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SAMPLE SEARCHES
Post War Europe: Refugees,

Exile and Resettlement, 1945-1950

= -

Gale Digital Collections provide unparalleled access
to a wealth of extraordinary research materials
gathered from the world s most prestigious libraries.
These unique, multidisciplinary resources support a
range of curriculum, covering more than 500 years of
international history.

The information below shows how Post War Europe:
Refugees, Exile and Resettlement, 1945-1950 may
be used to support historical research. These sample
searches are just a few examples of how Gale

Digital Collections can be used to provide access to
comprehensive information on historical topics.

SAMPLE SEARCHES
Topic: The refugee crisis

Search Terms: Advanced: “refugees” in all AND
“policy”” in all AND “Germany in all; Fuzzy search: low

Twenty-third hit: Folder: War Of ce: Allied Forces,
Mediterranean Theatre: Military Headquarters Papers,
Second World War; File: Refugees and displaced persons
in the Mediterranean Theatre: administration and
movement: policy and correspondence; Date: 1 January
1944, WO 204/2869.

Go to page 3, Memo to Chief Administrative Of cer on
the Care and Control of Displaced Persons, dated 26
April 1945, from Charles M. Spofford, Brigadier General:

The problem of the care and control of Displaced
Persons and Refugees in Germany has proved even more
formidable than was anticipated. As a result numbers of
combat troops have had to be employed in assisting in the
task of controlling and feeding the very large numbers of
destitute Displaced Persons and Refugees. The document
goes on to detail the various problems faced in handling
large numbers of refugees.
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Topic: Jewish resettlement

Search Terms: Advanced: “Jew” in all AND
“resettlement” in all; Fuzzy search: medium

Fourth hit: Folder: War Of ce: Allied Forces,
Mediterranean Theatre: Military Headquarters Papers,
Second World War; File: Jews in Italy: migration to
Palestine; Date: 1 September 1943, WO 204/2873.

Go to page 6, a telegram from the World Jewish Congress
to the President of the Jewish Community of Naples.

On behalf of free Jewish Communities throughout the
world we send you a message of sympathy and greetings.
May your liberation from yoke of cruel oppression hold
promise of new era of brotherhood, justice and security.
We pledge to you our continued moral support. Are
anxious to establish regular contacts with you and other
free communities and to obtain detailed information on
fate fellow Jews your country. [Someone has annotated
the document with NB, not nancial? next to the pledge
of moral support.]

Topic: Palestinian immigration control

Search Terms: Advanced: “immigration control” in all
AND “Palestine” in all; Fuzzy search: low

First hit: Folder: Control Of ce for Germany and Austria
and Foreign Of ce, German Section: General Department.
Displaced persons section; File: Anglo-American
Committee on Palestine Immigration; Date: 5 June 1947,
FO 945/730.

Go to page 15, a con dential document from the control
of ce for Germany and Austria. The subject is the award
of certi cates for Jewish immigrants into Palestine. See
point 1: Anglo American Commission proposed that

in awarding the 100,000 certi cates which it advocated
priority should as far as possible be given to Jews in DP
Centres and any other Jews liberated in Germany and
Austria who are no longer in the centres but remain in
those countries. The Commission also proposed that in
applying this system of priority primary consideration
should be given to a) aged and in rm, b) very young,

3) skilled workmen whose services would be needed in
Palestine to cope with the in ux.
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Topic: Jewish religious reconstruction

Search Terms: Advanced: “Jewish” in all AND
“religious life”” in all AND “reconstruction” in all; Fuzzy
search: low

First hit: Folder: Jewish Committee for Relief Abroad
(JCRA) General: Inception; File: Statement of Aims -
Aspects of Jewish Relief; Date: 1 January 1943, HA1/7.

See page 19, a document on Jewish religious
reconstruction: To many reconstruction of the religious
life of the Jewish communities on the continent is of

the rstimportance. Where communities as such have
survived, it is to the synagogue and the traditions which
it has engendered that they owe their cohesion. For such
communities it may be necessary to offer help to re-build
synagogues, provide prayer books and the like, and to
re-establish the schools. Where, however, as has happened
in the majority of cases, deportations have scattered
communities and made impossible the continuance of
organised religious life, the urgent need will be [ ] for
spiritual leaders to assist in the establishment of new
communities.

