


 
 

The Invaders 
 
England was invaded by several different groups over the centuries. 
Discover the names of these groups and learn about their invasions in B is 
for Big Ben. 
 
Use the word box to name the group responsible for each invasion below. 
 
 
 
 
 

Anglo-Saxons                   Celts                      Romans 

 
1. _______________ invaded in AD 477. 
 
2. _______________ skilled at making weapons. 
 
3. _______________ extremely warlike. 
 
4. _______________ Julius Caesar lands in Briton in 55 BC. 
 
5. _______________ built wooden houses and farms. 
 
6. _______________ built public baths and sewer systems. 
 
7. _______________ had powerful Druid priests. 
 
8. _______________ introduced written Latin language. 
 
9. _______________ the word England comes from this group. 
 
10. ______________ brought Christianity to England. 



                                  How Many Years? 
                                    Math 
 
Read about and enjoy England and its history in B is for Big Ben. 
There are many dates throughout this book, but how many years ago did 
these events take place? Let’s figure it out. 
 
1. The year is 2008. Westminster Abbey was built in 1245. How old is 
Westminster Abbey? ________________ 
 
 
 
 
2. Hadrian’s Wall was built in 122. How old is the part of the wall that is 
left? 
________________________ 
 
 
 
 
3. The first steam-driven train was built in 1825. How many years ago was it 
built? _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
4. Queen Victoria became queen when she was 18 years old. She was queen 
for 64 years. How old was she when her reign ended? ________________ 
 
 
 
 
5. The Battle of Trafalgar took place in 1805. How many years ago did it 
take place? ____________________ 



 
 

Crossword for England 
 
 
Each of the answers needed to complete this crossword can be found in B is 
for Big Ben. 
 
1. E ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ 
2. N ___  ___ ___ ___ 
3. G ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 
4. L ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 
5. A ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 
6. N ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 
7. D ___  ___  ___  ___ 
 
 
 
 
1. Current Queen of England: __________________________ 
2. The ______________ Sea flows between England and northern 
Europe. 
3. King who lost the American colonies: __________________ 
4. Capital of England: _______________________ 
5. Official Church of England is the ________________ Church. 
6. Guy Fawkes Day is celebrated in the month of ________________. 
7. Explorer Francis _____________________ 



COMPARING GOVERNMENTS  
 
 
 
The United States is a democracy while England is a constitutional 
monarchy. What’s the difference? Find the answer in B is for Big Ben. 
 
Fill in the chart. 
 
United States                                                          England 
 
Head of Government                                         Head of State 
 
 
                                                                          Working Head of Government 
 
 
Chambers                                                           Chambers 
1.                                                                        1. 
                                                                      
2.                                                                        2.                                                    
                                                                         
                                                                            
 
 
Answer these questions about England. 
 
1. What does the word parliament mean? ____________________________ 
 
2. Which house has elected members? ______________________________ 
 
3. What is Big Ben? ____________________________________________ 
 
4. Who signs bills into laws? ______________________________________ 



 
 
 

 
 
England has been the home of many wonderful authors throughout history. 
Discover some of these famous writers in B is for Big Ben. 
 
Use the author box to help you match each author with their book. 
 
 
 
 
 

Beatrix Potter         Jane Austen     Charles Kingsley 
 
                    William Wordsworth           Charles Dickens 

 
 
1. ______________________ wrote about the working-class poor. 
 
2. ______________________ wrote The Water Babies. 
 
3. ______________________ wrote “Peter Rabbit” stories. 
 
4. ______________________ wrote poetry. 
 
5. ______________________ wrote Pride and Prejudice. 
 
 
Name your favorite author __________________________________ 
 
Describe your favorite book by this author. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Speak Like the British 
 
As you read B is for Big Ben you will learn many wonderful things about 
England. Do we speak the same language as the British? Yes and no. Our 
language is the same but our slang can be very different. 
 
Figure out the American equivalent for these English terms. 
 
1. Bobby ______________________________________________ 
 
2. loo  _________________________________________________ 
 
3. bangers and mash ______________________________________ 
 
4. bubble and squeak ______________________________________ 
 
5. braces ________________________________________________ 
 
6. cozzy _________________________________________________ 
 
7. jumper ________________________________________________ 
 
8. nappy _________________________________________________ 
 
9. bird ___________________________________________________ 
 
10. bloke _________________________________________________ 
 
 

guy            policeman        suspenders              sausage and potatoes 
 
girl             bathroom         beans and potatoes fried              sweater 
 
diaper         bathing suit 



What Time Is It? 
Time Zone Math 

 
 
All time in the world is based on the Prime Meridian which runs through 
Greenwich, England. Why is this true? Find out in the book B is for Big Ben. 
 
