
Index

Illustrations are marked by (ill.).

ABC (American Broadcasting Company), 18,
47–48, 55. See also names of specific television
programs; television networks

ABC’s Wide World of Sports, 163–66
Academy of Television Arts and

Sciences, 93
The Addams Family, 92
Advertising. See television advertising
AFA (American Family Association), 209
African Americans

civil rights movement on television and,
183, 184( ill.)

family shows, 116, 200–202
racism, television, and, 197–98
television portrayals of, 197,

198–204, 205
Agnew, Spiro T., 188
Airwaves, 43–44
Albertson, Jack, 202
Alda, Alan, 100, 101 (ill.)
Ali-Frazier broadcast, 64–65, 65 (ill.)
Ali, Muhammad, 64–65, 65 (ill.)
All-Channel Receiver Act, 46
All in the Family, 98–99, 99 (ill.),

103, 211, 212
All My Children, 149
Allen, Steve, 150
Allen, Tim, 125
AM (amplitude modulation), 4

American Bandstand, 86–87
American Broadcasting Company. See ABC

(American Broadcasting Company)
American Demographics, 213
American Family Association (AFA), 209
American Idol, 129–30, 129 (ill.),

221 (ill.)
American image worldwide, 223
American Rhetoric from Roosevelt to Reagan

(Ryan, Halford, Ross ed.), 188
America’s Funniest Home Videos, 128
Amos, John, 200, 201 (ill.)
Amos ’n Andy, 205
Ampex Corporation, 32, 181
Amplitude modulation (AM), 4
Analog signals, 227–28
The Andy Griffith Show, 93, 210,

210 (ill.)
Aniston, Jennifer, 125
Antenna, 45 (ill.), 59, 61 (ill.)
Apple Computer, 236
The Apprentice, 130
Arledge, Roone, 159, 163–64, 169, 171
Armstrong, Neil, 187
Arnaz, Desi, 83–84, 198
Arness, James, 87, 88 (ill.)
Arnett, Peter, 190–91, 191 (ill.)
As the World Turns, 148
Asian Americans, 204
Astronauts, 186–87
The Avengers, 95

xxxv



The Bachelor, 96, 130
Baird, John Logie, 5, 5 (ill.), 21
Baker, William F., 9–10
Bakker, Jim, 213
Bakker, Tammy Faye, 213
Balint, Kathryn, 233
Ball, Lucille, 83–84, 198
Banzhaff, John III, 52
Baran, Stanley J., 160–61
Barber, Red, 161–62
Barr, Roseanne, 117
‘‘Battle of the Sexes,’’ 164 (ill.), 165
BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation), 2
Beat the Clock, 155 (ill.)
The Beatles, 86, 86 (ill.)
Bell, Alexander Graham, 2
Bell Laboratories, 6–7
Berle, Milton, 80, 82 (ill.)
Best television shows list, 131
BET (Black Entertainment Television), 116, 203
The Beverly Hillbillies, 91, 92 (ill.)
Beverly Hills, 90210, 110, 118–20, 120 (ill.)
Bewitched, 92–93, 206
Big Three, 18, 55
The Big Valley, 87
Bilby, Kenneth, 24
The Billionaire Shell Game (Davis), 69, 71
Black Entertainment Television (BET), 116
Blue Network, 18
Bochco, Steven, 110, 121
Bonanza, 89, 103, 210
Bradshaw, Carrie, 131–32
The Brady Bunch, 102–3, 211
Braun, Karl Ferdinand, 6
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), 2
The Broadcast Century: A Biography of American

Broadcasting (Hilliard, Keith), 7, 53, 181
Broadcast channel, 4
Brokaw, Tom, 179
Brown, Murphy, 123
Bunker family, 98–99, 99 (ill.), 212
Burr, Raymond, 95
Bush, George H.W., 214–15
Bush, George W., 216 (ill.)

Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, 70–71
Cable News Network (CNN), 68–69, 189–92, 222
Cable television, 59–78

business development of, 70–73
children’s program networks of, 144–45
competition for, 73–76, 77
consumer complaints about, 72–73, 76
deregulation of, 70–71
digital services and, 77
early programs of, 76–77
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

and, 62–64, 65–66, 70
franchises of, 72
growth phase of, 64–66
importance of, 76–78
minority programming on, 203–4
multi-system operators (MSOs) and, 72–73, 74
need for, 59–61
networks of, 64–70
news on, 68–69
origins of, 59–62
prime time rating success for, 132
rapid expansion of, 71–73
re-regulation of, 73–74
satellite television and, 77
special interest networks of, 207
special interest programs on, 77
sports on, 67–68, 68
statistics about, 66
technology of, 62–63, 63 (ill.), 71–72