Topic: Jewish birth rate in Germany

Search Terms: Advanced: “Birth rate” in all AND “Jew”
in all AND “Germany” in all; Fuzzy search: low

Eleventh hit: Folder: JRU Co-operation with Other
Relief Organisations: American Joint Distribution
Committee (AJDC); File: Reports: Jewish Population in
the US Zone of Germany, 1946-7; Date: 30 December
1946.

See Page 27: The hopes raised by the initial
announcement of the admission of 39,000 displaced
persons within a year have been shattered. The actual
emigration has been less than the birth rate, and most
quotas are oversubscribed. See also page 29: The

rise of the child population from less than 10,000 to
almost 25,000 within three months, the extraordinary
increase in birth rate, the growth of accepted categories of
workers with the expansion of assembly centers and the
stimulation of the employment program have created a
wide range of special supply problems and requirements.

Topic: The Harrison Report

Search Terms: Advanced: “Truman” in all AND
“Harrison” in all; Fuzzy search: off

First hit: Folder: Jews in Germany: General; File: Outside
Workers and Organisations Reports, 1945-6; Date: 1
January 1945, HAGA/3/3.

See page 79, Jewish Committee for Relief Abroad.
Extracts from the Report to President Truman by Mr Earl
G. Harrison, U.S. representative on the Intergovernmental
Committee on Refugees. This page contains extracts
from some of Harrisons ndings, in which he addresses
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the problems, needs, and views of the Jewish refugees
among the displaced people. Page 80 goes on to describe
the poor food and housing conditions endured by Jewish
DPs.

Topic: Illegal immigration of refugees into
Palestine

Search Terms: Advanced: “illegal immigration™ in all
AND “refugees” in all AND ““Palestine; Fuzzy search: low

Fourth hit: Folder: Economic and Industrial Planning
Staff and Control Of ce for Germany and Austria and
Successor: Control Commission for Germany (British
Element), Military Sections and Headquarters Secretariat:
Registered Files (HQ and other series); File: Unauthorised
movements of POWS, displaced persons (DPs) and
refugees (including Germans); Date: 13 September 1945,
FO 1032/2302.

Go to page 103, Top secret document on the subject of
lllegal Immigration : Itis evident that a large number
of non-German Jews are entering the British zone illegally
from the East through of cial DP channels. [Next
paragraph] During the last week of August over 1,100
Polish Jews arrived on Swallow trains at Wipperfurth
dispersal centre; all claimed German nationality and
professed to have relatives either in the British or the
American zone whom they wished to visit, but it was clear
that only the imsiest attempt at a pretext to German
nationality had been made, i.e. nearly all of them had

lled in Hannover as their place of birth, but they had no
knowledge of that town nor indeed of Germany or the
German language. Of cers of the Jewish Relief Unit have
themselves in fact admitted that there people are purely
Polish Jews. Also see page 76 (part of the Appendix,
which lists the routes taken by refugees. The document the
appendix belongs to is a secret document on the BRICHA,
or BRECHA, organization. BRICHA is a Jewish
organization operating in South East and Central Europe,
whose object is to encourage and assist the transport of
Jews from those areas to Palestine). Note point 4.a, which
implies that the Hungarian Red Cross provided assistance
in the illegal movement of Jews towards Palestine.

Topic: Fascism in Italy

Search Terms: Advanced: “Italy”” in all AND ““fascism”
in all; Fuzzy search: off

Third hit: Folder: War Of ce: Allied Forces,
Mediterranean Theatre: Military Headquarters Papers,
Second World War; File: Jews in Italy: migration to
Palestine; Date: 1 September 1943, WO 204/2873.

Page 23 is a paper on Jews in Italy. See second
paragraph: Full emancipation of the Jews was rst
established in 1870 when Italy regained her unity. This
policy was consistently maintained. Then Fascism was
established and the rst nationalistic tendencies became
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apparent, Mussolini declared himself on several occasions
that Italian Fascism would not pursue an anti-semitic
policy. There were even Jews among the leading Fascists.
See also page 24 (last page), second paragraph: [T]

he total number of Jews in Italy (census of 1938) is
57,400. This paragraph continues to give a breakdown
of the industries and professions in which the Jews were
employed. Paragraph 4 goes on to say that After the fall
of Mussolini and the abolition in certain respects of the
Fascist regime in Italy, it was announced that the anti-
Jewish legislation too was abolished.

