Primary Sources

FOUNDATIONAL TEXTS

Declaration of Independence

Thomas Jefferson, 1776

Articles of Confederation
Second Continental Congress, 1781

United States Constitution
Delegates of the Philadelphia Convention,
1787

Judiciary Act of 1789
Oliver Ellsworth (principal author), 1789

Amendments to the United States Consti-
tution (including the Bill of Rights)
Members of the U.S. Congress, 1791-1992

Judiciary Act of 1925
William Howard Taft and others, 1925

CONSTITUTIONAL INTERPRETATION

Anti-Federalist Papers No. 11 and No. 12
(part I and part II), 1788
Brutus, 1788

Federalist Papers No. 78
Alexander Hamilton, 1788

Address to the American Bar Association on
Original Intent
Attorney General Edwin Meese, 1985

Justice William Brennan’s Response to
Edwin Meese’s Address to the ABA
Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., 1985
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LANDMARK CASES

Marbury v. Madison
Chief Justice John Marshall, 1803

Dred Scott v. Sandford (Excerpts from the
Majority Opinion)
Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, 1857

Dred Scott v. Sandford (Excerpts from the
Dissenting Opinion)
Justice Benjamin Robbins Curtis, 1857

Plessy v. Ferguson (Majority Opinion)
Justice Henry Billing Brown, 1896

Plessy v. Ferguson (Dissenting Opinion)
Justice John Marshall Harlan, 1896

Lochner v. People of State of New York
(Majority Opinion)
Justice Rufus Wheeler Peckham, 1905

Lochner v. People of State of New York
(Dissenting Opinion)
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1905

Abrams v. United States (Dissenting
Opinion)
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, 1919

West Coast Hotel v. Parrish (Majority
Opinion)
Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes, 1937
West Coast Hotel v. Parrish (Dissenting
Opinion)
Justice George Sutherland, 1937
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Primary Sources

West Virginia Board of Education v. Barn-
ette (Excerpt from the Majority Opinion)
Justice Robert Jackson, 1943

West Virginia Board of Education v. Barn-
ette (Excerpts from the Dissenting
Opinion)

Justice Felix Frankfurter, 1943

Brown et al. v. Board of Education of
Topeka et al. (Brown I)

Chief Justice Earl Warren, 1954

Brown et al. v. Board of Education of
Topeka et al. (Brown II)
Chief Justice Earl Warren, 1955

Griswold v. Connecticut (Majority
Opinion)
Justice William O. Douglas, 1965
United States v. Lopez (Excerpts from the
Majority Opinion)
Chief Justice William Rebnquist, 1995
United States v. Lopez (Excerpt from the
Dissenting Opinion)
Justice John Paul Stevens, 1995
Parents Involved in Community Schools v.
Seattle School District No. 1 (Excerpt
from the Majority Opinion)
Chief Justice John Roberts, 2007
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Parents Involved in Community Schools v.
Seattle School District No. 1 (Excerpt
from the Concurring Opinion)

Justice Anthony Kennedy, 2007

Parents Involved in Community Schools v.
Seattle School District No. 1 (Excerpt
from the Dissenting Opinion)

Justice Stephen Breyer, 2007

CONSTITUTIONAL CRISES

Speech on the Dred Scott Decision
Abraham Lincoln, 1857

Speech on the Court-packing Plan
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1937

Letter to Senator Wheeler
Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes, 1937

George W. Bush, et al., Petitioners v. Albert
Gore, Jr., et al. (Excerpt from the Per
Curiam Opinion)

U.S. Supreme Court, 2000

George W. Bush, et al., Petitioners v. Albert
Gore, Jr., et al. (Excerpt from the
Dissenting Opinion)

Justice John Paul Stevens, 2000
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