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G L O S S A R Y

ANTEBELLUM: before the US Civil War.
BLUE LAWS: laws forbidding certain practices (e.g., conducting busi-

ness, gaming, drinking liquor), especially on Sundays.
CAPITAL BUDGET: a financial plan for acquiring and improving

buildings or land, paid for by the sale of bonds.
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: punishment by death.
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE: all persons 16 years of age or older who

are not in the armed forces and who are now holding a job, have
been temporarily laid off, are waiting to be reassigned to a new
position, or are unemployed but actively looking for work.

CLASS I RAILROAD: a railroad having gross annual revenues of
$83.5 million or more in 1983.

COMMERCIAL BANK: a bank that offers businesses and individuals
a variety of banking services, including the right of withdrawal by
check.

COMPACT: a formal agreement, covenant, or understanding between
two or more parties.

CONSOLIDATED BUDGET: a financial plan that includes the general
budget, federal funds, and all special funds.

CONSTANT DOLLARS: money values calculated so as to eliminate
the effect of inflation on prices and income.

CONTINENTAL CLIMATE: the climate typical of the US interior, hav-
ing distinct seasons, a wide range of daily and annual tempera-
tures, and dry, sunny summers.

COUNCIL-MANAGER SYSTEM: a system of local government under
which a professional administrator is hired by an elected council
to carry out its laws and policies.

CREDIT UNION: a cooperative body that raises funds from its mem-
bers by the sale of shares and makes loans to its members at rela-
tively low interest rates.

CURRENT DOLLARS: money values that reflect prevailing prices,
without excluding the effects of inflation.

DEMAND DEPOSIT: a bank deposit that can be withdrawn by the
depositor with no advance notice to the bank.

ELECTORAL VOTES: the votes that a state may cast for president,
equal to the combined total of its US senators and representatives
and nearly always cast entirely on behalf of the candidate who
won the most votes in that state on Election Day.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: a type of plant or animal threatened with
extinction in all or part of its natural range.

FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL: a level of money income below which a
person or family qualifies for US government aid.

FISCAL YEAR: a 12-month period for accounting purposes.
FOOD STAMPS: coupons issued by the government to low-income

persons for food purchases at local stores.
GENERAL BUDGET: a financial plan based on a government’s nor-

mal revenues and operating expenses, excluding special funds.
GENERAL COASTLINE: a measurement of the general outline of the

US seacoast. See also TIDAL SHORELINE.
GREAT AWAKENING: during the mid–18th century, a Protestant reli-

gious revival in North America, especially New England.
GROSS STATE PRODUCT: the total value of goods and services pro-

duced in the state.
GROWING SEASON: the period between the last 32°f (0°c) temper-

ature in spring and the first 32°f (0°c) temperature in autumn.
HOME-RULE CHARTER: a document stating how and in what

respects a city, town, or county may govern itself.

INSTALLED CAPACITY: the maximum possible output of electric
power at any given time.

MAYOR-COUNCIL SYSTEM: a system of local government under
which an elected council serves as a legislature and an elected
mayor is the chief administrator.

MEDICAID: a federal-state program that helps defray the hospital
and medical costs of needy persons.

MEDICARE: a program of hospital and medical insurance for the eld-
erly, administered by the federal government.

METROPOLITAN AREA: in most cases, a city and its surrounding
suburbs.

NO-FAULT INSURANCE: an automobile insurance plan that allows
an accident victim to receive payment from an insurance com-
pany without having to prove who was responsible for the acci-
dent.

NORTHERN, NORTH MIDLAND: major US dialect regions.
OMBUDSMAN: a public official empowered to hear and investigate

complaints by private citizens about government agencies.
PER CAPITA: per person.
POCKET VETO: a method by which a state governor (or the US pres-

ident) may kill a bill by taking no action on it before the legisla-
ture adjourns.

PROVED RESERVES: the quantity of a recoverable mineral resource
(such as oil or natural gas) that is still in the ground.

PUBLIC DEBT: the amount owed by a government.
RELIGIOUS ADHERENTS: the followers of a religious group, includ-

ing (but not confined to) the full, confirmed, or communicant
members of that group.

RETAIL TRADE: the sale of goods directly to the consumer.
REVENUE SHARING: the distribution of federal tax receipts to state

and local governments.
RIGHT-TO-WORK LAW: a measure outlawing any attempt to require

union membership as a condition of employment.
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION: a bank that invests the sav-

ings of depositors primarily in home mortgage loans.
SERVICE INDUSTRIES: industries that provide services (e.g., health,

legal, automotive repair) for individuals, businesses, and others.
SOCIAL SECURITY: as commonly understood, the federal system of

old age, survivors, and disability insurance.
SOUTHERN, SOUTH MIDLAND: major US dialect regions.
STOLPORT: an airfield for short-takeoff-and-landing (STOL) air-

craft, which require runways shorter than those used by conven-
tional aircraft.

SUNBELT: the southernmost states of the United States, extending
from Florida to California.

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME: a federally administered pro-
gram of aid to the aged, blind, and disabled.

