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18 Critical Thinking Skills

Locating Credible, Relevant Information

1. Evaluating the credibility of information sources

• Find sources of information that can be relied on to be accurate, trustworthy, and authoritative

2. Distinguishing relevant from irrelevant facts

• Examine sources of information to determine their usefulness for a specific question or topic

Evaluating Sources of Information

3. Distinguishing fact from opinion

• Evaluate a statement to determine if the statement is a personal judgment.

4. Recognizing contradictions

• Identify conclusions that are inconsistent or disagree with cited facts and events.

5. Recognizing bias

• Identify unfair preferences, prejudices, prejudgments, or dislikes

Comprehending Information

6. Clarifying issues, conclusions, or beliefs

• Explain ideas and statements to make them clearer

7. Developing criteria for evaluation: clarifying values and standards

• Identify factors that are used to make decisions and judgments

8. Analyzing arguments, interpretations, beliefs, or theories

• Examine and investigate ideas in greater detail. 

9. Identifying assumptions

• Recognize ideas, beliefs, and theories that are not stated by an author

10. Making plausible inferences, predictions, or interpretations

• Provide a reasonable explanation, forecast, or conclusion from information

Analyzing Information

11. Analyzing or evaluating actions or policies

• Examine the consequence of an undertaking or plan in great detail

12. Comparing analogous situations: transferring insights to new contexts

• Recognize the similarity between two events; use knowledge of one event to understand another event

13. Recognizing cause and effect

• Identify how one event makes another event happen

Synthesizing and Applying Information

14. Demonstrating reasoned judgment

• Show that an opinion or conclusion is based on evidence and logic.

15. Identifying alternatives

• List different possible conclusions, courses or action, or beliefs to choose between

16. Exploring implications and consequences

• Identify the possible effects of different courses of action

17. Generating or assessing solutions

• Develop answers and explanations for problems

18. Drawing and testing conclusions

• Reconsider a decision based on an analysis of its effects and consequences

Thomson Gale has defined critical thinking skill with the help of these resources:

· The American Association of School Librarians' Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning
· The Partnership for 21st Century Skills Framework for 21st Century Learning
· The International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) National Educational Technology Standards for Students
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