Topic: Psychological state of displaced persons

Search Terms: Advanced: “violence” in all AND
“psychology” in all; Fuzzy search: off

First hit: Folder: JRU Co-operation with Other Relief
Organisations: United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration (UNRRA); File: Welfare Division: Report
on Psychological Problems of Displaced Persons, 1945;
Date: 1 June 1945, HA5/4/3.

See rst paragraph on Page 2: The Welfare Division

of the European Regional Of ce of U. N. R. R. A. in
planning the handling of displaced persons realised it was
of primary importance to consider certain characteristics
of the people concerned, their background, what they had
been through, and the psychological problems confronting
them on repatriation. In August 1944 an Inter-Allied
Psychological Group was formed to advise on these
matters. The group consisted mainly of Psychiatrists,

and also contained Sociologists and Social Workers. The
group prepared a summary of the aspects to be considered
for a paper on Psychological Problems of Repatriation of
Displaced Persons and individual members of the Group
submitted papers on speci ¢ aspects. The document then
lists the contributors to the report, and summarizes the
main headings, which include Certain Characteristics

of Displaced Persons, Categories of Displaced Adult
Persons, Displaced Children, Demoralisation,
Promiscuity and Prostitution, and The Psychology of
Displaced Persons.

Topic: U.S. limitations on immigration
of refugees

Search Terms: Advanced: “limits” in all AND
“immigration” in all AND “United States” in all; Fuzzy
search: low

First hit: Folder: Control Of ce for Germany and Austria
and Foreign Of ce: Control Commission for Germany
(British Element), Prisoners of War/Displaced Persons
Division: Registered Files (PWDP and other Series); File:
Movement of refugees and returning internees within
Germany and re-settlement of population; policy: part II;
Date: 24 August 1942, FO 1052/315.
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See page 190, a memo (from the Prisoners of War and
Displaced Persons Division of the Control Commission
for Germany) headed Control of Movement : In order
to plan ahead and to budget for accommodation and food
for the winter, it is necessary to stop the continual move
of population which is at present going on throughout
the British Zone. The memo brie y proposes the action
suggested by the Commander of the 8" Corps District,
based on his experiences in Hamburg. The last paragraph
on the page states there is no restriction on movement in
the United States Zone.

Topic: Evidence of reprisals against returning
East European displaced persons

Search Terms: Advanced: “reprisals” in all AND
“Eastern Europe” in all; Fuzzy search: low

Seventh hit: Folder: Foreign Of ce and Foreign and
Commonwealth Of ce: Embassy, Czechoslovakia: General
Correspondence; File: Situation of political refugees;
future of Czech Refugees Trust Fund: Part 1V, Date: 20
May 1948, FO 817/65/0003.

See page 72. This document, a letter from the Chancery
to the British Embassy in Prague, alludes to the fear of
reprisals. The letter is concerned with a Czech named
Koci who had been admitted to an institution for lunatics.
[ ]Itseems to us almost certain from the particulars in
the Return that Koci is a political refugee. He arrived

in England on the 9" March and his place of residence

is given as 22, Sussex Gardens, which we believe to be

a refuge for Czech political exiles. If we were to send

all these particulars to the Czechoslovak authorities this
would merely enlighten them as to his whereabouts, and it
is quite on the cards that it might encourage them to take
reprisals against his family or to behave in some other
unpleasant manner.

Topic: Jewish preferences for resettlement

Search Terms: Advanced: “Jews” in all AND ““desired
place” in all AND “resettlement” in all; Fuzzy search: low

Fourth hit: Control Of ce for Germany and Austria and
Foreign Of ce, German Section: General Department;
File: Jewish Affairs: displaced persons camps, resettlement
of Jews; Date: 19 April 1946, FO 945/378.

See the table on page 57 entitled Information on Jews

in British Zone. This page contains a table summarizing
the responses of DPs to a questionnaire on their desired
destination. [See middle column, halfway down the page.]
See also pages 55, 56 and 58, which list some of the
conditions affecting the re-integration of Jews in Europe.
Table continues for several pages.
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Topic: Postwar division of Germany and Soviet
control of Eastern Europe

Search Terms: Advanced: “Yalta agreement” in all OR
“Yalta conference” in all; Fuzzy search: low

Twenty-seventh hit: Folder: War Of ce: Allied Forces,
Mediterranean Theatre: Military Headquarters Papers,
Second World War; File: Operation Keelhaul: complex
human problems of handling displaced persons and
prisoners-of-war in Italy 1946/47; Date: 12 May 1946,
WO 204/10847.