The United States has six time zones; four are on the main continent. They 
go from the East Coast to the West Coast: Eastern, Central, Mountain, and 
Pacific. 
Starting in the eastern time zone and going west, each time zone is one hour 
earlier than the zone before it. Example: if it is 3 p.m. in the eastern time 
zone, it is 1 p.m. in the mountain time zone (two hours earlier). 
 
Solve these time zone problems. 
 
1. The time is 7 p.m. eastern. What is the time in the pacific time zone? 
____________________ 
 
2. If it is 3 a.m. in the mountain time zone what time is it in the central time 
zone? ____________________________________________________ 
 
3. It is 12 noon in the pacific time zone. Give the time in each of the 
following time zones: 
mountain _____________________________ 
central _______________________________ 
eastern _______________________________ 
 
4. If you are in the central time zone, which time zone is 1 hour earlier than 
you? _____________________________________ 



 
 

 
England has a long history filled with famous and infamous people from all 
walks of life. You can learn about many of these people in B is for Big Ben. 
 
Write a complete sentence explaining what makes each of these people 
famous. 
 
 
1. Winston Churchill 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Emmeline Pankhurst 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Florence Nightingale 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Isaac Newton 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Charles Darwin 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Lewis Carroll 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Margaret Thatcher  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. Robert Scott 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
9. William Shakespeare 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Queen Victoria 
________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

All About England 
 
 
There are many fascinating facts about England in B is for Big Ben. Read 
and enjoy this wonderful book. 
 
Each of the answers needed to complete these questions can be found in B is 
for Big Ben. 
 
 
1. What does it mean to export goods? ______________________________ 
 
2. What is Big Ben? _____________________________________________ 
 
3. Who is the author of B is for Big Ben?____________________________ 
 
4. Which queen had a reign of 64 years? ____________________________ 
 
5. Name the countries in the United Kingdom ________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
6. What do Londoners call their underground railroad? _________________ 
 
7. Who declared himself Emperor of France in 1804? __________________ 
 
8. Name the oldest university in England. ___________________________ 
 
9. Who tried to blow up King James I in 1603? __________________ 
 
10. Who lives in Buckingham Palace? ______________________________ 



 
 

Lewis Carroll Loves Alice 
 
Lewis Carroll was a professor at Oxford when he wrote the Alice in 
Wonderland stories. The stories were written for his daughter, Alice. 
In the story Alice went down the rabbit hole and found a whole new crazy 
world. 
 
Pretend that you followed a rabbit down its hole to a strange new land. 
Describe the land and the adventure you had there. Be creative. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



  DESIGN A CROWN 
 
 
England’s Crown Jewels are magnificent. It’s exciting to see all of these 
beautiful jewels mounted in crowns and on swords and chalices. Find out 
where the jewels are safely kept in B is for Big Ben. 
 
Design a crown or sword with jewels that stand for you and what you like. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain how your drawing relates to you. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

Survey and Graph 
 
 
England has a wonderful climate for hiking, biking, and boating. The British 
love to be outdoors and active. The book B is for Big Ben is full of facts 
about the country of England and its people. 
 
Survey 25 adults and students to determine their favorite outdoor activity. 
 
Hiking                         Biking                   Boating               Other 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use the data you collected to make a bar graph showing the results. 



 
 

Invent a Sandwich 
 
 
The industrial evolution turned England from an agricultural society to an 
industrial society. Discover many of England’s inventors and their 
inventions that changed the world in B is for Big Ben. 
 
For fun let’s look at the Earl of Sandwich and his invention. The Earl put 
meat between two pieces of bread so he didn’t have to stop what he was 
doing for lunch. Thus, he created the sandwich. 
 
Create your own sandwich. Write a recipe for making your sandwich. 
Give your sandwich a yummy-sounding name. 
 
  



 
 

Dear Queen Elizabeth 
 
 
England has had a king or a queen as its head for over one thousand years. 
See what you can find out about the current queen of England in B is for Big 
Ben. 
 
Pretend you have just learned that Queen Elizabeth is coming to the United 
States. She’s going to hold a contest for children to tell her what is special 
about where they live. She will visit the hometown of the winner. 
Write a letter convincing Queen Elizabeth to visit your hometown. 
 
Dear Queen Elizabeth, 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Write a Limerick 
 
 
A limerick is a funny poem composed of five lines with a rhyming pattern of 
aabba.  After reading B is for Big Ben, have fun writing two or three 
limericks about England. 
 
There once was a _____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
There once was a _______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
There once was a ______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
How far do you live from the British Isles? Where in the world are the 
British Isles? For the answer to this and many other questions about England 
enjoy the book B is for Big Ben. 
 
Study the globe or the map in the front of the book to find the location of the 
British Isles. 
 
 
Draw the British Isles. 
Label each country. 
Label the English Channel, the ocean, and the North Sea. 
 
 



 
 
 

Travel Poster 
 
 
Have you ever been to England? Do you think you might like to visit 
England? After you’ve read B is for Big Ben, design a travel poster 
encouraging families to visit England. 
 