TIDAL SHORELINE: a detailed measurement of the US seacoast that
includes sounds, bays, other outlets, and offshore islands.

TIME DEPOSIT: a bank deposit that may be withdrawn only at the
end of a specified time period or upon advance notice to the
bank.

VALUE ADDED BY MANUFACTURE: the difference, measured in
dollars, between the value of finished goods and the cost of the
materials needed to produce them.

WHOLESALE TRADE: the sale of goods, usually in large quantities,
for ultimate resale to consumers.
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A B B R E V I AT I O N S  A N D  A C R O N Y M S
ad—Anno Domini
AFDC—Aid to Families with Dependent 

Children
AFL–CIO—American Federation of 

Labor–Congress of Industrial 
Organizations

am—before noon
AM—amplitude modulation
American Ind.—American Independent 

Party
Amtrak—National Railroad Passenger 

Corp.
b.—born
bc—Before Christ
Btu—British thermal unit(s)
bu—bushel(s)
c.—circa (about)
c—Celsius (Centigrade)
CIA—Central Intelligence Agency
cm—centimeter(s)
Co.—company
comp.—compiler
Conrail—Consolidated Rail Corp.
Corp.—corporation
Cr.—creek
CST—Central Standard Time
cu—cubic 
cwt—hundredweight(s)
d.—died
D—Democrat
e—evening
e—east
ed.—edition, editor
e.g.—exempli gratia (for example)
EPA—Environmental Protection Agency
est.—estimated
EST—Eastern Standard Time

et al.—et alii (and others)
etc.—et cetera (and so on)
f—Fahrenheit
FBI—Federal Bureau of Investigation
FCC—Federal Communications 

Commission
FM—frequency modulation
For.—forest
Ft.—fort
ft—foot, feet 
GDP—gross domestic product
gm—gram
GMT—Greenwich Mean Time
GNP—gross national product
GRT—gross registered tons
Hist.—historic
I—interstate (highway)
i.e.—id est (that is) 
in—inch(es)
Inc.—incorporated
Ind. Res.—Indian Reservation
Is.—isle, island 
Jct.—junction
K—kindergarten
kg—kilogram(s) 
km—kilometer(s)
km/hr—kilometers per hour 
kw—kilowatt(s) 
kwh—kilowatt-hour(s) 
lb—pound(s) 
m—meter(s); morning 
m3—cubic meter(s)
Mem.—memorial
mi—mile(s)
Mil. Res.—military reservation
Mon.—monument
mph—miles per hour

MST—Mountain Standard Time
Mt.—mount
Mtn.—mountain
mw—megawatt(s) 
n—north 
NA—not available 
Natl.—National
Natl. Mon.—national monument
NATO—North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization
NCAA—National Collegiate Athletic 

Association
n.d.—no date
N.F.—national forest
N.P.—national park
N.W.R.—national wildlife refuge
oz—ounce(s) 
pm—after noon 
PST—Pacific Standard Time
r.—reigned
R—Republican
Ra.—range
Res.—reservoir, reservation
rev. ed.—revised edition 
s—south 
S—Sunday
Soc.—Socialist
S.P.—senic point
sq—square 
St.—saint, state
UN—United Nations 
US—United States 
USIA—United States Information Agency
w—west 
W.M.A.—wildlife management area

 STANDARD  POSTAL 
ABBREVIATION(S) ABBREVIATion

Alabama Ala. AL
Alaska * AK
Arizona Ariz. AZ
Arkansas Ark. AR
California Calif. CA
Colorado Colo. CO
Connecticut Conn. CN
Delaware Del. DE
District of Columbia D.C. DC
Florida Fla. FL
Georgia Ga. GA
Hawaii * HI
Idaho * ID
Illinois Ill. IL
Indiana Ind. IN
Iowa * IA
Kansas Kans. (Kan.) KS
Kentucky Ky. KY
Louisiana La. LA
Maine Me. ME
Maryland Md. MD
Massachusetts Mass. MA
Michigan Mich. MI
Minnesota Minn. MN
Mississippi Miss. MS
Missouri Mo. MO
Montana Mont. MT

 STANDARD  POSTAL 
ABBREVIATION(S) ABBREVIATION

Nebraska Nebr. (Neb.) NE
Nevada Nev. NV
New Hampshire N.H. NH
New Jersey N.J. NJ
New Mexico N.Mex. (N.M.) NM
New York N.Y. NY
North Carolina N.C. NC
North Dakota N.Dak. (N.D.) ND
Ohio * OH
Oklahoma Okla. OK
Oregon Oreg. (Ore.) OR
Pennsylvania Pa. PA
Puerto Rico P.R. PR
Rhode Island R.I. RI
South Carolina S.C. SC
South Dakota S.Dak. (S.D.) SD
Tennessee Tenn. TN
Texas Tex. TX
Utah * UT
Vermont Vt. VT
Virginia Va. VA
Virgin Islands V.I. VI
Washington Wash. WA
West Virginia W.Va. WV
Wisconsin Wis. WI
Wyoming Wyo. WI
*No standard abbreviation

NAMES OF STATES AND OTHER SELECTED AREAS