See page 79, a top secret message sent to Washington on
the subject of the forcible repatriation of Soviet citizens
under the Yalta agreement. See points 1, 2 and 3.

Topic: Emigration to Canada

Search Terms: Advanced: “immigration into Canada” in
all AND “Germany” in all; Fuzzy search: low

Eleventh hit: Folder: Folder: Emigration to Canada; File:
Canadian Military Mission; Date: 12 July 1948, HA11/
1/6b.

See page 3, a letter from the Canadian Military Mission.
See point 4, near the bottom of the page: the Canadian
immigration of ces in Germany are at present authorised
to handle only those cases in which the Intergovernmental
Committee on Refugees is making administrative and
transport arrangements on behalf of the applicant. This
in effect limits Canadian immigration from Germany to
displaced persons coming within the I.G.C.R. mandate.
See also page 4 on Canadian Immigration Regulations.
Search within the document for orphans and select
page 5; an extract from the Daily News Bulletin (JTA)

29" June 1947. The heading reads: Canada ready to
admit 1,000 Jewish Orphans from Europe: Only 150
available for immediate entry. See also page 6, headed

Immigration into Canada: I.R.O. Representative Speaks
at HIAS [Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society] Conference.
The document explains that Up to February, 1950,
Canada had taken 80,642 displaced persons, occupying
the fth place among countries of resettlement, according
to Mr. Hector Allard, resident representative in Canada of
the International Refugee Organisation.

Topic: Dissident activity in Palestine

Search Terms: Advanced: “reprisals” in all AND
“Palestine” in all; Fuzzy search: low

Eighteenth hit: Folder: War Of ce: Middle East Land
Forces: Quarterly Historical Reports; File: British troops
in Palestine and Transjordan (historical record: October-
December 1947); Date: 1 October 1947, WO 261/571.

See page 12, under the heading Dissident Activity

near the bottom of the page: On the morning of 29"
September, the 1ZL carried out a endish attack on

the Central Police station at Haifa as a reprisal for the
deportation of the ‘War eld and ‘Farida passengers.
At approximately 0600 hours, a civilian truck came
momentarily to a standstill against the perimeter wire of
the Police Station, and from a specially constructed ramp
built at right angles to the truck, a composite charge on
wheels consisting of approximately 500 Ibs of explosive
was released.

Topic: Czech preferences for resettlement

Search Terms: Advanced: “Czechoslovakia” in all AND
“intentions” in all AND *““refugees” in all; Fuzzy search:
low

Fifteenth hit: Folder: Czechoslovak Refugee Trust:
Records; File: Resettlement survey: aiming to discover
intentions of refugees in UK regarding their future; article:

Czechoslovakia Plans Her Restoration ; Date: 1 January
1945, HO 294/184.

See page 41, a table illustrating the intended destinations
of Czech refugees.

Topic: Youth Aliyah (Society for the _
Immigration of Jewish Boys and Girls
into Palestine)

14. YOUTH ALIYAH (Society for the Immigration of
Jewish Boys and Girls into Palestine)

Search Terms: Advanced: “HO 294/126 in File
Description; Fuzzy search: low

First hit: Folder: Czechoslovak Refugee Trust: Records;
File: Palestine: visas, conditions of emigration,
correspondence with Jewish Agency; Date: 23 April 1945,
HO 294/126.

Go to Photograph in the list of hits (page left) and
select page 29; a tear-away slip allowing readers to enroll
as a Friend of Youth Aliyah, with a photograph of Jewish
children.

Go to Newspaper cutting (see page left, list of hits) and
select page 10 [Question and Answer page]. The second
question asks:

Why must Youth Aliyah raise funds outside Palestine
for the educational facilities for the children it takes
into Israel whilst other countries, e.g. USA provide ‘free
education’ for all immigrants?

Alternatively, select Youth Aliyah in the Browse Index,
under Organisations.
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Ask your librarian for more information on Post War Europe: Refugees, Exile and
Resettlement, 1945-1950, or visit www.gale.com/DigitalCollections.
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