Cable Television Consumer Protection
and Competition Act, 73

Cagney and Lacey, 111–12, 112 (ill.), 207
Calabro, Marian, 181
Camel News Caravan, 219
Camel Newsreel Theater, 176, 176 (ill.)
Campaign advertisements, 214–15
Captain Kangaroo, 139, 140 (ill.)
The Carol Burnett Show, 97
Carroll, Diahann, 198–99, 199 (ill.)
Carson, Johnny, 150
Cartoons, 140
Cartwright family, 89
Cathode ray tube, 6, 16, 16 (ill.), 28

xxxvi Television in American Society: Almanac

INDEX



CATV (Community Antenna Television), 59
CBN (Christian Broadcast Network), 67
CBS (Columbia Broadcasting System). See also

names of specific programs; television networks
color television development and, 22–23,

24 (ill.), 25–26
experimental television stations of, 11–12
origins of, 8, 9
radio and, 11
Westinghouse purchase of, 55

CBS Evening News, 182
CBS-TV News, 176
Cell phones, 236–37, 238 (ill.)
Challenger space shuttle, 190
Chappelle, Dave, 200
‘‘Checkers Speech,’’ 179, 180 (ill.)
Cheers, 100, 118
Cherry, Mark, 133
Chico and the Man, 202
Children’s programming. See also educational

television
advertising and, 146–47
cable television contributions to, 144–45
impact of television on children, 137–38,

140–41
1950s, 138–39
Saturday morning cartoons of, 139–40

Christian Broadcast Network (CBN), 67, 213
Christian Coalition, 213
Civil rights movement, 183–85, 184 (ill.).

See also African Americans
Clampett family, 91, 92 (ill.)
Clark, Dick, 86
Classic TV Database, 131
Cleaver family, 84–85
CNN (Cable News Network), 68–69,

189–92, 222
Coaxial cable, 12
Code of Practices for Television Broadcasters, 49
Cold War, 90–91, 93–95, 118, 178
Cole, Nat ‘‘King,’’ 198
Collins, Scott, 193
Color television, 29 (ill.)

Baird version, 21
Bell Laboratories demonstration technology, 22
birth of, 30–31

CBS (Columbia Broadcasting System) and,
21–22

electronic technology for, 27, 28
federal regulation and, 30–31
re-transmission of broadcast signals, 30
war of, 23–27

Columbia Broadcasting System. See CBS
(Columbia Broadcasting System)

Columbia Phonograph Company, 47
Comedies. See also names of specific programs

dramedy, 100
family comedy, 84–85, 93, 116–18, 125–27
1950s, 83–85
1960s, 91–93
1970s, 97–104
1980s, 116–18
1990s, 123–27
situation comedies (sitcoms), 123–25
social commentary in, 98–100, 102–4, 103–4
values and, 98–104
workplace comedy, 100

Commercialism, 221–23. See also television
advertising

Communications Act of 1934, 11–12, 40, 49,
51, 62

Community Antenna Television (CATV), 59
Connor family, 117–18
Content ratings, 146
Converter boxes, 232
Cooney, Joan Ganz, 142–43
Copycat series, 110
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), 9, 53,

141. See also educational television; PBS (Public
Broadcasting Service)

Cosby, Bill, 116, 117 (ill.), 198, 202
The Cosby Show, 117, 118 (ill.), 202, 203
Cosell, Howard, 171
Couric, Katie, 179
Cox, Courtney, 125
Coyle, Harry, 160
Crazy Like a Fox (Collins), 193
Crockett, Sonny, 112–13, 113 (ill.), 203
Cronkite, Walter, 182, 186 (ill.), 189
Crossfire, 99
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, 133
Cunningham, Richie, 103

Television in American Society: Almanac xxxvii

INDEX



Dallas, 98, 109–10, 211
Daly, Tyne, 111
Danson, Ted, 118
The Dating Game, 97
Davenport, Joyce, 111
Davis, L.J., 69
Daytime programming. See also names of

specific programs
dramas, 147–50
game shows of, 154–56
soap operas, 147–50
talk shows, 150–52

DBS (Direct Broadcast Satellite), 73
Dean, Howard, 217
Deeken, Aimee, 132
DeForest, Lee, 3
Denny, Charles, 23–24, 25
Deregulation (of television broadcasting industry),

54–55, 57, 70–71
Desjardins, Mary, 207
Desperate Housewives, 133–34
Dessart, George, 9–10
Detroit Free Press, 168
The Dick Van Dyke Show, 93
Digital transmission, 227–30
Digital video recorder (DVR), 222, 234–36,

235 (ill.)
Dillon, Matt, 87, 88 (ill.)
Direct Broadcast Satellite (DBS), 73
DirecTV, 75
Discovery (television channel), 145
Dish (satellite television receiver), 63 (ill.),

