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Mighty Minnesota Favorites

Many famous people have made their homes in Minnesota.
You will find interesting information about some of these
people in the book V' is for Viking. Are you surprised at
some of the famous people who are from Minnesota?

Match the person with the reason they are famous.

1. Henry Sibley A. played Dorothy in
the Wizard of Oz

2. David Dahlquist B. wrote Little House
books

3. Charles Schulz C. first governor

4. Charles Lindbergh D. inventor of bundt
pan

5. Judy Garland E. radio show host

6. Garrison Keillor F. Peanuts cartoonist

7. Laura Ingalls Wilder =~ G. made the first non-

stop flight across
the Atlantic Ocean



Boundary Waters Adventure

What are the Boundary Waters? Find out the answer
in the book V is for Viking. Sounds like a wonderful
place to visit. You are about to take a canoe trip on
the Boundary Waters. Write a story of your three-day
adventure. Make it exciting!




PEANUTS ?

Minnesota was the home of the much-beloved artist
and cartoonist Charles Schulz. The book V is for
Viking will help you to know about the career of this
very talented man.

It's your turn to try cartooning. You can'’t copy
someone else’s characters.

Make a three-panel cartoon that is about the cold
weather in Minnesota. Be creative and have fun!



Go, Goldie, Go

The Gopher State 1s the nickname of Minnesota. You will
find out why if you read the book V' is for Viking. Now
you’re going to write your own cheers for the Gophers.

Try to write two or three cheers.

Challenge
Try writing some cheers about the great places in
Minnesota.



A Rice Cookbook

Minnesota is a state with people who have many different ethnic
backgrounds. You will find many of these in the book V' is for
Viking. Do a class survey to see how many different groups are
represented.

Minnesota is a major grower of wild rice. Get the facts in V is for
Viking.

Let’s put the two parts together and create a class rice cookbook.
Students should bring in a recipe containing rice that is popular
with an ethnic group. Collect all of the recipes and run them off.
Add a cover and you’ll have your own class rice recipe book.
Great fun!




Minnesota’s Economics =

Duluth is one of the world’s largest inland ports.

V' is for Viking will give you some of Duluth’s history.
Such a port is very important to the economic life of
Minnesota.

You can show how important Duluth is to Minnesota
by listing all the jobs that the port has created. Think
about all the services the docks need and what the
sailors need. How about the ships?

Duluth Port Jobs

Challenge
100 years from now which of the jobs might be
eliminated?

What new jobs would be available?



Do You Know Minnesota m?

You can find the answers to each of these questions
about Minnesota in the book V is for Viking. Maybe
you already know some of the answers. Good for you!
How many can you answer without help

1.

2.

. One of world’s largest inland ports

. State capital

Minnesota’s oldest state park

Official state gemstone

. Year of statehood

. State bird

. Official motto

. State flower

. State tree

10. State fish




Mall of America Math

The largest mall in the United States can be found in
Minnesota. Learn about this mega mall in the book V is for
Viking.

See how good you are at doing mall math!

1. You received $20 for your birthday. At the mall you bought a

purse for $8.00 and a top for $9.00. How much money do you have
left for lunch?

2. Mom let you take two friends to the mall with you and you met
another friend there. You smelled some delicious cookies and
bought a dozen to share. How many cookies do you each get?

3. There are 520 stores in the mall. How long would it take you to
visit all 520 stores if you spent 15 minutes in each store?
hours

4. The sporting goods store is having a sale on soccer balls. The
price is $7.98 each. How many can your team buy with $ 48.00?

5. It’s lunchtime! You have $5.00 to spend for lunch. A
cheeseburger is $1.50, a soft drink $1.25, French fries 99 cents,
and a sundae $1.75. Do you have enough money to buy all of these
items?




Symbols of Minnesota

Minnesota’s symbols help us to know what is
important to the state. To find out more about
these symbols read the book V is for Viking.

Make a flip book showing the following state
symbols:

gemstone

flower

fish

tree

Write a sentence describing each of these
symbols and why it is important to Minnesota.

Add three symbols that you think would be
good to represent Minnesota. These should not
be symbols that already exist. Think about why
these each would be a good symbol to
represent Minnesota.



Minnesota’s Geography

Draw and label the following features on the map of Minnesota.

Capital

States that border

Country that borders

Great Lake

Mississippi, Minnesota, and Red Rivers
Y our town (if you live in Minnesota)



Equations for Thinkers

See if you can think your way through these math
problems. Minnesota students are good thinkers!

Make these equations true by adding the correct
arithmetic signs.

1. 8 3 3 =2

2. 91 6 =4

3. 3 7 4 20 =5

4. 40 (6 3) =22

5. 8 8 (6 5) =34

6. 9 6 (7 2) 50 =13

7 + - =10

8 X + =25

0. - X - =50
10. Make up a problem of your own.



