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SAMPLE SEARCHES

Conditions and Politics in Occupied
Western Europe, 1940-1945

Gale Digital Collections provide unparalleled access
to a wealth of extraordinary research materials
gathered from the world s most prestigious libraries.
These unique, multidisciplinary resources support a
range of curriculum, covering more than 500 years of
international history.

The information below shows how Conditions and
Politics in Occupied Western Europe, 1940-1945
may be used to support historical research. These
sample searches are just a few examples of how Gale
Digital Collections can be used to provide access to
comprehensive information on historical topics.

SAMPLE SEARCHES
Topic: Repression

Search Terms: Advanced: “repression” in All, AND
“misconduct” in All; Fuzzy search: low

First hit: P.W.E. Central Directives for the week
beginning 2nd - 23rd November, 1 November 1944,
Political Warfare Executive (PWE) directives,

FO 371/39018

At the bottom of page 53 (click link page left), point two
under Holland, Resistance and Repression, (continues
onto page 54, also linked on page left) highlights the
brutality of the regime of killing inoffensive persons.

Search Terms: Advanced: “repression” in All, AND
“communism” in All; Fuzzy search: low

Second hit: Attention drawn to letter in New
Statesman criticizing French decree against Communists,
4™ May 1940, FO 371/24310-0030

See either page 24 under Restriction of Civil Liberties,
particularly the third indented paragraph beginning false
statements offered as personal opinions, which points

to propaganda, or page 29, section 3, entitled The
Repression of Communism, which describes the banning
of Communist papers.
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Search Terms: Advanced: “political repression” in All;
Fuzzy search: low

First hit: Political Intelligence Summary for December
1941 - No. 115, 17" December 1941, Weekly Political
Intelligence Summaries, English, FO 371/29137-0018

See page eight, under Low Countries, which details
the banning of any involvement in other political
organizations, restricting their ability to take part in the
political life of society.

Topic: The Maquis

Search Terms: Advanced: “resistance organizations
w/10 French in All, AND “discipline” in All; Fuzzy
search: low

Second hit: Instructions to Frenchmen of the
Maquis on order and discipline, 5% August 1943, FO
371/36059B-0004 [List of instructions].

Use the W proximity operator to locate resistance
organizations within ten words of French. The
second paragraph on page 002, entitled An Auxiliary
of the French Army provides an insight into the code of
behavior imposed on members of the Marquis.

Topic: Intelligence on Russia

Search Terms: Advanced: “Russia” and limit by section
“Dominions intelligence™; fuzzy search: low

Third hit: Correspondence on propaganda messages
in Empax telegrams, 27 May 1942, weekly summaries
of foreign political information, FO 371/32590-0005
[Telegram, propaganda background].

See page 005 that details the movements of German
troops and also of the Russian army, indicating
captured areas.
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SAMPLE SEARCHES

Topic: Attitudes of the Vatican

Search Terms: Advanced: “address w/10 Pope” and
“war”” and limit by section “Vatican’’; fuzzy search: low

Fourth hit: Copy of published letter from Pope inviting
faithful to pray for peace and copy of Osservatore
Romano reporting on recent address by Pontiff, 25"
April 1941, FO 371/30173-0025

Use the W proximity operator to locate address within
ten words of Pope. The second paragraph of the Pope s
letter on page four describes the need for charity and hope
during times of war and highlights his attitude to the
international situation.

Topic: The BBC

Search Terms: Advanced: “BBC” and “audiences’; fuzzy
search: low

Ninth hit: B.B.C. Survey of Czechoslovak, Polish and
Hungarian audiences, 10" May 1943, FO 371/34385
[Political Warfare Executive: propaganda directives]

Point 31 on Page 10 suggests the possible effect of
listening to radio broadcasts on wartime morale. Points
44, 45 and 46 (Page 12) highlight the signi cance of BBC
broadcasts during the war.

Topic: Psychological Warfare

Search Terms: Advanced: “Psychological warfare” and
“Italy” and “propaganda’; fuzzy search: low

Twentieth hit (on p. 2 of results): Psychological Warfare
Branch memorandum on German-occupied Italy, Fascist
propaganda and liberated Italy with particular reference
to the Bari Congress, 12" February 1944, Reports on
conditions in liberated Italy and in enemy-occupied Italy,
FO 371/43942-0004

See page Ve, point 3, Fascist Propaganda [con dential

document from the Psychological Warfare Branch]. This

highlights the use of propaganda to portray Italy as a
land of disorder.

Ask your librarian for more information on Conditions and Politics in
Occupied Western Europe, 1940-1945, or visit www.gale.com/DigitalCollections.
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