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n  �There are many different kinds 
of whales

n  �The main types are baleen 
whales and toothed whales

Review with your class what they have 
learned about whales. Before beginning 
the activity, students should know that 
although whales live in water, they are 
mammals. Like all mammals, whales are 
warm-blooded and breathe air through 
their lungs. 

Ask your students if they know what 
whales eat. After students have given 
their ideas, tell them that there are two 
main types of whales: baleen whales and 
toothed whales.

Explain that baleen whales have no teeth. 
Instead, they have hundreds of thin plates 
in their mouths called baleen. These plates 
hang from a whale’s upper jaw and are 
made of the same material as human 
fingernails. Baleen whales eat plankton—
masses of tiny plants and animals that drift 
in the water. The function of baleen is to 
strain out plankton from the water. There 
are 10 types of baleen whales, including 
most of the larger whales.

Next, explain that toothed whales have 
teeth. Some eat fish, and others eat 
animals like cuttlefish and squid. Toothed 
whales do not chew their food, however. 
Their teeth catch the food, which the whale 
swallows whole. There are 65 types of 
toothed whales, including dolphins  
and porpoises. 
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Students will understand that:

Divide your class into teams to play the 
whale version of “Who Am I?” Assign 
each team to research a number of 
whales—at least one or two for each 
team member. A starter list:	

n  �Baleen whales: blue whale, gray 
whale, Sei whale, black right whale, 
pygmy right whale, fin whale, 
bowhead whale, minke whale, 
humpback whale, Bryde’s whale 

n  �Toothed whales: sperm whale, killer 
whale, Baird’s beaked whale, pilot 
whale, narwhal, beluga, dolphin, 
porpoise, river dolphin

Have teams divide the whales they have been assigned 
so that each team member researches the same number. 
Researchers should amass as much information as possible 
about their whales. To guide research, suggest students first 
classify their whales as baleen or toothed and then look for 
information about size, shape, habitat, food, habits, physical 
characteristics, and color. Each student should write a brief, 
clear description of his or her whale(s). 

n  �Give team members each other’s research, so that all 
students on one team are familiar with all the whales 
described by their teammates.

n  �Have each team submit its research in a folder, 
labeled with some sort of team identification. 

Distribute folders so that each team has another team’s 
research. The members of each team should use the folder 
they have been given to quiz the team whose identification 
appears on the folder. A student from the “asking team” 
will read the description of one of the whales described in 
the folder and then ask the question “Who Am I?” singling 
out any member of the “answering team” (the team that 
generated the research) to answer the question.
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STEP 2

STEP 1

Define a mammal 
Species page

Need to know what a mammal is? Just click on 
the species page to get all of the information 
you need and more on mammals, their diets, 
habitats and more.

They eat what? 
Feeding detail

Dietary information on every animal is 
included in each entry. For this lesson, we 
can easily find out that whales eat small 
fish and krill.

Use Grzimek’s Animal Life to enhance the lesson
Intuitive, in-depth and easy to access, Grzimek’s Animal Life supports lesson plans 
and enhances classroom assignments.



STEPs 3-4

STEP 5

Find the differences between species
Compare types of whale

If you want to explain the difference between the 
two type of whales, use multiple entries on whale 
varieties to compare and contrast the two in terms 
of size, behavior, diet and habitat.

How Baleen works
In-depth information  

Students may not understand the concept of what 
Baleen is. Grzimek’s contains a detailed entry on 
how Baleen is used for feeding.

compare and contrast



STEPs 5-7

STEPs 7-8

Classify the whale
Drop-down menu 

Students can use the Grzimek’s Animal Life 
Animal Finder to view the varieties of whales.

Student research made easy
Engaging overviews   

Animal portal pages make student research 
easy. The overview articles contain detailed 
information that provide quick access to 
essential facts. Scientific classification 
information is readily available in the facts 
box on the right of the page. Students will 
also find photos, videos, an interactive map 
of where they live, and links to related sites. 
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