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APPENDIX:

PRIMARY SOURCE
DOCUMENTS

ACTS OF CONGRESS AND
PROCLAMATIONS

Stamp Act of 1765

Commentary

The Stamp Act prescribed taxes for legal and commercial transac-
tions and documents used in court proceedings (including the li-
censes of attorneys), the papers used in clearing ships from harbors,
college diplomas, appointments to public office, bonds, grants and
deeds for land, mortgages, indentures, leases, contracts, bills of
sale, articles of apprenticeship, liquor licenses, playing cards, and
dice. It taxed a printer’s entire business: pamphlets, almanacs,
newspapers, and newspaper advertisements. The law required
these documents to be written or printed on paper carrying a stamp
embossed by the Treasury Office in England which was sold only
by the stamp commissioners. This legislation hurt printers even
more because many of them manufactured their own paper.

Prime Minister George Grenville (1712–1770) did not think he
had asked for anything unreasonable. If a merchant did not con-
sider it worth the price of a stamp to clear a ship from a colonial
harbor, then he should not have it make the voyage, Grenville
thought. Similiarly, if a wife was not worth the price of the stamp
required on a marriage license, a man should remain a bachelor.

An act for granting and applying certain stamp du-
ties, and other duties, in the British colonies and planta-
tions in; America, towards further defraying the expenses
of defending, protecting, and securing the same; and for
amending such parts of the several acts of parliament re-
lating to the trade and revenues of the said colonies and
plantations, as direct the manner of determining and re-
covering the penalties and forfeitures therein mentioned.

Whereas by an act of the last session of parliament,
several duties were granted, continued, and appropriated,
towards defraying the expenses of defending, protecting,
and securing, the British colonies and plantations in
America: and whereas it is just and necessary, that pro-
vision be made for raising a further revenue within your
Majesty’s dominions in America, towards defraying the
said expenses: we, your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal
subjects, the commons of Great Britain in parliament as-
sembled, have therefore resolved to give and grant unto
your Majesty the several rates and duties herein after
mentioned; and do most humbly beseech your Majesty
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by the King’s
most excellent majesty, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons,
in this present parliament assembled, and by the author-
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ity of the same, That from and after the first day of No-
vember, one thousand seven hundred and sixty five, there
shall be raised, levied, collected, and paid unto his
Majesty, his heirs, and successors, throughout the
colonies and plantations in America which now are, or
hereafter may be, under the dominion of his Majesty, his
heirs and successors,

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten or printed, any declaration, plea, replication, rejoin-
der, demurrer, or other pleading, or any copy thereof, in
any court of law within the British colonies and planta-
tions in America, a stamp duty of three pence.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten or printed, any special bail and appearance upon such
bail in any such court, a stamp duty of two shillings.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten or printed, any petition, bill, answer, claim, plea,
replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other pleading in any
court of chancery or equity within the said colonies and
plantations, a stamp duty of one shilling and six pence.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten or printed, any copy of any petition, bill, answer,
claim, plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other
pleading in any such court, a stamp duty of three pence.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any monition, libel, answer, allegation,
inventory, or renunciation in ecclesiastical matters in any
court of probate, court of the ordinary, or other court ex-
ercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction within the said colonies
and plantations, a stamp duty of one shilling.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any copy of any will (other than the pro-
bate thereof) monition, libel, answer, allegation, inventory,
or renunciation in ecclesiastical matters in any such court,
a stamp duty of six pence.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any donation, presentation, collation, or
institution of or to any benefice, or any writ or instrument
for the like purpose, or any register, entry, testimonial, or
certificate of any degree taken in any university, academy,
college, or seminary of learning, within the said colonies
and plantations, a stamp duty of two pounds.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed,
written, or printed, any monition, libel, claim, answer,

allegation, information, letter of request, execution, re-
nunciation, inventory, or other pleading, in any admi-
ralty court within the said colonies and plantations, a
stamp duty of one shilling.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which any copy of any such
monition, libel, claim, answer, allegation, information,
letter of request, execution, renunciation, inventory, or
other pleading shall be engrossed, written, or printed, a
stamp duty of six pence.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any appeal, writ of error, writ of dower,
Ad quod damnum, certiorari, statute merchant, statute
staple, attestation, or certificate, by any officer, or exem-
plification of any record or proceeding in any court what-
soever within the said colonies and plantations (except
appeals, writs of error, certiorari, attestations, certificates,
and exemplifications, for or relating to the removal of any
proceedings from before a single justice of the peace) a
stamp duty of ten shillings.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any writ of covenant for levying of fines,
writ of entry for suffering a common recovery, or at-
tachment issuing out of, or returnable into, any court
within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of
five shillings.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any judgment, decree, sentence, or dis-
mission, or any record of Nisi Prius or Postea, in any
court within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp
duty of four shillings.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any affidavit, common bail or appearance,
interrogatory deposition, rule, order, or warrant of any
court, or any Dedimus, Potestatem, Capias, Subpoena,
summons, compulsory citation, commission, recog-
nizance, or any other writ, process, or mandate, issuing
out of, or returnable into, any court, or any office be-
longing thereto, or any other proceeding therein what-
soever, or any copy thereof, or of any record not herein
before charged, within the said colonies and plantations
(except warrants relating to criminal matters, and pro-
ceeding thereon or relating thereto) a stamp duty of one
shilling.

For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or
sheet or piece of paper, on which shall be engrossed, writ-
ten, or printed, any licence, appointment, or admission
of any counselor, solicitor, attorney, advocate, or proctor,
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