Design a License Plate

There are many interesting facts about the state of
Minnesota in the book V is for Viking. Use this
information to design a new license plate for the state.
Consider color, simplicity, and clarity. Be creative!
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Magnetic Minnesota
Science Experiment

Minnesota is a major producer of iron ore. Read more about this
metal in the book V is for Viking. Then, try this experiment with
magnets.

Materials

iron bar rubber band steel nail
brass fastener paper clip penny
aluminum foil pencil agate
eraser soft drink can chair leg

Make a chart showing your results

Magnetic Non- Magnetic

Conclusion




Metaphors for Minnesota

A metaphor compares two different things without
using the words like or as. Example- The moon is a
round of cheese.

A simile compares two things using either like or as.
Example - Her hair is like spun gold.

In Vis for Viking you will become familiar with these
wonders of nature. Use either a metaphor or a simile
to make a comparison for each natural wonder. Be
creative!

1. A glistening agate

2. Boundary Waters walking

3. The forest at night

4. A golden gopher

5. The call of the loon

6. A wild river

7. The North Star
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Ships Mussel On %’@(@W

Minnesota uses the Great Lakes to transport products
throughout the world. Information on the products and
ports is ready for you to read in the book V is for Viking.
The Great Lakes have had many problems with zebra
mussels. They were brought here on the bottoms of ships
from Europe. This is a problem that affects shipping on the
Great Lakes. Pretend you are a Marine Biologist who has
just been given the assignment to find a way to control or
eliminate the zebra mussel.

Give us your plan.




What Would Happen If...
Prediction Chain

A prediction chain is a type of graphic organizer. It is used to
forecast events before they actually happen.

Example: What if there is a snowstorm tonight?
1) school would be called off (resulting in) 2 ) field trip cancelled
and

1) you go sledding (resulting in) 2) you get cold and wet
Finish these prediction chains. Think about each expected effect.
What else might happen if that effect takes place?

1. What would happen if it were 80 degrees in Minnesota in the
winter?

2. What would happen if the Duluth port closed down?

3. What would happen if Minnesota no longer produced oil crops?
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The Northern Sky == *

The official motto of Minnesota can be found in the
book V is for Viking. What does the motto mean?

Constellation Project

Materials

9” x 12” sheet of black construction paper
silver or gold stick-on stars
white crayon

Directions

Place your stars on your paper so that they show the
constellation Little Dipper. Use your crayon to identify
the North Star.

You may add additional constellations on your sky
picture.

Look at the beauty of your Northern Sky.



Kitten ball vs Softball

Don’t know what kitten ball is? No, it's not a game you
play with your cat. You can find the amazing answer
in the book V is for Viking.

Make up a new name for each of the following sports.

1. soccer

2. football

3. tennis

4. baseball

5. skiing

6. swimming

7. basketball

8. hockey

9. wrestling




Mighty Vikings

The book V is for Viking 1s about the state of Minnesota.
Have you ever tried to imagine what it would have been
like to be a Viking? Start imagining!!

A rebus is a story using pictures. You are a Viking and
have written a rebus letter to your family telling them about
this new land.




Where Would | Go?

V' is for Viking gives you interesting facts about many
places in Minnesota. The state is filled with wonderful

places to visit and things to do.

Write a paragraph about a place you have never
visited in Minnesota but would like to visit. Explain

why you would like to visit this place.

Draw a picture of you enjoying yourself in this special
place.



In Search of Wood

Forests cover one third of the state of Minnesota.
What are forests used for other than recreation? Read
V is for Viking to gain this valuable information.

You have just been appointed to the position of Jr.

Wood Detective. O

Your task is to survey your home and find all the
items that are made of wood or contain wood.
List your items on this sheet. Start detecting!

My finds:
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Winter Fun Graph

Minnesota has a lot of snow in the winter. Many people really
enjoy winter activities. Read about the cold and the hearty people
of Minnesota in V is for Viking.

SURVEY
Survey your class and find the favorite activity of each student.
Each student may only pick one favorite.

FAVORITE ACTIVITY
skiing

snowmobiling

skating

sledding

ice fishing

hockey

DATA

Use the data you collected to make a bar graph showing your
results.

Don’t forget to label your graph !



V is for Viking Answer Sheet

Mighty Minnesota Favorites
HC 2)D 3)F 4G 5 A 6)E 7B

Do You Know Minnesota?

1) Itasca State Park 2) Lake Superior agate 3) Duluth 4) 1858 5) Common loon
6) L’Etoile du Nord 7) Pink and white Lady’s Slipper 8) Red pine 9) St. Paul
10) walleye

Mall of America Math
1) $3.00 2) 3 cookies 3) 130 hours (11 twelve-hour days) 4) 6
5)no

Symbols of Minnesota
gemstone - agate flower - pink and white lady’s slipper fish - walleye tree - red pine

Equations for Thinkers
1)---, --- 2) +,-- 3)x,+, - 4) -, x 5 x, - X, --
6)x, +, +, --- 7-10 answers will vary
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