many of the
products we use every day are made from trees.

Last but not least, trees add beauty to our environment. There are many
reasons why we need trees.

Write 5 facts about the topic and add details.

TREES




CREATIVE WRITING - ORGANIZING
Mystery Creature - WHO AM I?

Decide on an animal, then write clues.
I live in trees
I have a bushy tail
I build nests out of leaves
I eat nuts.
WHO AM I?

Each student could do two on a page. Put the pages together with a cover
for a WHO AM I? book.

WHO AM TI?

POST-IT NOTE
with answer
underneath

ACROSTIC POEM
Children could write a poem about an animal or a type of tree or bird.

Top is a shell
FUn to watch
Some are Rare
The bottom is a shell

Mother Lays eggs in the dirt
ReptilE leAves that turn color.

SyruP is sweet
Beautiful in the FaLl
SeEds fly down
Many kind$ of Maples

Michigan has many



STORY QUESTIONS
BLOOM'S LEVEL OF LEARNING

Knowledge

1. Describe what a tree farm looks like.

2. Name all the creatures the tree helped.

3. What did the Tall Pine do after he said, "I'm too big and too
tall?

4.  Recall the order the animals and birds came to the tree.

Comprehension

1.  Why was Tall Tree so important to the animals?

2. Why did the trees rejoice as Christmas neared?

3.  Explain why Tall Tree is so much larger than all the other
trees.

Application

1. Schedule a naturalist to come in and talk about trees.

2.  How could we help birds, trees, and animals in the winter?
3. What are the other reasons trees are important?

F

Analysis
1. Apply your knowledge of trees with a short presentation.
2.  Why did the animals want to help the tree?

3. Why are tree farms important?

4.  What kind of personality does the Tall Tree have?

Synthesis
What could they do with all the trees that never got picked?

1.

2. Compose a poem about a tree.

3. What would have happened if Tall Tree hadn't been so kind to
the animals?

Evaluation

1.  What was magical about the story?
2. What was the best part? Tell why.
3
4

Have you ever felt like you didn't fit in?
How do trees affect our lives?



ICICLE or TREE DECORATION
Science - Properties, Physical Change, Solutions

Crystals are made of millions of atoms that fit together in a particular
pattern. Each kind of crystal is made of atoms arranged in its own pat-
tern. Snowflakes are made of ice crystals. There are salt crystals, dia-
mond crystals, sugar crystals and many other kinds of crystals.

THINGS YOU'LL NEED

You'll need pipe cleaners (white for icicles and green for the trees), one
plastic cup per child, a wooden spoon, saucepan, hot plate, 3 cups of water
and 4 cups of Epson salts. (sugar, salt, washing soda, sodium bicarbonate,
borax, boric acid and alum all make good crystals)

1. Each child forms their tree out of 1 pipe

cleaner (don't make it too large or
you'll need more solution and a Y/
larger container).

2. Anadult heats the water until almost
boiling.

3. Slowly stir in salts - 1 tablespoon at a \
time, stirring with the wooden spoon.
Let the children observe as you stir in
the salts.

4. Let the supersaturated solution cool. A
solution is supersaturated when no LT
more salts will dissolve. It will already

ACTUAL
SIZE

4

be fairly cool by the time
Pencil you dissolve all the salts.

5. Pour the cooled Epson
salts solution into the cups.
- ~ | Food coloring can be added ei-
ther in the cups or in the sauce-
pan. Make sure the solution
covers the tree.

6. After several hours

check the tree or icicle - pulling
\/) \_,,) them out gently. When com-

Tree Icicle plete, hang to dry or lay on a
paper towel.




Talk about the properties of trees and crystals. Students can use a hand
lens to study their crystals. Discuss how a physical change has occured.
Even though the Epson salts look different, they are still Epson salts.
Discuss other examples of physical change:

a. water toice

b. piece of wood cut info shavings
Let the children study other crystals under the microscope and sketch
the different ones: sugar, salt, snowflakes, some sand.

If it's snowing on your crystal observation day, give each child a piece of
black paper to catch flakes on and a hand lens to study them with. Then
head outside for some fun science!



COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES
Science, Physical Education

RELAY
The Tall Tree had many animal and bird friends. Students would
enjoy a woodland animal relay.

Establish a starting line and a finish line. Divide the class into groups of
four. Each group sits single file behind the line. The students will imitate
the movements of animals in the relay. You could start with a rabbit or a
squirrel. Have only one child demonstrate the movement.

