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A
Abbasid caliphate (750–1258) (entries in chronological

order)
Abu al-Abbas and Abbasid rise to power

14–15, 222, 356
ruthless elimination of remaining Umayyad

family members 222–223
capital moved to Baghdad, courtly culture, and

patronage of arts 58, 132–134, 356, 489
badi‘ style of poetry developed 357–359
competition between Persian and Arabs at court

356
civil war over succession 316
growing independence of provincial governors

316
conflict with Byzantines, reign of al-Mu‘tasim and

Amorium campaign 356–357, 367–368
rival dynasties segmenting empire 58, 211,

369, 489
further decline, reliance on Turkish slave army

and bodyguards 22
economic and social problems, dominance of

large landowners and warlords 258
mass execution of remaining family at hands of

Mongol invaders 316
Abd al-Mu’min (Caliph of the Almohades)

178

Abd al-Nasir, Jamal. See Nasser, Gamel Abdel
Abd al-Sabur, Salah, Murder in Baghdad 179,

315–325, 351
Abdel (or Abdul) Nasser, Gamal. See Nasser, Gamel

Abdel
Abdülhamid II, Sultan of the Turks 66
Abdullah, King of Jordan 286
Abraham (Biblical patriarch) (Abram) 168, 546
Abu al-Abbas, al-Saffah (the Bloodshedder), first

Abbasid caliph 15, 222
Abu Bakr, Caliph (first caliph after Muhammad)

210, 419
Abu Nidal (Palestinian group) 87
Abu Nuwas (also al-Hasan ibn Hani Abu Nuwas),

Diwan of Abu Nuwas, The 131–140, 265
Abu Tammam (LC: Abu Tammam Habib ibn Aws

al-Ta’i), “Ode on the Conquest of Amorium”
138 (sidebar), 355–365, 368, 373–374

Achilles 521
Adunis, “Introduction to the History of the Petty

Kings” 209–220
Africa, Lebanese in 532 (sidebar)
Agaoglu, Adalet, Curfew 101–110
Agnon, Shmuel Yosef, Only Yesterday 387–396
Agriculture

of ancient Iran, predation by nomads 484
of ancient Mesopotamia 154–155
Islamic viticulture 133 (sidebar)

NOTE: In view of the potential for variants in personal names, the Middle Eastern Literatures and Their
Times index has provided an aid to the reader’s further research by giving the full Library of Con-
gress (LC) form of a name. Where common usage differs from the LC form, the index uses the com-
mon form followed by the full LC form in parenthesis, e.g. Gemayel, Bashir (LC: Jumayyil, Bashir).
Names beginning with the prefix al- (meaning “the”) are alphabetized under the letter following the
prefix (e.g., for al-Jahiz, look under Jahiz).
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Index
kibbutzim, collectives and settlements in British

mandate of Palestine 389–390
mechanized in 1950s Turkey 283

Agudat Israel movement of Orthodox Jews 390,
391, 395

Akiba, Rabbi 543
Akkadian language 154 (sidebar), 160
“al-” (prefix meaning “the,” which is ignored for sorting

of names; e.g. for al-Jahiz, look under Jahiz.)
Alcohol/wine consumption 49, 53–54, 133

(sidebar), 134–136, 401, 433, 435
Aleppo, Syria 368 (illus.)
Alexander the Great 112, 484, 488–489
Alexander II, Emperor of Russia 198
Alexandria, Egypt 298, 299 (illus.)
Al-i Ahmad, Jalal (LC: Al Ahmad, Jalal), Plagued by

the West (Gharbzadigi) 268, 407–414, 441
“Aliyot” (waves, of immigration to Palestine/Israel)

34, 388, 389 (sidebar)
Allegory, interpretations of text as

animal fables in Kalilah and Dimnah, 226-228
Conference of the Birds, 95
Hayy ibn Yaqzan, 178, 183, 184
Leyla and Mejnun, 252-253
Men in the Sun, 291 (sidebar)
Miramar, 303 (sidebar)
Secret Life of Saeed the Ill-fated Pessoptimist, 455
Sufist interpretation of Quran, 95–96, 99–100

