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SAMPLE SEARCHES

The Times Digital Archive, 1785-1985
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Gale Digital Collections provide unparalleled access
to a wealth of extraordinary research materials
gathered from the world s most prestigious libraries.
These unique, multidisciplinary resources support a
range of curriculum, covering more than 500 years of
international history.

The information below shows how The Times Digital
Archive, 1785-1985 may be used to support historical
research. These sample searches are just a few examples
of how Gale Digital Collections can be used to provide
access to comprehensive information on historical
topics.

Product Note: The Times is not published on Sundays
(The Sunday Times was a separate title until the 1960s
and is not included in this database).

SAMPLE SEARCHES

Topic: Sumner Welles (American Under-
Secretary of State under President
Roosevelt)

Search Terms: Keyword Search: “Sumner Welles AND
Italy”’; in entire article; limit search to only Editorial and
Commentary and News sections

Tenth hit: U.S. Mission to Europe: An Envoy s Task,
Talks in Four Capitals, The Times, Saturday, Feb 10,
1940; pg. 6; Issue 48536; col D.

Do a Keyword Search on entire article content (radio
button within keyword search box). Type sumner welles
in the keyword box and hit search (without quote marks).
Note that there are 614 results and that they are sub-
divided at the top of the display by category. As this is too
many articles to review, we Il further narrow the search.
Modify keyword search to say sumner welles AND

italy (without quote marks) and mark the check boxes
next to Editorial and Commentary and News sections.
Note how this has narrowed the results to 94 articles in
the two sections. The tenth hit discusses Roosevelt sending
Welles on a fact nding mission to Europe.
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Topic: Death of President Roosevelt

Search Terms: Relevance Search: “Roosevelt death”;
in entire article

First Hit: Death of President Roosevelt, The Times,
Friday, Apr 13, 1945; pg. 4; Issue 50116; col A.

There are many Roosevelts, and many death/s.

Use Relevance Search to rank articles by the number of
references they contain to both terms chances are that
multiple references to these words are likely to appear in
arelevant article. Type Roosevelt death in the search
box and click the box for in entire article. There are

a maximum of 200 ranked results. The rst two articles
relate closely to the circumstances immediately related

to the President s death on 12 April 1945. [Compare
these results with Roosevelt and death entered into a
Keyword Search, which returns 635 articles containing
these words, possibly quite unrelated, and sorted in
chronological order]. The rst hit in the results page
discusses Roosevelt s death and Truman being sworn in as
President. Many other related articles are also included in
the search results, including tributes to the late president.

Topic: Cigarette Advertising

Search Terms: Advanced; Advertising; “tx sobranie
AND cigarette AND Virginia; from January 1930 to
December 1950.

First Hit: Balkan Sobranie (Display Advertising), The
Times, Wednesday, Jun 14, 1933; pg. 10;
Issue 46470; col F.

Advertisements re ect the interests of a paper s readership
and are of great interest to social historians in many
disciplines. Using Advanced Search, select Advertisements
as the sub-category to be searched. In the Select Index
drop down, choose Text as the search index and enter

sobranie AND cigarette AND Virginia as the search
terms. Specify a date range 1/1/1930-12/31/1950. Results
provide interesting examples on the spin advertisers used
to encourage cigarette smoking.
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SAMPLE SEARCHES

Topic: William Taylor

Search Terms: Keyword Search: “William Taylor”’; limit
results to the year 1940 and only in the People section (for
death notices, obituaries).

Seventh Hit: Obituary, The Times, Saturday, Apr 27,
1940; pg. 9; Issue 48601; col E

Genealogists will be interested in searching content in
the People section for speci c individuals. Do a Keyword
Search on entire article content. Type william taylor in
the keyword box and hit search (without quote marks).
Search on the entire year of 1940 and limit the search to
the People section using the check box. Note that there
are 14 results in a number of different categories: of cial
notices, deaths, obituaries and marriages  all useful
sources of names for genealogical research. This obituary
article is for multiple fallen of cers including a William
George Taylor. (Note that you do not include quote
marks around William Taylor in the search; this retrieves
results such as William George Taylor, with the middle
name included.) Additional results include a marriage
announcement for a William Taylor and also a death
notice for the daughter of a William Taylor of Australia.

Ask your librarian for more information on The Times Digital Archive, 1785-1985,
or visit www.gale.com/DigitalCollections.
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