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See p. 153 on the Moral and Political Character of the
Africans. Adair argues in support of the slave trade that
African slaves are so different in their nature and form,
that | am warranted in supposing they derive a part of
their character from their political situation: Hence some
of them are erce and refractory, others timid and servile;
some open, candid and generous, others sly, artful and

Gale Digital Collections provide unparalleled access
to a wealth of extraordinary research materials
gathered from the world s most prestigious libraries.
These unique, multidisciplinary resources support a
range of curriculum, covering more than 500 years of
international history.

The information below shows how Eighteenth Century sel sh; nor does the state of slavery to which they are
Collections Online may be used to support historical reduced seem to obliterate, or much weaken, even in their
research. These sample searches are just a few examples offspring, their original character.

of how Gale Digital Collections can be used to provide . .

access to comprehensive information on historical Topic: Slavery/esclav™ (the root word in

topics. romance languages)

Search Terms: Basic: “esclav*” in keyword; limit to those

SAMPLE SEARCHES in history/geography; resort the results list by Publication

Topic: Slavery Date Ascending
Tenth hit: Histoire du parlement d Angleterre par M.

Search Terms: Basic; “slavery” in keyword | abbg Raynal, Londres, 1748.
Elleventr} hit Ren|1arks on thi sI,Iave tradLe, agd thle788 Use the wildcard * to search on words sharing the same
slavery of negroes. In a series of letters, - London, ' root. Searches will locate the word even if it is hyphenated
A keyword search on slavery returns 590 hits; a full-text across lines, is italicized or has the /s ligature (using f in
search on slavery returns more than 33,300 hits. These place of s).

general searches allow researchers to nd a wide range of . .
information on the topic. See page two of this document, Topic: Tobias Smollett

a letter to Grenville Sharp, chair of the Committee of the Search Terms: Basic: “Tobias Smollett” in author
Society in London concerning the abolition of the slave
trade. As researchers may want more targeted results on a
more speci ¢ topic, addition search criteria can be added
(see next example).

First hit: A compendium of authentic and entertaining
voyages, digested in a chronological series, Vol. 1,
London, 1756.

Smollett was a physician and proli ¢ writer, and had

Topic: Slavery in North America books/articles written about him as well. Use the link
Search Terms: Advanced: “slavery” in full-text, AND near the top of the screen (under the title) to go to the
“North America” in full-text; Fuzzy search: low Full Citation. In the Notes eld, at the bottom of the gray
. . . section of metadata, you Il see that this multi-volume set
Flfte_e_nth hit: Unanswerable arguments agamst the was compiled by Tobias Smollett, though he isn t listed
abolition of the slave trade, by James M. Adair, as author. An Author search will also search these types
London, 1790. of sub-authors (compilers, editors, etc.) to expand your

results. From the full citation, go to the bottom of the
screen and click on the Holding Libraries to show which
libraries have reported to the ESTC that they hold this
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speci ¢ work. In this case, it is a fairly widely held work.
Note that this work is a part of a multi-volume set. The
database indicates how many volumes in the set and how
many are available in ECCO. In this case, there is only
volume one of the set. Note that there is a second printing
of the multi-volume set from 1766 for which we have the
full set. When we have multiple volumes, you can click on
the volume number from within the Full Citation and be
taken to the title page of that volume.

Topic: History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire

Search Terms: Basic: “decline fall roman empire” in title

Second hit:  Remarks on the two last chapters of Mr.
Gibbon s History, of the decline and fall of the Roman
Empire, in a letter to a friend, London, 1776.

This is the rst edition by James Chelsum written about
Gibbon s masterpiece. See page image 2, the rst page
after the title page. This is where the attack begins.
Now return to the results list and see the eighth hit, A
vindication of some passages in the fteenth and sixteenth
chapters of the History of the decline and fall of the
Roman Empire, by Edward Gibbon. This is an entire
book by Gibbon answering his critics. Also look at the
fourth result, another examination of Gibbon s work, by
Henry Edwards Davis from 1778: An examination of the
fteenth and sixteenth chapters of Mr. Gibbon s History
of the decline and fall of the Roman Empire. Now skip
to the eighth page of results and look at the rst work
there, A vindication of some passages in the fteenth and
sixteenth chapters of the History of the decline and fall of
the Roman Empire, by Gibbon. Here again is an entire
book answering his critics. See the rst page of text where
he says that Mr. Davis title page isa declaration of war.

Topic: French Mississippi

Search Terms: Basic: ““French n10 Mississippi”
in full-text

Tenth hit: A summary, historical and political, of the

rst planting, progressive improvements, and present
state of the British settlements of North-America,
London 1760.

Use the N operator to include proximity criteria: the word
French appearing within 10 words of Mississippi. On the
left side of the title page, the relevant pages are listed and
linked. Note that the n10 proximity search will locate
words in either order. Click on List of Illustrations under
the citation at the top of the title page. The rstitemisa
New and Accurate Map of North America. Many maps
were fold outs, much bigger than the actual pages within
the work.

Topic: Voyage to Jamaica

Search Terms: Advanced: “voyage” in title OR
“expedition” in title, AND ““Jamaica” in full-text; resort
the results list by Publication Date Ascending

Tenth hit: Exquemelin, A.O., The history of bucaniers
of America: from the rst original down to this time
London, 1704.

Note that this is a good example of a very long title page,

something that was common at the time. Because of

the size of the image, increase the Scale to 50%. Go to

the List of lllustrations. This lists the variety of types of

illustrations featured, including maps, portraits, plans,

illustrations, etc. Click on the eTable Of Contents and

scroll up/down to show the detail. Click on the Index link

in the page navigation section just above the page image.

You Il notice the search term (Jamaica) highlighted on the
rst page.

Topic: Daniel Defoe

Search Terms: Use the Browse Authors search; enter
“defoe” in the Browse Authors box

This intuitive search option allows researchers to
quickly access full text works by speci ¢ authors. 568
works by DeFoe are featured in the database, including
variant editions enhancing the ability of users to do
detailed research.
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Ask your librarian for more information on Eighteenth Century Collections Online,
or visit www.gale.com/DigitalCollections.
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