64, 74, 75 (ill.)
The Disney Channel, 145
Disney, Walt, 139
Doherty, Shannen, 119, 120 (ill.)
Dolby digital surround sound, 231
Dolby noise reduction system, 36
Donahue, 150–51, 151 (ill.)
Donahue: My Own Story (Donahue), 151
Donahue, Phil, 150–51, 151 (ill.)
The Donna Reed Show, 209
Dora the Explorer, 144 (ill.), 145

Down the Tube (Baker, Dessart), 9–10
Dramas. See also names of specific programs

crime scene dramas, 133
daytime, 147–50
dramedy, 100
legal dramas, 95, 121
medical drama, 122–23, 133
1950s, 87–89
1960s, 93–95
1970s, 98, 103
1980s, 109–15
1990s, 118–22
2000s, 130–34
police shows, 95, 110–14, 121
reality shows, 127–30
science fiction, 94–95, 114–15
soap operas, 109–10, 133–34, 147–50
spy dramas, 95
teen dramas, 119–21

Dramedy, 100
Duffy, Patrick, 109
Dukakis, Michael, 215
DuMont, Allen, 48–49, 48 (ill.)
DuMont Network, 48, 48 (ill.), 148
DVR (digital video recorder), 222, 234–36,

235 (ill.)
Dynasty, 98, 110, 211

Ebony, 199
The Ed Sullivan Show, 85–86, 86 (ill.), 198
Editorializing, 193–95
Educational television, 53–54. See also children’s

programming; Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)
Edwards, Douglas, 176
Eisenhower, Dwight D., 214
Election advertisements, 214–15
Election news coverage, 194, 215–18. See also news

and political programs; television news and
politics coverage

Electromagnetic energy, 4
Electronic color television, 27, 28
Electronic News Gathering (ENG), 187,

189
Electronic television sets, 6

xxxviii Television in American Society: Almanac

INDEX



Emmy Awards, 93
Encyclopedia of Emerging Industries, 72
ENG (Electronic News Gathering),

187, 189
English, Diane, 123
Entertainment and Sports Programming

Network (ESPN), 68, 171–72
ER, 111, 122–23
Escapist television programs, 90–93
ESPN (Entertainment and Sports Programming

Network), 68, 171–72
Evers, Medgar, 184 (ill.)
Everybody Loves Raymond, 125
Ewing family, 109–10
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, 130

Fairness Doctrine, 51–53, 55, 193
Falcon Crest, 110
Family Affair, 210
Family Channel, 67, 145, 213
Family comedies, 84–85, 93, 98–100, 102–3,

116–18, 200–202
Family Ties, 91
Family values, 84–85, 93, 98, 102–3
Faraway Hill, 148
Farnsworth, Philo T., 6, 12 (ill.), 14
Father Knows Best, 209–10
FCC: The Ups and Downs of Radio-TV Regulation

(Ray), 40, 41
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

broadcast licensing function of, 41, 42–43
cable television and, 62–64, 65–66
on children and television, 137
color (television) war and, 23–25, 26
decline of, 54–55
digital broadcasting deadlines established by,

230, 231
Fairness Doctrine and, 51–55
functions of, 22–23, 39, 41
HDTV technical standards extablished by, 231
legal challenges to, 70
origins of, 11, 40
radio responsibilities of, 4
syndication rulings of, 153

television screen resolution guidelines
established by, 230

television technology standards
established by, 17

Federal Radio Commission (FRC), 9, 40
The Feminine Mystique (Friedan), 84
Feminism, 84, 93, 111–12, 123, 165, 206–7
Fiber-optic cable, 31–32
Financial Interest and Syndication Rule (Fin-Syn), 153
Fisher, David E., 8, 23, 26, 28, 35
Fisher, Marshall Jon, 8, 23, 26, 28, 35
Flat-screen television, 230 (ill.)
The Flip Wilson Show, 200
Fly, Lawrence, 23, 24
FM (frequency modulation), 4
Football, 168–71, 170 (ill.)
Fowler, Mark S., 54, 70
Fox, Matthew, 121
Fox, Michael J., 91
Fox network, 56, 126–27
Fox News Channel, 184, 193, 195
Franz, Dennis, 121–22, 203
Frasier, 118
Frazier, Joe, 64–65, 65 (ill.)
Frequencies, 39
Frequency modulation (FM), 4
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air, 91
Friday Night Fights, 162
Friedan, Betty, 84
Friendly, Fred W., 178
Friends, 115, 124–25
Furillo, Frank, 111
Future of television. See television’s future

Gallagher, John, 168
Game Show Network, 156
Game shows, 96, 154, 154–56. See also quiz shows
Gandolfini, James, 132
Garner, Joe, 103, 104, 109, 169, 170
Garroway, Dave, 150
Gavin, Mary L., 145, 146–47
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation

(GLAAD), 208, 208 (ill.)
Gays and lesbians on television, 207–9

Television in American Society: Almanac xxxix

INDEX


