1754: The British Crown charters King’s College in

New York City; renamed Columbia College in
1784. New York Society Library established.
French and Indian War begins when Virginia
sends militia under Major George Washington
to challenge French expansion in the Ohio val-
ley; Washington surrenders after being sur-
rounded by the French. Benjamin Franklin helps
organize the Albany Congress to consider how
colonists should respond to growing crisis in
America between the English and the French.
Franklin proposes coordinated efforts of the
colonies through the Albany Plan of Union,
which is rejected. Thomas Chippendale’s pattern
book for furniture, The Gentleman and Cabinet-
Maker’s Director, is published in London.

1755: French-speaking Acadians are deported from

Acadia by the British; many migrate to
Louisiana. The painter Gilbert Charles Stuart is
born in North Kingstown, Rhode Island.
Philadelphia Academy (later University of
Pennsylvania) is chartered. General Braddock is
defeated and killed in western Pennsylvania;
Colonel George Washington leads defeated
troops back to Virginia.

1756: War spreads to Europe. The Great Awakening

in America ends.

1757: William Pitt becomes the first minister of

Parliament in England. He decides to focus war
efforts on America, ultimately sending twenty-
four thousand troops to America. This is proba-
bly the largest European army created since the
fall of the Roman Empire.

1758: Treaty of Easton; Cherokees attack colonists

on the Virginia frontier. The British fail to cap-
ture Fort Ticonderoga. General James Wolfe,
with nine thousand British troops, takes
Louisbourg, Canada. In Pennsylvania, the
French evacuate Fort Duquesne, blowing it up;
the British rebuild, calling it Fort Pitt, which
eventually leads to settlement at Pittsburgh.

1759: The French are defeated in upstate New York

at Fort Niagara and Fort Ticonderoga; at the
Battle of the Plains of Abraham, British General
Wolfe captures Quebec City; the French are
effectively defeated in America. Wolfe dies in
battle. Indian clergyman and missionary
Samson Occom becomes a fully ordained
Presbyterian minister.

1760: French forces capitulate at Montreal, surren-

dering Canada and its dependencies to Britain.
Charles TII becomes King of Spain; George III
becomes king of Great Britain.

1761: Ottawa chief Pontiac rebels against the British.



CHRONOLOGY

1762: Spain declares war on Great Britain. 1768: The Massachusetts Assembly is dissolved for

1763: Treaty of Paris; Spain cedes Florida to Great refusing to assist in the collection of taxes. The

Britain; France cedes Louisiana to Spain and
Acadia, Canada, and Cape Breton to Great
Britain. George Grenville becomes Prime
Minister; Britain issues Proclamation of 1763
forbidding colonists to settle west of the
Appalachian Mountains until further land can
be acquired from the Indians. Pontiac initiates
pan-Indian rebellion against the British in the
Ohio valley and the Great Lakes region. The
Touro Synagogue opens in Newport, Rhode
Island.

1763-1764: Pennsylvania frontiersmen, known as

the Paxton Boys, massacre Conestoga Indians
and march toward Philadelphia to attack Indians
in protective custody there; they are dissuaded
by Benjamin Franklin and others.

1764: Rhode Island College (later Brown University)

is founded. Widespread colonial protest erupts
when the British Parliament passes the Sugar
Act, which in effect gives Great Britain a
monopoly on the Anglo-American sugar mar-
ket; the duty is lowered two years later, ending
the protest. Britain imposes the Currency Act on
colonies; the first boycotts are held against
English products in the colonies.

1765: The first American medical school is founded

in Philadelphia. Britain passes Quartering Act in
May. The Stamp Act generates outrage in the
colonies and is repealed in response to wide-
spread colonial protest, including first colony-
wide meeting, known as the Stamp Act
Congress, in October. Sons of Liberty established
to organize opposition to British colonial policy.

1766: In the Declaratory Act, Parliament asserts its

“full power and authority over the colonies.”
The Stamp Act is repealed. The Daughters of
Liberty established. New York to Philadelphia
stagecoach route is established; the journey
takes two days. Queens College (later Rutgers
University) is founded. Pontiac signs peace
treaty with the British.

1767: The New York Assembly is suspended for

refusing to provide quarters for troops, as
required by the 1765 Quartering Act. The Jesuits
are expelled from Spanish territories; Franciscans
take over the western missions. Daniel Boone
explores the land west of the Cumberland Gap, in
violation of the Proclamation of 1763. The
Townshend Duties Act places customs duties on
a number of items imported from England.

colonial General Court issued a circular letter to
the other colonies calling the Townshend Duties
unconstitutional. John Hancock'’s ship, Liberty,
is seized by the British for violating navigation
acts. Additional British regiments arrive. The
Cherokees agree to a new border, and the
Iroquois relinquish some land claims in New
York.

1769: Junipero Serra founds the first Spanish mis-

sion in California at San Diego. Spain colo-
nizes Alta, California. Pontiac killed. George
Washington introduces Virginia Resolves in
colonial legislature (House of Burgesses).
Written by George Mason, the resolves assert
that only the colonists can impose taxes in the
colonies. Virginia leaders adopt the Virginia
Association, a nonimportation agreement.
Various colonists, and ultimately merchants, in
Philadelphia, New York, Charleston, and Boston
join in the boycott of British goods; for the
entire year, the value of imports from England
drops by 40 percent to 50 percent throughout
the colonies.

1770: Most import boycotts end as the Townshend

duties are repealed for everything but tea;
Bostonians boycott tea, but the movement does
not spread to the other colonies. Riots in New
York City between the Sons of Liberty and
British troops; Boston Massacre leads to the
death of five civilians.

1771: North Carolina “regulators” fight government

forces at the Battle of Alamance, near Hillsboro;
a few of the regulator leaders are executed.
Permanent Moravian missions for Labrador
Eskimos are founded. Conflicts between England
and the colonies die down; trade resumes.

1772: British revenue cutter Gaspe burns off the

coast of Rhode Island; committees of correspon-
dence established. In Massachusetts, Governor
Thomas Hutchinson arranges to have his salary
paid by Britain, thus eliminating part of the
colonial home rule. In Somerset v. Stewart,
Britain’s highest court declares that any slave
brought to England can claim his or her freedom
because slavery can only exist if there is a posi-
tive law to support it, which England does not
have.

1773: The Boston Tea Party occurs; the colonists

protest the duty on tea by dumping a shipload
into Boston Harbor. A hospital for the insane is
built in Williamsburg. Poems on Various
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