Begin the relay, each child first in line moves like the chosen animal to
the finishing line and back to the starting line. When they get back to the
end of the line they go to the back of the line.

After each group has completed the relay, you may pick a new animal
movement for the groups. You could do relays for jungle animals, desert,
farm, pond, etc.

NATURE WALK
Take the students on an observation walk around the school yard,
observing the largest of all plants - trees. Most trees belong to one of
two main groups: broad-leaf and needle-leaf. Discuss the differences with
the students.
1.  Let the students decide which category each tree you see falls
into.
2. Does the tree have needles, leaves, or is it bare?
3.  Collect some needles and leaves from the ground. Do they all
look alike?
Is there any fruit on the trees such as berries or pine cones?
What evidence of birds, insects, or animals can you find? (old
nests, feathers, holes in the trees, stripped bark, prints in the
show, etc.)
What is the shape of the tree?
Which tree would be a good home for an animal?
Observe the texture of the bark. Rough, smooth, patterned?

o

®NOo



FEED THE WILDLIFE PARTY

Students can help care for the birds and animals just as Tall Tree did, by
hanging food decorations on a tree in the school yard (fry to find one
away from other students). Students would work in small, cooperative
groups at 6 centers in the classroom.

Center 1 - Beads

Have a bowl of dried cherries, Cheerios and raisins. Use a 12" piece of
string and blunt needles. Students string the cherries, Cheerios and rai-
sins in a pattern they think up. Example: 2 dried cherries, 4 Cheerios, 2
raisins. Repeat the pattern again and again.

Center 2 - Bread shapes

Cut out shapes from bread using cookie cutters and

different kinds of bread (white, whole wheat, raisin,

etc.). Use a toothpick for the hole, and a 12" piece of
yarn for hanging the treat.

Center 3 - Peanut ornaments

Make a peanut ornament using peanuts

in a shell, fine line markers and yarn.

The students can decorate the peanut

by drawing geomeftric shapes, stripes, designs, patterns
etc. in various colors. Tie a 12" piece of yarn around the
middle of the peanut for hanging.

Center 4 - Peanut butter & seed cones

Mix a little honey with the peanut butter to make it easier
to spread. The students can use a plastic knife and spread
about a teaspoon of peanut butter on the pine cone, then roll it in bird-
seed. Tie a 16" piece of yarn around the bottom of the pine cone and place
on paper until ready to hang.




Center 5 - Mini pretzel chain

To make your pretzel chain, use mini pretzels and a 20" piece of colored
yarn. Tie off the first pretzel at the end to act as a knot. A little masking
tape on the end of the yarn will help make it easier to thread the rest of

the pretzels. .
AL
VAN

Center 6 - Cranberry-"“cicles”

Each student needs a 12’ piece of thread and a blunt needle.
String the berries about 8" along the thread. Leave about 4"
to hang it on the tree. Hang them like icicles would hang from
a free.

After all the tree decorations treats are made, take the class
out to decorate their special tree. When the tree is finished,
end the party with a cup of hot chocolate made from cocoa,
which is a tree product.

FOOD FROM TREES

Apples Peaches Pears

Plums Nectarines Oranges
Apricots Lemons Limes
Grapefruit Root Beer Maple Syrup
Figs Avocadoes Prunes
Allspice Nutmeg Cloves
Cinnamon Coconut Pecan
Cashews Walnuts Brazil Nuts
Almonds Chestnuts Pistachios
Cocoa bean Cola

NOTE: Nuts should NOT be served to children, because of possible aller-
gic reactions.



COMPARING AND CONTRASTING

Do a Venn Diagram comparing the life of a cut Christmas tree with the
life of a pine tree in the woods.

CHRISTMAS
TREE

Write two sentences telling how a pine tree in the woods and a Christmas
tree are alike, and how they are different.




FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS

Help the animals decorate
Tall Tree.

1. Draw six red feathers.

2. Place a yellow star on top
of Tall Tree.

3. Hang three strands of
orange beads, strung from
left to right.

4. Along the bottom
branches, draw four stars
and color them silver.

5. Draw four snowflakes.

6. Draw two cardinals.

7. Draw a quarter-moon and
three stars near the top of

the tree, but not on the tree.