Use this sheet to make your rough draft and draw different ideas. 
 
1. Encourage people to visit England. Don’t be wordy! 
2. Draw pictures that are big and bright. 
3. Use simple words that attract attention. 
4. Make your words large and easy to read. 
5. Have fun! 



 
 

RAINY, RAINY ENGLAND 
RAIN GAUGE 

 
 
England is lush and green because of its climate and all of the rain it 
receives. Learn why it rains so often in England in B is for Big Ben. 
 

Make a Rain Gauge 
 
Materials 
2 clear containers 
2 plastic rulers 
Clear tape, index card 
Masking tape, pen 
 
Directions 
1. Tape the ruler on the outside of the container using the clear tape. Make 
sure you line up the bottom of the ruler with the bottom of the inside of the 
container. 
2. Place the gauge in an open area. Make sure that nothing will interfere with 
your collection of rainwater. 
3. Place a second gauge under a tree. 
4. After a rain, record the amount of water found in each gauge on an index 
card. 
5. Compare the two amounts of water. 
 
What conclusion can you draw from your results? _____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 
The Ravens of the Tower of London 

 
 
The Yeoman Warders at the Tower of London have the responsibility of 
keeping the ravens that live there alive and well. In B is for Big Ben you will 
find out why these birds are so special. 
 
Write a story about the day the ravens disappeared from the Tower of 
London. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

English Bread Pudding 
 
After you have read the wonderful book B is for Big Ben enjoy making and 
eating this bread pudding. Yummy! 
 

English Bread Pudding 
 
Ingredients 
8 slices of thick white bread 
½ cup raisins 
2 large eggs 
3 tablespoons of granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups milk 
 
Directions 
1. Remove bread crusts and discard. Cut bread into 1-inch cubes. 
Place in a lightly buttered ovenproof dish. 
 
2. Lightly beat the eggs with 2 tablespoons of sugar and the milk. Pour over 
bread cubes. 
 
3. Sprinkle 1 tablespoon of sugar over the top of the bread mixture. 
 
4. Preheat oven to 350°. Bake for 30 minutes. 
 
5. Let cool and enjoy! 



 

A Tale of Robin Hood 
 
 
Robin Hood lived during the reign of King John. Who was King John’s 
famous brother? Learn the answer in B is for Big Ben. 
 
Write a story about Robin Hood as if his story was happening in modern 
times. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

 
 
Have you ever heard of William Shakespeare? He is the world’s most 
famous playwright. Read about Shakespeare in B is for Big Ben. 
 
You may have heard about Romeo and Juliet, a famous play by 
Shakespeare. But do you know what the story is about? 
 
Write the story of Romeo and Juliet, either Shakespeare’s version or your 
own version! 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

Stonehenge, What Is Its Story? 
 
 
Stonehenge has long been a site of mystery in England. Who built it, why, 
and how? There are many theories about this place. Learn some of these 
theories in B is for Big Ben. 
 
Write your theory as to why Stonehenge was built and what it stands for; 
explain how it was built wit hout modern machinery. 
 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 



BIG BEN 
ANSWER KEY 

 
 
The Invaders- 1) Anglo-Saxons   2) Celts   3) Celts   4) Romans    
5) Anglo-Saxons   6) Romans   7) Celts   8) Romans   9) Anglo-Saxons 
10) Romans              
How Many Years- 1) 763   2) 1886   3) 183   4) 82   5) 203 
 
England Crossword- 1) Elizabeth   2) North   3) George   4) London 
5) Anglican   6) November   7) Drake 
 
Compare Governments- U.S.: President, Senate, House of Representatives 
England: Monarch, Prime Minister, House of Lords, House of Commons 
1) talking place   2) Commons   3) bell   4) monarch 
 
You’ll Love Our Books-1) Charles Dickens   2) Charles Kingsley   3) 
Beatrix Potter   4) William Wordsworth   5) Jane Austen 
 
Speak Like the British- 1) policeman   2) bathroom 3) sausage and potatoes 
4) beans and potatoes fried   5) suspenders   6) bathing suit   7) sweater 
8) diaper   9) girl   10) guy 
 
Time Zones- 1) 4 p.m.   2) 4 a.m.   3) 1 p.m., 2 p.m.,  3 p.m.   4) mountain 
 
People in the Spotlight- 1) prime minister during WWII   2) fought for 
women’s equality   3) founder of modern nursing   4) discovered gravity 
5) theory of evolution   6) wrote Alice in Wonderland   7) first female prime 
minister   8) reached the South Pole in 1912   9) playwright   10) reigned for 
64 years 
 
All about England- 1) sell to other countries   2) bell   3) Pamela Duncan 
Edwards   4) Victoria   5) England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland 
6) tube   7) Napoleon Bonaparte   8) Oxford   9) Guy Fawkes   10) queen or 
king 
 
 