Allenby, Sir Edmund 308 (illus.)
Almohads 58, 143, 149
Almoravids 143, 177–178
Amichai, Yehuda, Songs of the Land of Zion, Jerusalem

493–503
al-Amidi (LC: al-Amidi, al-Hasan ibn Bishr)

362–364, 363 (sidebar)
al-Amin (Caliph) 134
Amini, Ali 409–410
“Amm Mutwalli” and “Hagg Shalabi” (Mahmud

Taymur) 1–11
Amorium (“Ode on the Conquest of”) 355–365,

368, 373–374
Amphora (large clay jugs) 133 (sidebar)
Anatolia, Turkey (Asia Minor) 276, 277 (sidebar)
al-Andalus (entries in chronological order)

conquest for Islam (711) 142
independence from central Islamic Empire (756)

142, 211
Islamic ascendancy, independence from central

Islamic empire (750–1300) 141, 211
Umayyad Dynasty, economic and cultural

flourishing (756–1000) 58, 142
flourishing of Jewish aristocracy 141,

149–150
breakup into warring miniature states and

encroachment of Christianity (11th century)
142–143

Almoravid victories over Christian Castilians and
numerous taifa kingdoms (1086–1091) 143,
177–178

Almohad invasion and hegemony (1146–1147)
58, 143, 178

Almohad repression of monotheistic minorities
(Jews) 143, 149

Christian “Reconquest,” expulsion or forced
conversion of non-Christians (1492) 211

(See also Islamic world; Spain)
Animal fables

Brer Rabbit 227 (sidebar)
Kalilah and Dimnah 221–228

Anti-clericalism
Hafiz’s criticism of hypocrisy 126, 128
Maronite 69–70

Anti-Semitism
blood libel 200
in early-20th-century Vienna 26
exacerbated by success of Austrian Jewry 27

(sidebar), 29
in Hitlerite Germany 472
Holocaust Hiwis (Hilfswillige or “willing helpers”)

found among local populace 27–28
incitement and virulence of Russian pogroms

200–203, 205 (sidebar)
Jesus’ rhetoric and anti-Judaism 173 (sidebar)
Kishinev pogrom 200–202
Kristallnacht (“Night of the Broken Glass”) 29
masses of Muslims in medieval Baghdad 58
outraged world reactions to Russian pogroms

202, 205 (sidebar)
in Tsarist Russia 198–199, 388

Appelfeld, Aharon (LC: Appelfeld, Aron), Badenheim
1939 25–35

Arabian Nights, The (Husain Haddawy, translator)
2, 13–23, 161, 242, 242 (sidebar), 475–476

Arab Israelis 453–454, 457–459
(See also Palestinians)

Arab-Israeli wars, works related to
“Clockwork Doll, The” and Other Poems (Dalia

Ravikovitch) (1982 Lebanon War) 85–91
“Introduction to the History of the Petty Kings”

(Adunis) (1967 Six-Day War) 209–220
Men in the Sun (Ghassan Kanafani) (1948 War of

Independence) 244, 285–293
Mr. Mani (A.B. Yehoshua) (1982 Lebanon War)

305–314
My Michael (Amos Oz) (Sinai-Suez War of 1956)

327–336
Secret Life of Saeed the Ill-fated Pessoptimist, The

(Emile Habiby) (1948 War of Independence,
Sinai-Suez War of 1956, 1967 Six-Day War)
449–460

Songs of the Land of Zion, Jerusalem (Yehuda
Amichai) (1973 October War/Yom Kippur
War) 493–503

Arab Nationalist Movement (ANM) (LC: Harakat al-
Qawmiyin al-Arab) 291

Arab Socialist Union (ASU) 297
Arab world: works set in

Arabian Peninsula
Quran (Koran), The 415–428

Agriculture (continued)
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