8. Hang five blue icicles.




HEALTH - SELF ESTEEM
Creative Writing

Tall Tree was kind many times. Tell the ways you are kind.

1. T am kind because:

2. I am kind because:

3. T am kind because:

4. T am kind because:

5. I am kind because:

6. I am kind because:

7. I am kind because:

8. I am kind because:

9. I am kind because:




SYMMETRICAL TREES
Visual Pattern Completion - Math

Can you complete the other side of these drawings to make them

symmetrical?




Language Arts Benchmark

Read with developing fluency in a variety of texts, such as short stories,
novels, poetry, plays, textbooks, manuals, and periodicals.

A WISH TO BE A CHRISTMAS TREE
A Play, or Reader’s Theatre

Characters
Father Squirrel Chickadee
Little Boy Deer Pheasant
Little Girl Scotch Pine Cardinal
Blue Jay Fir Tree Bunny
Tall Pine Mouse

To include more children, you could have pairs of each animal saying the
lines together.

Scene: Christmas tree farm. Father and two children walk on stage with
the three trees standing there. The background is more Christmas trees.

Little Girl: Look at all the trees!
Father: Which tree would you like?
All trees: Oh, please pick me!

Scotch Pine:  Take me to your homel
Fir Tree: Dress me with bulbs and lights!

Scotch & Pine: Pick me! Pick mel!
(they both wave their branches/arms up and down,

then drop their arms, lower their heads and step
back).

Little Boy: Let's look over here.
(Father and children walk off stage)



Tall Tree:

Squirrel:

Cardinal:

Deer:

Tall Tree:

Tall Tree:

Squirrel:

T've seen my sisters and brothers, daughters and
sons, grandkids and great grandkids picked one by
one. I'll never be taken home, I'm too big and too tall.
(He drops his head and sobs)

(Squirrel enters and sees the tree crying [softly])

Take heart my friend and don't you fear, to many of
us you are so dear. Your branches keep us safe and
warm, you are our shelter from the storm.

(Cardinal comes flying onstage)
You are my safety from the winds
(Deer walks on stage)

Cheer up big friend, because I need you. Your needles
give me a nice soft bed, a place to lie down and rest
my head.

(Deer lies down by the tree on some pieces of brown
paper [needles])

These things you say to me are kind, but nothing can
really change my mind. All my life I've wanted to be
someone’s beautiful Christmas tree.

(Tree draws in his branches/arms and closes his
eyes)

(sighs) Someday I might be more than just a great
big tree (sighs again).

You will be our Christmas tree, let us decorate you
for all to see. (To the other woodland animals:) Come
gather around! We need to act without delay, fo end
our great big friend's dismay.

(Deer gets up and various animals come on the stage
and join in.)



Deer:

Cardinal:

Bunny:

Mouse:

Tall Tree:

He is our friend, this wonderful tree, and do you
know where we would be without the special things
he gives? I don't know how we all would live!

Without complaining he's given these things. Yet
never knowing the joy he brings.

Offering friendship from the very start, never once
revealing the dream in his heart.

Everyone should bring a treasure so our giant friend
can measure the love for him that our hearts hold,
the feelings that we've never told.

(Each animal hangs different things on the tree,
more animals can join in and add their decorations
to the tree.)

Squirrel -- icicles

Deer -- oak leaves
Cardinal -- berries
Bunny -- acorns

Mouse -- pine cones
Pheasant -- holly leaves
Blue jay -- feathers
Crow -- star

(While they decorate, Tall Tree has his head and
branches/arms down -- he's sleeping.)

(Birds begin to chirp and sing -- Tall Tree suddenly
lifts his head and opens his eyes -- surprised!)

(Tall Tree admires his decorations)

(excited)You have made me beautiful for all to see
and now I am a Christmas Treel

(all animals surround Tall Tree)



Blue Jay: You are more than just a Christmas Tree. Why can't
you see?

Pheasant: You are special to us every day of the year. We would
be sad if you weren't always near.

Chickadee: We're glad you stayed with us all these years, but
we're sorry that it caused you tears.

Mouse: We should have told you the many ways you are
special to us and brighten our days!

Squirrel: Through winter and spring, summer and fall, you
are always here to help us all.

Tall Tree: Now I see! It isn't as important to be a Christmas
tree, but to always be the best friend I can be.

Squirrel: Every year to celebrate we will come together on

this date, to decorate from end to end the special tree
that is our friend.

THE END



